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Sadeq Al Mahdi expected in Cairo 

CAIRO i AFP ) — The lender of the Sudanese oppo- 
sition. Sadeq Al Mahdi. who lied his country for 
Eritrea earlier this month, said Tuesday that he will 
visit Cairo for several days beginning ‘Friday. Con- 
tacted by telephone from Cairo, Mr. Mahdi ‘said he 
will meet Egyptian officials and members of the 
Sudanese community living in exile in Egypt. He said 
that his visit to Egypt, the lirst in mure than eight 
years, will be "to seek aid for the Sudanese peopleso 
they can accomplish their guaJs «>l peace and democ- 
racy in a unified Sudan.” 
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Merry Christmas 

The Jordan Times will not appear on 
Thursday/Friday, Dec. 26/27, beca- 
use of the Christmas holiday on 
Wednesday, Dec. 25. The next issue 
of the paper will appear on Satur- 
day, Dec. 28. The Jordan Times wish- 
es its readers and advertisers a 
Merry Christmas. 
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King, 
Queen 
leave for 
Europe 

AMMAN (Petra j — 
Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 
Tuesday left on a private 
visit to Europe. They 
were seen off at the air- 
port by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince 

Mohammad, Crown 
Prince Hassan, Princess 
Sarvath and Princess 
Basina, other Royal fami- 
ly members. Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Upper House 
Speaker Ahmad Luwzi. 
Lower House Speaker 
Su'd Hayei Srour, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh, the King's advis- 
ers and other senior offi- 
cials. Crown Prince Has- 
san was sworn in to serve 
as Regent during the 
King's absence. 

Prince Abdullah 
visits Saraj’evo 

AMMAN (Petra J — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah returned home 
Tuesday after a one-day 
visit to Sarajevo during 
which he inspected the Jor- 
danian peacekeeping force 
working with French troops 
there. JVince Abdullah met 
with the French minister of 
defence and the French 
chairman of the chiefs of 
staff. 

Aunt of King Juan 
Carlos dies 

MADRID (AFP) — Maria 
Cristina de Borbon y Barteni- 
herg. aunt of Spanish King 
Juan Carlos, died here 
overnight after heart failure, 
the royal palace announced 
Tuesday. Maria Cristina. S5, 
was one of four children of 
King Alphonso Xlll and Vic- 
toria Eugenia of Banemberg. 
She was the sister of Juan de 
Borhon v Banemberg, count 
of Barcelona, Juan Carlos" 
father. Maria Cristina mar- 
ried Enrique Eugenio 
Marone Cinzano, count of 
Marone. the son of the owner 
of Cinzano wines, and had 
four daughters. The count of 
Marone died in 1 968. Maria 
Cristina lived in Italy and 
Switzerland for many years 
and headed a Spanish ami- 
cancer association. 

Indian plane with 22 
people crashes 

NEW DELHI (APi — An 
Indian air force transport air- 
craft carrying 22 . people 
crushed in southern India 
Tuesday, domestic news 
agency Press Trust of India 
reported. AH aboard were 
feared killed. The Avro air- 
craft which took off from 
Madras was flying to Hyder- 
abad. Press Trust said. It 
crushed in fields near the vil- 
lage of Peddareddypaleni 
close to Hyderabad, the capi- 
tal of the southern state of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

2, dead, 46 hurt 
in S. Africa blasts 

WORCESTER. South Afr- 
ica (.AFP) — Two people 
were killed and 46 injured 
Tuesday when three explo- 
sions ripped through the cen- 
tre of this Cape farming town 
as people were finishing off 
their last-minute Christmas 
shopping, police said. The 
first blast, believed to be a 
bomb, went off around 1:45 
p-m. (1145 GMTj in the 
Shoprite-Cheekers super- 
market and tw'o hand 
grenades exploded nearby 
five minutes later, police 
Captain Wickus Holtz- 
hausen said. Capt. Holu- 
hausen said one of the dead is 
a six-year-old child. 


Netanyahu, Arafat meet, but 
no agreement yet on Hebron 

Ross says Beit Hanoun meeting was 'extremely 
productive' and negotiators will resume work 


GAZA CITY i A gencies) — 
A (Meeting between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyumin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat ended 
Tuesday without a deal on a 
troop pullback in Hebron, 
the last West Bank city 
under Israeli control. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat left the meeting with- 
out speaking to the press. 

Dennis Russ. L.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's special 
Mideast envos. called the 
meeting “extremely produc- 
tive"* and said it had moved 
(he two sides closer io an 
agreement. 

But "we don't have an 
agreement yet."" he said. 

Mr. Ross said negotiators 
from both sides would meet 
Wednesday morning to con- 
tinue their work, and that 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu would ‘"try to get 
together again soon." 

The two leaders met. at the 
Beit Hanoun crossing 
between Israel and the 
autonomous Gaza Strip, in 
their third meeting since Mr. 
Netanyahu was elected in 
may. 

They met aJottc for more 
than an hour before being 


joined first by Mr. Rons and 
then by other negotiators. 

“Both sides feel that they 
made real progress today.’’ 
Mr. Ross said. ’There is 
clearly a sincere effort being 
made by both sides.” 

"They dealt with many of 
the issues that have to be 
resolved to reach an agree- 
ment. They have in Fact 
made (he kind of progress 
that lakes us closer to agree- 
ment. We’re not there yet,” 
Mr. Ross said. 

Mr. Ross said earlier (he 
talks hud been “clearly ener- 
gised” during his mediation 
mission that begun on Satur- 
day. initially planning to 
stay only a couple of days. 
Mr. Ross told reporters lie 
would stay indefinitely to 
iron out a deal. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
have accused each other of 
foot-dragging in nearly three 
months of talks which 
would pave the way for an 
Israeli handover of SO per 
cent of Hebron to Palestin- 
ian self-rule. U.S. sources 
said Mr. Arafat left for 
Christmas Eve celebrations 
in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem. 

Witnesses said Mr. Arafat 


smiled and waved as he left 
the meeting at the fsrael- 
Gaza border, but declined to 
answer reporters" questions 
on whether an agreement 
had been reached on 
Hebron. 

Marwun Kanufani. a 
spokesman for Mr. Arafat, 
said alter the meeting that 
the gap between the two 
sides was “narrowing, hut it 
Mill exists.” 

A deal on Hebron would 
be the first major develop- 
ment in the peace process 
since Mr. Netanyahu took 
office. Israel was to have 
pulled out of Hebron — the 
last West Bank city under 
occupation — in March, but 
postponed it after a series of 
suicide bombings in Israel. 

. Mr. Netanyahu — who as 
opposition leader had 
opposed the Israel-Palesline 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace process alto- 
gether — ■ delayed the move 
further after his election. 

Palestinian frustration 
with Mr. Netanyahu sparked 
September clashes in which 
86 people died — prompt- 
ing President Mr. Clinton to 
;step in -.and try' to save the 
peace process by brokering a 


deal on Hebron. 

For months, Israel has 
maintained agreement was 
possible and blamed Mr. 
Arafat for holding it up in 
order to increase world pres- 
sure on the Jewish state. The 
Palestinians said Israel was 
trying to reopen the existing 
agreement. 

Mr. Ross arrived in the 
region over the weekend, 
hoping to reach a break- 
through before Christinas. 

On” Monday, the IkS. 
envoy met with both Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu, 
travelled to Egypt for con- 
sultations. and held negotia- 
tions in a Jerusalem hotel. 

Israeli media reports said 
negotiators hud reached 
agreement on several key 
issues, including opening a 
major road in Hebron and 
allowing Palestinian police 
to carry rifles in areas under 
their control. 

The Hebron settler com- 
munity issued a statement 
saying that Mr. Netanyahu 
"has given in ... and aban- 
doned the lives of Hebron's 
Jews. ... The responsibility 
lor the results falls on the 
prime minister and minis- 
ters.” 


Hebron deal could be key to Syria 
talks, Mubarak tells Mordechai 


HURGHADA (Agencies; 
— President Hosni Muba- 
rak said that an accord on 
Hebron would encourage 
Syria to resume negotia- 
tions with Israel, at the 
close of talks here Tuesday 
with Israeli Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai. 

“A solution on the prob- 
lem of Hebron would con- 
stitute (he beginning of 
implementing the accord 
and could create a climate 
of confidence in Syria to 
resume negotiations with 
Israel.” Mr. Mubarak was 
quoted as saying by the 
official Middle East News 
A gency < M ENA ). 

Peace talks between 
Israel and Syria have been 
on ice since February sui- 
cide bombings in Israel, 
and tension between the 
two countries has escalated 
sharply since a right-wing 
election victory in May in 


Israel on a platform that 
included ruling out a return 
of the Golan to Syria. 

"The resolution of out- 
standing issues would have 
a positive effect on Egypt- 
ian-Israeli and Arab-Jsraeii 
relations,” Mr. Mubarak 
said at a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Mordechai 
after the two held talks on 
bilateral relations and the 
future of the troubled Mid- 
dle East peace process.Mr. 
Mordechai urged Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad to 
reopen peace negotiations 
with the Jewish state. 

“We are asking every day 
(hat Mr. Assad come for- 
ward and continue negotia- 
tions,” he told the press 
conference, "we are not 
thinking war. we are think- 
ing how to encourage peace 
in the area.” 

Mr. Mordechai has been 
a harsh critic of Syria's mil- 


itary programme. Last 
month, he accused Syria of 
developing chemical 
weapons with Russian 
assistance and noted that 
the Syrians had tested mis- 
siles that could reach Israel. 

Mr. Mordechai ’s talks 
with Mr. Mubarak coincid- 
ed with a summit Tuesday 
between Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Palestinian leader Yass- 
er Arafat aimed at finalising 
an agreement on Israel's 
long-delayed troop with- 
drawal front die West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

Mr. Mubarak also voiced 
“joy*’ at the news of 
progress towards a Hebron 
deal, in a telephone conver- 
sation late Monday with 
Mr. Netanyahu, who said 
there had been “tangible 
progress.” . 

(Continued on page 7) 


Lima embassy hostage crisis enters 
second week; Japan sees long wait 


LIMA (Rl — More than 
140 hostages faced a bleak 
Christmas in Lima on Tues- 
day as captives of rebels, 
and Japan's prime minister 
said the week-old crisis 
could drag on into 1997. 

Following the release un 
Sunday night of 225 
hostages as a "Christinas 
gesrure.” the guerrillas 
were silent. Captives still 
held al the Japanese ambas- 
sador’s residence included 
Peruvian cabinet ministers, 
senior Japanese diplomats 
and businessmen. President 
Alberto Fujimori's brother 
and a number of Lai in 
American ambassadors. 

In Hamburg. Germany, a 
man claiming to be the 
international spokesman for 
the Tupac Amaru Revolu- 
tionary Movement 

(MRTAi said the rebels 
who seized the diplomatic 
residence on Dec. 17 dur- 
ing a cocktail party would 

never surrender. 

"Effectively, what I he 
government ot President 


Fujimori is asking is that 
the group ... gives up," said 
Isaac Velazco in a televi- 
sion interview with Cable 
News Network. 

'The word surrender or 
capitulation is not in the 
vocahulary of the Tupac 
Amaru soldier.” 

Earlier on Monday, a 
woman claiming to be Mr. 
Velazco’s wife, Norma 
Velazco, called a 
Paraguayan radio station 
from" Hamburg claiming the 
MRTA was planning more 
attacks. 

Police sources in Lima 
told Reuters they believed 
another clandestine MRTA 
commando unit was at 
large in the Peruvian capital 
and could strike if dialogue 
breaks down. 

Mr. Fujimori, in his only 
words to the public since 
the siege began, told the 
rebels he would not use 
force and would consider a 
peaceful "way out” if they 
laid down their arms and 
save up all their hostages. 


In Tokyo, Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimo- 
tu predicted the crisis 
would he a drawn-out affair 
and cancelled an important 
visit by his foreign minister 
to Suutli Korea. 

“I think it will take lime 
(to resolve the crisis),” Mr. 
Hashimoio told reporters 
on Tuesday shortly after 
speaking by telephone to 
Peru's Mr. Fujimori. 

"The fact that it will take 
lime means thaL no get- 
tough approach will be 
taken,” Mr. Hashimoio 
said. 

‘Taking a long time 
means that the Peruvian 
government will not resort 
to forceful measures," he 
said. "We are braced for a 
Jong haul, even if the New 
Year holiday is ruined.” 

Japanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Yukihiko Ikeda, who 
scrapped his Suuth Korea 
trip to concentrate on the 
hostage crisis. also 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syria hits 
Israeli 
move to 
sell land 
on Golan 

DAMASCUS lAP) — A 
state-owned Syrian newspa- 
per Tuesday condemned 
Israel’s decision to sell land 
for housing in the occupied 
Golan Heights, saying the 
move is a new provocation. 

Plots of land for construc- 
tion of 96 homes in the 
Golan Heights are being 
offered for sale this week by 
Israel’s housing ministry. 

The homes will be built in 
Katzrin. the largest Jewish 
settlement on the strategic 
plateau, which Israel seized 
from Syria in the 1967 
Mideast war. 

“Settlement is not only a 
stumbling block before 
peace but it is also the com- 
plete contrast to peace and 
an indication of the Israeli 
leader’s hypocrisy, because 
he who encroaches upon 
others’ land does not want 
peace.” said the commen- 
tary in the Tishrin newspa- 
per. "Barely a day passes 
without an announcement 
of a new’ settlement project 
in the occupied Arab lands.” 
the newspaper said. “The 
expansion of Katzrin settle- 
ment runs counter to all 
international charters and 
the U.N. resolutions that 
reject the acquisition of oth- 
ers" land by force.” 

Tishrin reasserted the Syr- 
ian government’s position 
that it will never compro- 
mise on the Golan Heights, 
nor gel involved in any 
peace negotiations that do 
not lead to Israel's full with- 
drawal. 

The fate of the Golan 
Heights is at the centre of 
Syriun-lsraeli peace talks, 
which broke down earlier 
this year. While Syria 
demands that Israel return 
the strategic plateau in 
exchange for peace, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, elected in May. 
has said his country should 
maintain control of the area. 





Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu (centre) speaks to U.S. mediator Dennis 
Ross (left) as Palestinian President Yjsser Arafat (right) looks on during their meeting at 
the Beit Hanoun crossing point on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

House begins review of draft budget 
Committee urges cut in spending 
and streamlining of foreign debts 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Tuesday began debating 
the 1997 draft fiscal budget 
in the light of a report sub- 
mined to the House by its 
Finance and Economy 
Committee and read out by 
the committee's rapporteur. 
Ali Sbatti. 

The draft, budget as was 
presented to the House by 
Finance Minister Marwan 
Awad earlier this month 
amounted to JD1.9I6 bil- 
lion. reflecting an 
increase over the budget 
for fiscal 1996 by 11.1 per 
cent. It is described as an 
austerity budget in line with 
the economic restructuring 
programme. 

In its report, which was 
read out at the session 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Cabinet members, the 
Finance and Economy 
Committee pointed out the 
following: 

1) The 1996-1998 econom- 
ic reform programme aims 
at increasing Jordan’s abil- 
ity to become self-suffi- 
cient. reducing consump- 
tion, increasing the state's 
revenues, reducing borrow- 
ing. achieving a 6.5 per 
cent gross domestic product 
growth, increasing exports 
by 8.8 per cent, reducing 
the budget deficit by three 
per cent in terms of the 


gross domestic product, 
increasing tourism's con- 
tribution to the national 
economy and improving 
the Amman Financial Mar : 
ket's peformance. 

2) The committee appre- 
ciated the government’s 
endeavours in the economic 
reform programme and 
hoped that the government 
will work towards achiev- 
ing its objectives as con- 
tained in the budget state- 
ment. 

3) The committee noticed 
that the 1997 current 
expenses amount to 
JDI.48I million, up 15 per 
cent fromJDl,295 in 1996. 
at a time when the expected 
growth in the gross domes- 
tic product for 1997 is fore- 
cast at 6.5 per cent. This 
means that government 
expenditure is increasing, 
contrary to the objectives 
of the economic reform 
programme and conflicting 
with the government’s bud- 
get statement pledging to 
reduce public spending. 
The comittee also noticed 
that most of the capital 
expenditure will be wasted 
through the purchase of 
equipment which will not 
contribute to increasing 
domestic growth and that 
most of these expenses are 
unjstified. .The committe 
calls for a reduction of 
these expenses. 


4) The committee appre- 
ciated the government's 
efforts to reduce Jordan's 
debts but it cannot help 
but notice that the total 
amount allocated for ser- 
vicing the foreign debt is 
JD478.2 milion. up from 
JD458.2 million in 1996. 

The committee also 
noticed that Jordan's debts 
showed a decline in the 
years up to 1993. but they 
are rising again and that 
the country has been bor- 
rowing at a rate that far 
exceeds its economic 
growth. The committee 
demands that the govern- 
ment hold contacts with 
the creditor countries, 
especially those that 
promised to help Jordan in 
the peace era to offer the 
Kingdom additional aid and 
help reduce the country's 
debts. 

5) The committee noticed 

that there was a 7.2 per cent 
rate of increases in the 
prices and the tendency to 
rise further in the coming 
year. This has exceeded the 
levels as promised by the 
government. The rise in 
prices has further weakened 
the purchasing power of 
limited income groups who 
include government 

employees who constitute 
36 per cent of the torai 

(Continued on page 71 


2 Israeli 
soldiers 
killed in 
Lebanon 

KIRYAT SHMONA (Agen- 
cies) — Two Israeli soldiers 
were killed and two serious- 
ly wounded on Tuesday in a 
Lebanese guerrilla bomb 
attack in Israel’s South 
Lebanon occupation zone, 
the Israeli army said. 

'Two Israeli soiiders were 
killed and two soldiers were 
wounded seriously by a 
roadside bomb lhai activated 
against an Israeli army force 
in the South Lebanon securi- 
ty zone." it said in u commu- 
nique. 

The pro-Iranian Hizboiiah 
guerrilla movement claimed 
responsibility for the anack 
which pro-Israeli militia 
sources had said claimed die 
life of one soldier and seri- 
ously wounded three. 

The sources said the blast 
occuned as Israeli soldiers 
were travelling on fool on 
the road between Marqahu 
and Ddcissi deep in the cen- 
tral sector of the zone. 


Firing of head of Saudi 
guard 'linked to bombing' 


RIYADH (APi — A royal 
decree sacking the head of 
the Saudi border guard is 
related to the June 25 bomb- 
ing that killed 19 American 
servicemen in Saudi Arabia, 
sources close to the investi- 
gation said Tuesday. 

The decree firing the direc- 
tor general of the Saudi bor- 
der guards. Licutenal General 
Mujab Ben Mohammed Ben 
Maneh Al Kahiani. was 
issued by King Fahd Monday 
night but no reasons were 
given for the decision. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Gen. Kahtani's dismissal 
came after investigations into 
the truck bombing of the U.S. 
military housing complex in 
Dhahran concluded that 
some of the bombers fled (he 
country through the border 
\\ ith Kuwait From there, the 
sources said, the bombers 
went to other countries. 

The dismissal decree was 
issued after u report by the 
Saudi Interior Ministry 
showed lapses in security 
measures at ihe bonders fol- 
lowing the bombing, the 
sources said. 

The same sources said the 
investigation into the homb- 


ir 


ing was “almost complete” 
but expected the results of the 
investigation to be made pub- 
lic only after the pilgrimage 
season, which will begin in 
April. 

Saudi authorities are delay- 
ing the announcement until 
after the pilgrimage period to 
avoid any retaliation that 
could threaten the two mil- 
lion Muslims expected to 
visit the kingdom, home to 
Islam’s two holiest shrines at 
Mecca and Medina. 

Last month, an under- 
ground group in Saudi Ara- 
bia threatened to attack U.S. 
forces in the country unless 
jailed militants are freed by 
the end of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. The Muslim 
month of fasting ends in mid- 
February. 

The June 25 bombing was 
the second in less than a year 
to target U.S. troops stationed 
in Saudi Arabia. In Novem- 
ber (995. a bombing of a 
U.S.-run military training 
complex in Riyadh killed 
five American servicemen. 

About 5,000 U.S. military 
personnel are based in Saudi 
Arabia, the world's largest oil 
producer and a longtime 
American allv. 
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U. N. renews Cyprus 


Hebron — seen through a child’s eye^ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


force and looks to 
new negotiations 


UNITED NATIONS iR) — 
The Security Council on 
Monday renewed the man- 
date of the 1.200-member 
U.N. peacekeeping force in 
Cyprus until June 30. 1997 
and called for steps to facili- 
tate a new diplomatic drive 
to reunite the divided island. 

The resolution was adopt- 
ed unanimously, without any 
speeches. 

Cyprus has been virtually 
partitioned into a Greek 
Cypriot south and a Turkish 
Cypriot north since troops 
from Turkey landed in 1974 
in reaction to a coup in 
Nicosia backed by the mili- 
tary junta then ruling Greece. 

The U.N. peacekeeping 
force in Cyprus ( UNFICYPl 
was deployed in 1964 to halt 
violence between the two 
communities after a govern- 
■ment comprising representa- 
tives of both broke up three 
years after independence 
from Britain. 

The United Nations has 
been trying for years to bring 
the two sides back together 
in a bizonal. bicommunaJ 
federation. 

The council resolution 
deplored a series of incidents 
in recent months in which 
three Greek Cypriot civilians 
and a Turkish Cypriot soldier 
were killed, saying violence 
along the ceasefire lines had 
"reached a level not seen 
since 1974." 

It called on both sides to 


DUBAI f R) — A law ban- 
ning foreign lawyers from 
appearing in United Arab 
Emirates' ( UAE I coups has 
^fonte imo ( effect, bur 
lawyers said on Tuesday 
(hey hopdd fol an extension 
”'of the deadline. 

Issued in December 1991. 
the law set Dec. 23. 1996 as 
the cut-off date banning 
expatriate lawyers from 
courts. allowing only 
national lawyers to appear 
before judges. 

Things are a bit slow in 
the courts at the moment as 
foreign lawyers have to 
find local lawyers to repre- 
sent their clients," a UAE- 
lawyer said. 

“There is a feeling that 
the authorities may review 
the law and give a year or 
two extension." he added. 

“There is concern that 
things will really slow 
down. We are hoping for an 
extension." said another. 

Expatriate lawyers — 
mainly from Egypt. Jordan. 
Sudan and Syria — make 
. up the bulk of lawyers in 
the oil-rich UAE. 


accept a package of mea- 
sures designed to ease ten- 
sions. including unmanning 
military' posts in close prox- 
imity. barring rhe presence of 
loaded weapons along the 
ceasefire lines and adopting 
a code of conduct based on 
minimal force and propor- 
tional response. 

It also reiterated grave con- 
cern over “the excessive lev- 
els of military forces and 
armaments" and lack of 
progress towards a signifi- 
cant reduction in the number 
of foreign troops. The coun- 
cil called on all concerned to 
commit themselves to a 
reduction in defence spend- 
ing and in the foreign troop 
strength. 

The Greek Cypriot-led 
government ‘ recently 
acquired a number of tanks 
and other heavy weapons 
and is reported to be plan- 
ning to buy Russian-made S- 
300 air defence missiles, 
while some 30.000 Turkish 
troops are still in northern 
Cyprus. 

The council reiterated that 
the present situation on the 
island is unacceptable and 
welcomed efforts by the 
U.N. special representative 
for Cyprus. Han Song-loo of 
South Korea, to prepare the 
ground for "open-ended 
direct negotiations in the first 
half of 1997” between the 
leaders of the two communi- 
ties on an overall settlement. 


“In Dubai and Sharjah 
local lawyers make up 
roughly 20 per cent of prac- 
tising lawyers, but in other 
emirates the figure -is .much 
lower and possibly zerq in 
some emirates.” one said. 

The Gulf Today newspa- 
per quoted Under-secretary 
of Justice Sultan Saeed A1 
Badi as saying the decision 
was in line with President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A! Nahayan’s instructions 
“tp nationalise jobs and 
preserve justice and stabili- 
ty in the UAE." 

“He said the grace period 
was enough and the min- 
istry encouraged nationals 
to practise this profession. 
The cabinet . 

agreed to give them 
monthly financial incen- 
tives." it said, without giv- 
ing derails. 

Most national lawyers do 
not go into private practice 
on graduating, choosing 
instead to become prosecu- 
tors or in-house legal coun- 
sellors in federal ministries, 
lawyers said. 


HEBRON IR) — “Hey, 
Arab. I’m gonna beat you 
up,” cries a Jewish settler. 

The threat is shouted in 
Hebron. a flashpoint 
between Arab and Jew, but 
few take it seriously. The 
“settler" is barely six years 
old. 

He is waiting for the bul- 
let-proof school bus on 
Hebron’s Martyrs Street, 
where Palestinian traffic is 
banned, when an Arab 
schoolboy passes by on the 
other side. 

The Jewish child runs up 
behind the Palestinian, who 
walks on, head down. The 
Israeli soldiers guarding the 
shiny Jewish houses dotting 
the centre of this West Bank 
town take no notice. 
“Kids." says one with a 
shrug. 

More boys with bright 
skullcaps run past the 
machinegun positions and 
road spikes to catch the 
grille-fronted bus which 
duly arrives with an army 
jeep escort. 

The bus speeds down the 
hill to the next Jewish 
enclave on its way to Kiry- 
at Arba settlement on the 
edge of town, where chil- 
dren learn that Hebron, a 
city of more than 100,000 
Palestinians, is theirs since 
the time of Abraham. 

The younger children on 
the bus jostle and josh each 
other, oblivious of being 
watched. The older ones are 
suspicious of reporters. 
Their parents have told 
them the media are hostile 
to them. 

But one 12-year-old girl, 
Shlomit, is confident “My 
dream is thar Hebron will 
be built without Arabs,” she 
says, as Palestinian faces 
and homes flash by. "We 
can't live in peace with 
them... they don't want to 
live in peace, they are try- 
ing to murder us so why 
should we try to Eve with 
them?” 

How does she harbour 
such notions of apartheid? 
Why does a youngster 
threaten' . a Palestinian 
schoolboy outside his front 
door? 

"We can't ignore the fact 
that they have grown up 
with hatred on the side of 
the Arabs.” says Shani 
Horowitz, one of the moth- 


British troops 

LONDON (AFP) — 
British soldiers serving in 
the 1991 alUed campaign 
against Iraq were given 
secret, still unidentified 
injections against biolog- 
ical warfare agents, "a 
press report said here 
Tuesday. 

The Independent said it 
had been told that “five 
or six” injections were 
not recorded on the 
troops' medical records 
and have still not been 
formally acknowledged 
by the Ministiy of 


ers who puts her children 
on the school bus each 
morning on Martyrs Street. 

‘That haired started from 
the Arabs... that is why 
sometimes they Eke to 
show their own muscle and 
uy to show that they have 
strength and can stand up 
against this hatred,” says 
Ms. Horowitz, an immi- 
grant from the United 
States who moved to cen- 
tral Hebron 14 years ago. 

“My children love this 
place with all their hearts,” 
Ms. Horowitz, says. 'They 
identify with what we are 
doing here.” 

Just what they are doing 
in Hebron is a major point 
of contention delaying the 
Israeli -Palestinian peace 

agreement 

Palestinians say settlers 
are "stealing” their land by 
force to prevent its return to 
Arab rule. The settlers say 
they are “redeeming” the 
land promised them in the 
Bible. 

“Hebron is the root of the 
entire land of Israel.” main- 
tains Moshe Bleicher, head 
of the Jewish religious col- 
lege which has taken over a 
Palestinian high school and 
Hebron's central bus sta- 
tion, just down the street 
from die Horowitzes. 

“We shall fight for 
Hebron as the land of 
Israel. There is no differ- 
ence between Hebron and 
Tel Aviv,” he says. The 200 
students at Bleicher 's col- 
lege make up about half the 
Jews in central Hebron, 
many of whom walk 
around with Uzi sub- 
machineguns. 

The guns, the sealed Arab 
streets and shops around 
the settler enclaves, the 
sidelong glances of fear or 
contempt from both sides 
make Hebron a grim place. 
But Ms. Horowitz, like 
many of the 130,000 set- 
tlers in the West Bank and 
Gaza, is on a mission from 
God. 

Her seven children have a 
good Efe. they know noth- 
ing else, she says. They are 
learning Jewish spiritual 
values, not the budding 
American-style con- 
sumerism of Tel Aviv, she 
says proudly. She denies 
living in a self-imposed 
ghetto from where her chil- 


Defence (MoD). 

Campaigners fighting 
for the ailment known as 
Gulf war syndrome to be 
recognised, fear that 
some of the injections 
could have been experi- 
mental, the paper noted. 

It added that the Royal 
Air Force medical expert 
appointed to investigate 
veterans’ complaints was 
unaware of them. 

In a recent private ses- 
sion of the House of 
Commons select com- 
mittee on defence, an 


dfen see only a distorted 
image of Arabs and the 
Western world. 

Most of the children on 
the bus have never spoken 
to a Palestinian. They move 
behind bullet-proof glass 
from central Hebron to 
fenced-in Kiiyat Arba 
where they learn and play. 
If they ride a bike or walk 
in the street, a soldier 
stands guard. 

“It wasn't always like 
this.” laments Ms. 
Horowitz, who says that 
before the Palestinian 
uprising and the 1993 self- 
rule Oslo accord she could 
walk all over the city. Now 
Palestinians are threatened 
if they cooperate with the 
settlers who have become 
the target of stones and bul- 
lets, she says. 

“I constantly emphasise 
to my children that not 
every Palestinian is a ter- 
rorist. As you see we have 
Palestinians work here 
building a Jewish home 
right in our backyard.” 

She agrees the workers 
are desperate for money 
because of the closures of 
the West Bank. “What’s 
more on their mind is to 
make their money and eat 
their food and no big 
thoughts of Palestinian 
government. Those 

thoughts were put into their 
head by us, well, not by us, 
but by our government and 
the leftists and by (Yasser) 
Arafat.” she adds. 

And what thoughts are in 
the heads of the children on 
the bus? 

“We are doing the Arabs a 
favour by letting them Eve 
here,” says Shlomit. “If 
they throw a stone at me or 
shoot at me, why should 1 
aUow them (to Eve here)?” 
she asks. 

Alaa Jaabarv. who sees 
Shlomit's bus from the win- 
dow of his dour apartment 
house, does not think he is 
being done a favour by 
being allowed to Eve in 
what he regards as his own 
country. 

“I dream to Eve like 
them,” he says of the set- 
tlers as he prepares to walk 
to his united nations-run 
school. “It's our land and 
they have’ more freedom 
than US. 

The Jaabary home is near 


opposition Labour 
deputy asked the Sur- 
geon-General Tony Rev- 
ell bow' many vaccina- 
tions the MoD had not 
admitted to. according to 
the Independent. 

He reportedly replied 
that the number was five 
or six. Earlier this 
month. the MoD 
acknowledged having 
unwittingly misled par- 
liament on the extent of 
its use of toxic chemical 
pesticides in the Gulf 
war. 


the Ibrahimi Mosque; a site 
holy to Jews and Muslims. 
Settlers have been taking 
over houses, near the site 
since Israel captured the 
West Bank in 1967. A local 
market has been closed and 
restrictions on Arabs tight- 
ened since U.S.-born settler 
baruch goldstein killed 30 
Muslims praying ar the 
site's al-ibrahimi mosque 
nearly three years ago. 

“We can't do anything,” 
coraplai ns 1 1 -year-old 

Alaa. “Even in our court- 
yard. they will not let us 
play. We used to go and 
play in the market. Now 
they took it all. We are sur- 
rounded from everywhere 
as if we are in a war.” Alaa. 
his three sisters and brother 
share the same fear of being 
attacked by the other side 
as the Jewish youngsters. 

In interviews they reel off 
a litany of mirror-image 
complaints of violence, 
intolerance and incompre- 
hension. But they nurture a 
deep sense of injustice, that 
the settlers, with IsraeE and 
foreign backing, are gnaw- 
ing away at their land and 
lives. 

“They don't want co-exis- 
tence.” says alaa's elder sis- 
ter Shireen. "they make us 
feel by their look that we 
are living in their country. 
They always make prob- 
lems for us.” 

Will life improve if the 
staUed deal on an IsraeE 
troop pullback from 80 per 
cent of Hebron is reached? 
"no,” interjects their mother 
intisar Jaabary. “the settlers 
will still be here. They do 
not want to live with US as 
equals.” 

“The settlers will have to 
leave,” adds her husband 
Shihdeh Jaabary. "Only 
Jews who accept to Eve 
under Palestinian authority 
rule can live alongside us. 
The others can go back to 
Tel Aviv. We have nowhere 
else but here.” The kids' 
expectations of self-rule are 
simple — somewhere to 
play unharassed and some- 
one to stand up for them. 

“We’ll have our own sol- 
diers,” Alaa says of the 
Palestinian police. “Of 
course, they may beat us 
too,” he adds thoughtfully, 
“but they won’t put us in 
jail.” 


The oreano-phosphate 
pesticides are among ele- 
ments being blamed for 
Gulf war syndrome, a 
basket of neurological 
and psychological symp- 
toms reported by many 
British veterans of the 
1991 allied campaign 
against Iraq. 

The disclosure came 
after Britain launched a 
double-barrel three-year 
study into the causes and 
effects of the syndrome. 


UAE bans foreign 
lawyers from courts 


in Gulf war given secret injections — report 



Bahrain to form national guard 

MANAMA (R) — Bahrain plans to form a national 
guard force to boost its security, Crown Ponce 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Isa A3 Khalifa was on Tuesday 
quoted as saying. ‘To strengthen security and stabil- 
ity and to increase safety of the country and the resi- 
dents, an erairi decree will be issued to ioito a 
national guard force,’’ said Sheikh Hamad, who is 
also commander in chief of Bahrain's defence force. 
Local newspapers said Sheikh Hamad was speaking 
on Monday. The island, which celebrated its silver 
jubilee on Dec. 16, faces civil unrest by members of 
its majority Shi’ice Muslims seeking political and 
economic reforms. Around 27 people have been 
killed in two years- of sporadic protests, violence and 
arson attacks. Hundreds of people have also been 
detained. 

U. S. concerned over Iran-Turkey trade deals 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States voiced 
concern on Monday at NATO ally Turkey s decision 
to sign economic agreements with Tran last week in 
defiance of U.S. calls to isolate Tehran. "We remain 
concerned... by all efforts to intensify cooperative 
relations with Iran until Tehran reforms its unaccept- 
able international policies,” State Department 
Spokesman Glyn Davies said. The United States 
accuses Iran of being the most active state sponsor of 
anti-Western terrorism. It also faults Tehran for 
opposing the Middle East process and allegedly 
seekins~ro acquire weapons of mass destruction. 
“The furkish government knows well our concerns, 
we communicate them to them frequently, and we 
will maintain an active dialogue with the government, 
of Turkey,” Mr. Davies told reporters at the depart- 
ment's daily briefing. The agreements, designed to 
double trade between Turkey and Iran to $2 billion, 
were signed near the end of a four-day visit to Turkey 
last week by Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. 

Netanyahu to meet Pope in January 

ROME (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu will meet Pope John Paul II in Rome dur- 
ing a Visit at the end of January, the Italian news 
agency ANSA reported Monday. In an interview he 
gave to an ItaEan television station to be transmitted 
on Jan. 1 , Mr. Netanyahu is quoted as saying: “I will 
be in Rome at the end of January' and on this occa- 
sion I will naturally also meet the Pope and visit the 
Vatican.” 


Israel reports ’worrisome- 
drop in migrants from West 


The Jerusalem Post 

THERE HAS been a "wor- 
risome” drop of some 10 
per cent in the number of 
immigrants from the West 
this year. Jewish Agency 
Chairman Avraham Burg 
said yesterday. 

In the first 1 1 months of 
1996, the number of immi- 
grants from the U.S. and 
Canada stood at 2.7S0 as 
compared with 3,218 in the 
same period last year, he 
said. This was true of all the 
Western countries except 
France, where the number 
rose in January-November 
1996 to 2.103 as compared 
with 1 ,885 in the same peri- 
od of the previous year. 

Mr. Burg said the agency 
was preparing a five-year 
plan, together with the gov- 


ernment, to encourage 
immigration from the WesL 
‘To complete the mosaic 
that is Israel,” he said, 
another 250,000-500.000 
Jews from the West should 
come here, at least on a par- 
tial basis such as having a 
second home in Israel. 

On the other hand, the 
statistics for the first II 
months of 1996 showed 


that the trend in immigra- 
tion from the CIS (Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States) remained stable at 
about five per cent of the- 
remaining Jewish popula- 
tion in the former . Soviet 
Union, he said. By the end 
of this month, therefore, the 
total aiiya for J 996 from 
the CIS is expected to reach 
approximately 5S.000. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 632785. 

St. Joseph C-hurch Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


13:30 ..Bahrain. Abu Dhabi 
IGFi 


Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 J. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824323. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics ParishTel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise further with clouds 


appearing at 

different aid- 

tudes. and winds southwesier- 

lv moderate 

to active. In 

Aqaba, i! will be warm, winds 

southerly moderate and seas 

rough. 



05/19 


11/25 

Deserts 

04/20 


Jordan Valley’ 12/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 23 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 57 per 
cent. Aqaba 40 percenL 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim ...830432 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 832642 

Dr. Khalil A1 Tusluq ..757253 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 28 1484 

AI Quds pharmacy (— J 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 985445 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...98541 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661 1 1] 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 III, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 


Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police $43402 

Traffic Police 8963 90 


Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0S- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
AkOeb Maternity. 64244 1 /2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636 140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital S45S45 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 i 0 1 /3 

AI-Bashir, 775 1 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
1 09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 ’ 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 


mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 
09:45 Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 

11:00 ...Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

15:30 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

17 i35 ....Brussels, Vienna (RJ) 
18:10 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 Rome (RJ) 

18:22 Rome (add) (RJ) 

18:45 Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

10:10 -Madrid. Berlin (RJ) 

19:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:50 Singapore. Jakarta (add) 
(RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

23:59 Jeddah (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:00 ....Sanaa. Hudaidah iTY) 

10:30 Jeddah (SVj 

12:35 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 


12:40 Abu Dhabi (GF> 

13:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:45 Algiers (AH) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus lAFi 

21:40 .Tel Aviv <LY) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:15 '....Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

03:00 Jeddah ( RJ) 

°S:°0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

10:15 Rome (add) (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11 =25 Casablanca (RJ i 

13:00 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:00 Jeddah (add,) (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

19=45 Colombo (RJ) 

20:00 Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 ...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 .....Calcutta, Bangkok 
(RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22;i15 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

11:0° ..Hudaidah. Sanaa (IY) 
12:00 Jeddah (SV) 


14:30 .Tunis (TU> 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

10:30 Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23: 10 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings <RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


i'*ruuvni riviLro 

UpperAower price in fils per kg- 

Apple 

70Q600 

Banana. 

. 550550 

Banana (imported)— 
Cabbage 

60/40 

Carrot 

260/120 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) ... 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant. 

130/100 

120180 

210/100 

J4(V80 

Garlic 

..-850/600 

Grape fruit 

-.-15MOO 

Lemon 

..3901250 

Marrow (large).. 

80/40 

Marrow (small) 

-.130/100 

On] on (green) 

_..16Q/10O 

Onion (dry) .. 

1W80 

Oransie 

56O/400 

PeDDer(hm) 24A/15QJ 

Pepper (sweet) 

—190/100' 

Potato .._ 

--260/160 

Spinach ... _ . 

150/100 

String Bean....„„.„ 

..370/300 


Tomato -.150/100 
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Home News 

Princess commends disability awareness 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, December 25, 1996 



HRH Princess Basnia Tuesday distributes a prize to one of the winners of a Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Development competition. The competition attempts to promote 
disability awareness and solidarity among all sectors of Jordanian society (Petra 
photo) 


CDD issues warning as 
to water pump usage 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Basma Tuesday 
commended an increasing 
public awareness of the 
importance of cooperation 
and solidarity among ail 
sectors of the Kingdom, 
according to a Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF) statement. 

The Princess spoke dur- 
ing a QAF ceremony held 
at the King Abdullah 
Mosque's Islamic Cultural 
Centre in which prizes were 
distributed for the 1996 
Hashemite Competition for 
Health and Social Solidari- 
ty- 

She described the compe- 
tition as a model of cooper- 
ation between public and 
private institutions andnon- 
govemmental organisations 
NGOsJ as well as a viable 
approach in promoting dis- 
abled awareness while pro- 
viding needed rehabilitative 
assistance, the statement 
said. 

The Princess affirmed 
that the support QAF 
receives enables the fund to 
serve local communities in 
all pans of the Kingdom. 

She also mentioned Al- 
Bir Wal-Ihsan Charity 
Campaign, due to be organ- 
ised by the QAF during the 
month of Ramadan, while 
thanking the organisations 


and individuals who con- 
tributed to the success of 
ihe comped tion. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs. Abdel 
Sulam AI Abbadi spoke at 
the ceremony, stating that 
the competition represents 
the highly successful 
approach of consolidating 
the national development 
process and providing 
assistance and support to 
groups with special needs. 

He described the competi- 
tion as one of the bright fea- 
tures of Islamic teachings, 
which calls for helping the 
needy in ail possible ways, 
the statement said. 

The minister expressed 
his appreciation for the 
QAF development initia- 
tives and projected that the 
success of this competition 
is indicative of the success 
expected in the Bir Wal- 
Ihsan Charily Campaign. 

QAF Executive Director 
Awni Bashir said (his 
year's competition, which 
aimed at helping the deaf 
and promoting public 
awareness of hearing pro- 
tection, has achieved its 
objectives, the statement 
said. 

He stated that approxi- 
mately 250,000 people took 
pan in the competition 
which helped secure funds 


needed for programmes 
aimed at deaf rehabilitation 
in die schools in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of 
Education. 

At the end of the ceremo- 
ny, the Princess distributed 
prizes to the competition 
winners and shields and 
certificates for the institu- 
tions and individuals who 


provided the prizes as well 
as for those who took part 
in organising die competi- 
tion. 

A total of 45 prizes, with 
an estimated value of JD 
15,000. were distributed, 
the statement said. 

The QAF organises the 
competition which annually 


targets a certain disability: 
deaf awareness being this 
year's theme. 

The competition aims at 
promoting public aware- 
ness of the importance of 
supporting those in need, 
and enhancing a sense of 
solidarity among all sectors 
of society. 


By Ran a Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Civil Defence 
Department (CDD.J offi- 
cials Tuesday confirmed 
that suffocation incidents 
resulting from water pump 
motors, used for maintain- 
ing wells, have been on the 
increase. 

-We have noted a con- 
stant repetition and increase 
in this kind of accident this 
year, which caused the 
unfortunate deaths and 
injury of dozens of people.” 
First Lieutenant Aref 
Tarawneh of the Prevention 
Awareness Department 
(PAD), at the CDD, said. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Lieut. 
Tarawneh referred to a 
Monday incident in Irbid in 
which two people inhaled 
poisonous gases while 
attempting to clean a water 
well in the area of Kufer 
Assad. 

. The two, identified as 
Haiti Abdul Rahim, 38, and 


his brother, Abdul Latif, 25, 
were listed in fair condi- 
tion. according to CDD 
officials. 

“Lamentably, [in many 
cases] people who want to 
clean or maintain a water 
well decide to take a water 
pump with them inside the 
well and begin pumping 
without following any safe- 
ty measures,” Lieut. 
Tarawneh said. 

“These individuals are 
not aware that poisonous 
gases are emitting from the 
water pump in the process,” 
he explained. 

The CDD official 
described poisonous gases 
as consuming the existing 
oxygen, "and the tight 
space in which these indi- 
viduals find themselves 
forces them to inhale car- 
bon dioxide 

He urged extra precau- 
tionary measures in using 
pumping motors, pointing 
out that the safest method 
would be to keep the water 
pump outside the well 


when wanting to clean or 
maintain a well. 

“Water pumps usually 
have hoses attached to them 
and we urge people to keep 
the motor pumps exterior to 
the well and to only extend 
the hose to the well,” he 
admonished. 

Two weeks ago, one per- 
son was killed and four oth- 
ers were injured in Mafraq, 
through poisonous gas 
inhalation while maintain- 
ing a cesspool in a paper 
factory. 

During the past six 
months, CDD records said 
four people were killed and 
six more were injured from 
inhaling carbon dioxide in 
several incidents involving 
well maintenance. 

“We are constantly 
launching awareness cam- 
paigns to advise people cm 
safe water pump opera- 
tions, but it seems that no 
one is listening to our direc- 
tions,” Lieut. Tarawneh 
lamented. 


CAA announces plans to 
upgrade travel services 


Wadi Mousa laments lack of adequate medical care 
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By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A voluntary 
society of doctors offered 
one day of free treatment to 
residents in Wadi Mousa 
last Friday and in the 
process discovered a des- 
perate need for health ser- 
vices and a new secondary' 
school building. 

The Jordanian Associa- 
tion of Health Culture 
(JAHC) mandated eight 
medical specialists, armed 
with pharmaceutical and 
dairy donations from • the 
DarAlDawa’ pharmaceu- 
tical company and Roussel 
dairy company, to Wadi 
Mousa and they treated 
over S00 patients and pre- 
scribed medication to 


approximately 500 others. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Dr. Hassan 
Badaran. an ear. nose and 
throat specialist and JAHC 
member, stated: “I treated 
many neglected cases of 
chronic allergies and ear 
infections and one rare case 
of rhinolith in one school 
girl, which is an illness sim- 
ilar to kidney stones in that 
a stone forms in the nose 
cavirv, a very rare disease 
psuaily restricted- to .remote 
' areas.’ - 

-“[Residents] are deprived 
of medical care and it was 
our duty to treat as many 
cases as we could," he 
added. 

According to Dr. 
Badaran, the JAHC will 
next write recommenda- 


tions to the mayor of Wadi 
Mousa and the Ministry of 
Health. 

There is currently no hos- 
pital in Wadi Mousa. a city 
of 20.000 residents with 
only two general practition- 
ers and one visiting sur- 
geon. 

The Ministry of Health is 
currently appraising a site 
for a hospital in Tibeh. 
eight kilometres south of 
rbe area. ( but that is far away 
ffojn the residents of Wadi 
Mousa. and they are dissat- 
isfied with the .proposed 
location. Dr. Badaran 
reported. 

President of the JAHC 
Zuhair Abu Ferris, asserted 
“a great need for medical 
help” in Wadi Mousa and 
further stated "high num- 


HUDC awards contract to local firm 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Corporation 
(HUDC) Tuesday awarded 
a local Jordanian firm a JD 
380, 000 contract to lay the 
infrastructure for a housing 
estate near Zarqa, north of 
Amman. 

HUDC Director General 
Yusef Hiyasat, who signed 
the deal with the manager 
of the local firm, said that 
the project is scheduled to 
achieve completion in 240 
days and is to be arranged 
on 65 dunums of land 
which will be divided into 
102 plots for residential and 
commercial purposes. 

The project emails laying 
networks for roads and 
alleys over a 24,000 square 
metre in area, a water net- 
work of 3,500 metres in 


length, a 2,000 metre 
sewage network, in addi- 
tion to electricity, telephone 
networks, public gardens, 
retaining walls and other 
services for the estate. Mr. 
Hiyasat explained. 

He said that project bene- 
ficiaries will be asked to 
start saving with the HUDC 
over the next two months 
so as to ensure priority sta- 
tus for land ownership on 
which they can construct 
their homes. 

Beneficiaries must be Jor- 
danian citizens who have 
not yet benefited from any 
previous housing project 
and who have no homes of 
their own, he said adding 
that HUDC takes other fac- 
tors into consideration in 
choosing beneficiaries such 
as socio-economic condi- 


tion and number of depen- 
dants. 

Mr. Hiyasat described the 
project as an extension to 
the second phase of the 
Batniwi Housing Estate in 
the Zarqa Govemorate, 
stressing that limited 
income groups will be 
given preference over oth- 
ers in the HUDC decision. 

He explained that the first 
phase of the Batrawi Hous- 
ing Estate was distributed 
in 1992 and thus far 342 
housing units have been 
builfin it, housing approxi- 
mately 6,000 people. 

The HUDC has previous- 
ly implemented two hous- 
ing projects in Zarqa also 
benefiting limited income 
groups. 
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* Two plays entitled 


“The City of Sawsanah" 


and “The Three Com- 

rades" at the Royal Cultur- 

al Centre on Wednesday 
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and Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 
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* Seminar on "Political 


Parties’ Status in the Polit- 


ical System, and their Role 


in Political Upbringing" 


and “Standards of Political 

• 

Parties Classification” by 

’• 

Dr. Mohammad Al 

1 

Tarawneh and Dr. Ahmad 
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Nofal at Al Wa’ed Party 
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* Products of the Jordan 
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Design and Trade Centre 
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of Noor Al Hussein Foun- 
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dation at the Movenpick 
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Hotel, Petra, until Jan. 10. 

* “Special show and sale 
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of Christmas crafts at the 
Jordan Crafts Centre 
(Alaydi). Jabal Amman, 
Second Circle (Tel. 
644555), until Dec. 31. 

!S Christmas special at 
the Jordan River Designs 
showroom (hand-made 
ornaments and decora- 
tion). Jabal Amman, First 
Circle' (Tel. 613081/2). 
until Dec. 3 1 . 

* Works by Spanish 
painter Clara Amado at 
Institute Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman until 15 Jan. 

* Exhibition of colourful 
gifts and crafts designed 
by Andrea Atalla at the 
Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, Wadi Saqra 
Street (Tel. 699141/2). 
until Jan. 10. 

* Works by several 
artists entitled “The Artist 
and the Environment” by 
several artists at Alia An 
Gallery, Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 30. 

♦Water colour works by 
Jabbar Mijbil entitled 


“Declared Hunches" at 
Orfali Art Gallery. Umm 
Utheina, until Dec. 25. 

* Works by ten contem- 
porary Indonesian artists 
entitled “From Scripts to 
Abstraction” at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts (open daily except 
Tuesdays), until Jan. 12. 

* Painting exhibition by 
Hind Nasser at the Jordan 
Arts and Crafts 
Centre/Artisanu, Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 647858), 
until Jan. 10. Also display- 
ing a regular exhibition of 
arts and crafts and Christ- 
mas items. 

♦Display of Christmas 
gift items at die Bani 
Hamida House, Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 65S696/7 ) 
until Jan. 2. 

* Works by Rula Al 
Shuquiri at Darat A I 
Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Jan. 4. Also display- 
ing works by contempo- 
rary Arab aritsis. 


bers of allergies and mis- 
carriages from one particu- 
lar school in the city." 

Director of the Wadi 
Mousa Youth Centre Asma 
Tueissi spoke of the symp- 
toms students and teachers 
are reporting at the Sec- 
ondary School for Girls, 
where, she said. 35 teachers 
have suffered miscarriages. 

"The school is built out of 
a [certain] wood, resulting 
in miscarriages and stu- 
dents fainting while some 
suffer. from acute $iergTe J s," 
she added. . 

Dr. Badaran confirmed 
that, indeed, he had treated 
30 students at the school 
who were diagnosed with 
allergies, speculating that 
the problem may have to do 
with asbestos in the build- 


ing. 

Ms. Tuessi stressed the 
need for a new school 
building, stating that the 
city had proposed a new 
location to the Ministry of 
Education, and that now "it 
is the responsibility of the 
ministry.” 

She also cited the Min- 
istry of Education as 
responding that a new 
building depended on bud- 
get constraints. 

■ Minis oty \of - Education 
officials were hot available 
for comment Tuesday. 

“We are ail so thankful to 
Dr. Abu Ferris for bringing 
his team to our city and 
now we must wait and see 
what improvements can be 
made," she said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) is embarking on 
plans for reorganising air 
travel services and com- 
munications slated to 
commence in 1997 and 
end in 2010. CAA Director 
General Jaser Ziyad 
announced Tuesday. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
he affirmed that the Queen 
Alia International Airport 
is slated to modernise pas- 
. senger lounges, customs 
facilities, the luggage han- 
dling' system and other 
utilities. 

The CAA recently 
announced two tenders for 
modernising the airport’s 
radar system as well as the 
central air control facility 
and stated that if every- 


thing runs according to 
schedule, by the end of 
1997 these facilities as 
well as a new air traffic 
control services will be 
operative at the airport. 

During 1996. the CAA 
upgraded the airport's two 
runways as well as the 
runway of the Marka air- 
port at a total cost of JD 2 
million and installed new 
instruments for monitor- 
ing weather conditions at 
the international airport, 
Mr. Ziyad said 

Also completed this 
year, was the installation 
of a JD 2.2 million radar 
system as well as a mod- 
ernised passenger lounge 
at the northern terminal 
building and plans have 
been made for equally 
modernising the southern 


building during 1997. 

At Marka aiiport the 
CAA chief said that new 
communications instru- 
ments have been installed, 
while at the Aqaba airport 
new communications 
equipment has been 
linked. 

Mr. Ziyad stated that this 
year the CAA expects rev- 
enues to. reach JD II mil- 
lion. 

Last year, the CAA 
announced that it was 
allocating a total of JD 60 
million dedicated to the 
modernisation of the three 
civil airports over a period 
of three years. 


Eco-tourism suggested as way to preserve site authenticity 


By Christina Schlegf 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A partnership 
between architectural her- 
itage and heritage tourism, 
as a means to simultaneous- 
ly bolster tourism and pre- 
serve historical sites, is a 
necessary step in introduc- 
ing eco-tourism to the 
Kingdom, architect Leen 
Fakhouri stated in a Mon- 
day lecture, sponsored by 
the Friends of Archaeology 
(FoA). 

Ms. Fakhouri. who teach- 
es at the University of Jor- 
dan Faculty of Architecture, 
emphasised that in view of 
the tourism sector's eco- 
nomic role in the country, 
the introduction of ecologi- 
cal tourism — a package of 
various plans which cause 
minimal damage to the 
environment or even have a 
positive impact upon it — 
is of vital importance. 

Eco-tourism is applicable 
to all ancient sites to ensure 
that such attractions are not 
irreversibly harmed by 
mass tourism. 


“But eco-tourism," she 
asserted, “is not only of 
benefit to the environment 
and its residents but also 
attracts tourists in an envi- 
ronmentally friendly way, 
[even to sites] which are not 
considered as the country’s 
major attractions. 

As an example, she cited 
the restoration of what is 
now known as Tayabat 
Zaman, where the village 
council approached private 
investors to restore old 
buildings and turn them 
into a tourist village. 

“In such a case, both par- 
ties can benefit from the 
arrangement. At Tayabat 
Zaman, investors and home 
owners share the net prof- 
its." Ms. Fakhouri 
explained. 

Ms. Fakhouri. who was 
the architectural team 
leader for the village 
restoration, said that, 
according to a contract 
between the owners and 
investors, the villagers ow'n 
project shares and receive a 
fixed annual income. 

After the contract expira- 
tion. they can decide 


whether they want to renew 
the contract. 

“This is a positive oppor- 
tunity for the next genera- 
tion to make their own deci- 
sions, in case they desire to 
use the houses for their own 
purposes. 

The idea of creating a 
tourist village also consid- 
erably increased the land's 
value, Ms. Fakhouri added. 

According to a study, 
conducted by her organisa- 
tion in the first ten months 
of 1995, 64 new construc- 
tion licences were granted 
as compared to 20 licences 
in all of 1990. 

Another indicator of the 
economic impact of the 
project, Ms. Fakhouri said, 
is that the monthly rent for 
such houses quadrupled in 
that period from JD 25 to its 
current average rate of JD 
100 . 

“Eco-tourism,” she main- 
tained, “is also a way to 
create new jobs without 
people having to leave 
their village and move to 
the city." 

In case of Tayabat Zaman, 
aJJ construction workers 


were hired from the village 
itself. 

Additionally, 70 per cent 
of the staff managing the 
tourist village is recruited 
from the town. 

Handicrafts are also made 
and sold by local woman. 

However, Ms. Fakhouri 
prioritised the increase of 
environmental public 
awareness and the value- it 
represents. 

“We must, strengthen pop- 
ular pride of our heritage," 
she said. 

Ms. Fakhouri added that a 
modem living standard 
seems more meaningful to 
many people than the 
restoration of old houses. 

We also lack documented 
experience to avoid repeat- 
ing the same mistakes, she 
stated. She cited the exam- 
ple of the Dana natural 
reserve, where parts of a 
village were restored two 
years ago. 

“Whar is missing is docu- 
mentation about the work 
process, a plan of action 
and studies as to how they 
handled the whole mecha- 
nism," Ms. Fakhouri 


remonstrated. 

Another problem, she 
noted, is that any site, 
which was been built dur- 
ing and subsequent to the 
1 8th century is not official- 
ly protected by the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities. 

“If we can establish a 
partnership between archi- 
tectural heritage and 
tourism, which brings 
architects, environmental- 
ists and local authorities 
together, then we also have 
to ensure that a legal entity 
will monitor its headway,” 
Mrs. Fakhouri asserted. 

The forth major problem, 
she cited, is the lack of a 
necessary infrastructure to 
deal with mass tourism. 

That does not mean a lack 
of hotels, which are built in 
abundance at major sites, 
but scarcity of roads, public 
transportation and electrici- 
ty 

Tourists, Ms. Fakhouri 
concluded, are looking for 
authentic arenas apart from 
major attractions and eco- 
tourism is an authentic 
approach in the provision 
of such sites. 


Do we really need winter protection from the sun? 


By Nadia Mukbtis 

Special io lhi .h >1 dun Times 

DO YOU protect >t>ur.*.clf from the 
sun? 

Thy sun can be u culprit in caus- 
ing skin damage if protection is not 
correctly applied, even rn winter. 

This can range from photo dam- 
age to premature wrinkling, exces- 
sive melasma (pigmentation of the 
skin), yellowing of die skin, freck- 
les, lentagio and skin cancer, der- 
matologist Midhat Abdul Malik, in 
Amman said. 

Different methods are suggested 
in project and treat damaged skin, 
according io D>. Malik, and using 
sun protection is the lust step to 
prevent damage. 

A .second dermatologist. R. 
Mohammed Zeki. advises adminis- 
tering sunscreen to babies as soon 
as they initiate outside movement. 


labelling them as “prime targets" 

There are two types of protective 
agents. Dr. Malik explained, sun 
block, like titanium and zinc oxide 
which are physical agents which 
prevent sun rays from reaching the 
skin by reflecting UVA and UVB 
sun rays and must be generously 
Applied for skin protection. 

The second option is a chemical 
sun screen which contains para 
amino benzoic acid (PABA), and 
which fillers UVA rays allowing the 
entrance of harmless? .rays and 
reflecting the harmful ones, he 
added. 

Dr. Malik described fair-skinned 
people and redheads as under an 
increased threat of skin disease and 
therefore need more protection than 
those with darker skin. 

There are different ways to treat 
photo-ageing problems, the first 
and most simple, according to Dr. 


Malik, are chemical peelings. 

According to the doctor, the most 
common peels used in the Kingdom 
are: phenol peels, which use tri- 
chloro acid, glycolic acid peel and 
lactic acid peel in which alpha 
hydroxy acids are used in different 
concentrations. 

Many of these acids are actually 
derived from fruit, milk and other 
substances, used for centuries to 
smooth the skin. 

Also used in Jordan, are peelings 
processed by vitamin- A deriva- 
tives. such as the highly touted 
reiin-A cream. 

All peels according to Dr. Malik, 
help guard against skin cancer. 

To treat fine wrinkles, he sug- 
gests using anti-oxidants and vita- 
mins A, E and C and as for deep 
wrinkles, he advises using the sur- 
gical procedure of an ultra pulse 
C02 laser. 


Collagen injections, however, 
were not advised by Dr, Malik, as a 
method to treat wrinkles as "they 
are costly and hold only temporary 
effects." 

In the pursuit of better skin, he 
advised that those who smoke, 
immediately quit as smoking 
reduces blood supply to the skin 
leading to the decrease of blood 
needed for the formation of colla- 
gen, el as tin and keratin. 

These proteins are responsible for 
the elastic property of the skin and 
cellular formation. 

Eating a high fiber diet, drinking 
water, cutting down on caffeine 
consumption, reducing alcohol 
intake and engaging in athletic 
activity were also among his sug- 
gestions. 
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Algerian security forces kill 
7 armed fundamentalists 


.ALGIERS (Agencies.) — 
Algerian security forces 
killed seven armed Islamic 
extremists and wounded 
many others in a sweep in 
the Aflou region. 400 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, the 
press reported Tuesday. 

The Liberte daily said that 
the security forces were 
engaged in their second ma- 
jor operation in recent 
weeks in the region, where 
fundamentalist gunmen 
have carried out several 
massacres of civilians. 

According to press fi- 
gures. at least 37 Islamic 
guerrillas waging a civil 
war against the secular, mil- 
itary-backed regime have 
been killed in the past week. 

But armed groups have 
pursued their campaign and 
have been blamed for a big 
car bomb blast in a crowded 
pan of central Algiers 
Monday, which killed eight 
people and wounded 70 oth- 
ers. according to hospital 
sources. 

The explosion came days 
after Prime Minister Ahmed 
Ouvuhia repeated a govern- 
ment claim that the authori- 
ties were largely on top of 


terrorism, and as the most 
radical of the extremist 
movements appeared to be 
seeking a comeback in the 
capitaf. which had been 
spared random bomb at- 
tacks for some months. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA> has recently reim- 
posed a reign of terror over 
the Kasbah, the old quarter 
of the city, where armed 
men kill people, either by 
siicting their throats or by 
machine-gunning them, 
sometimes in broad day- 
light. 

Islamic extremists took up 
arms against Algeria’s mili- 
tary-backed government in 
1992. after the cancellation 
of the second round of elec- 
tions which the now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) was poised to win. 

The civil war — in which 
the security forces have 
been blamed for many of 
the brutal killings — has 
claimed more than 50,000 
lives, according to Western 
estimates, and at least 
80.000. according to the 
head of one of Algeria's Hu- 
man Rights Leagues. 

Meanwhile. GLA has 


threatened fresh bomb at- 
tacks in France unless Pre- 
sident Jacques Chirac inter- 
venes to free one of its lead- 
ers sentenced to death in 
Algeria, a senior French of- 
ficial said Tuesday. 

The threat was contained 
in a letter to Mr. Chirac pur- 
porting to come from the 
GIA, the official, who asked 
not to’ named, said. 

The GIA was blamed for 
bomb attacks which killed 
eight people in France last 
year and is suspected of a 
similar attack which killed 
four commuters on a Paris 
train earlier this month. 

The official said the letter 
did not specifically mention 
the Dec. 3 bombing at the 
Port-Royal train station, but 
made a reference to an un- 
specified recent event and 
threatened to “continue" at- 
tacks. 

He said the Interior Minis- 
try may issue an official 
statement later in the day. 

French radio said the GIA 
demanded that Mr. Chirac 
secure the release of GIA 
leader Abu-Adlan Abdelhaq 
Layada, held and sentenced 
to death in Algeria, and 


other members of the group. 

The GIA wrote to Mr. 
Chirac last year, at the 
height of the wave of bomb- 
ings in France, demanding 
that France sever links with 
its former colony "and that 
Mr. Chirac convert to Islam. 

Last March the GIA kid- 
napped seven French monks 
in Algeria, demanding the 
release of Muslim rebels 
jailed in Algeria. The 
monks’ throats were slit 
nearly two months later. 

The group was .also res- 
ponsible for- the Christmas 
’ 1994 hijacking -of a French 
airliner in Algiers. The four 
hijackers killed three pas- 
sengers and were shot dead 
by French police after the 
plane landed in Marseille, 
southern France. 

The GIA has accused 
France of backing Algeria's 
military authorities. 

It has claimed responsibil- 
ity for killing dozens of for- 
eigners in Algeria and the 
country's deadliest bomb 
attack in January 1995 
when a suicide bomber 
slammed a car into a police 
station, killing 42. 


Bhutto fears for life of jailed husband 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan’s dismissed Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
Tuesday said she feared her 
jailed husband might be 
killed by poisoning and the 
murder blamed on her, but 
the acting prime minister 
dismissed the charges as “a 
figment of her imagina- 
tion." 

“1 apprehend a tlireat to 
my husband's life. I wish 
you to take serious note of 
this." Ms. Bhutto said in a 
letter to chief election com- 
missioner Fakhre Alam. 

The interim government 
“may attempt to kill my 
husband through poisoning 
and frame me for the same," 
Ms. Bhutto said, claiming 
that the fear was based on 
information received by her 
husband. Asif Aii Zardari. 
• 'i.-i father-in-law. 

But Acting Prime Minister 
Malik Meraj Khalid told 
•ers: “There is no dan- 
!' cither to Bhutto or her 
husband Asif Ali Zardari of 


being poisoned by some- 
one." 

“It is just a figment of her 
imagination," declared the 
70-year old prime minister 
who assumed power after 
President Farooq Ahmad 
Leghari dismissed Ms. 
Bbutto on Nov. 5. 

Mr. Zardari, a former in- 
vestment minister, was ar- 
rested soon after Ms. Bhutto 
was fired by Mr. Leghari. 
He was charged with the 
murder of the deposed pre- 
mier’s estranged brother 
Murtaza Bhutto, who was 
killed in a police shoot out 
in Karachi on Sept. 20. Mr. 
Zardari maintains his inno- 
cence. 

Benazir Bhutto, who was 
sacked for alleged corrup- 
tion and misrule, has chal- 
lenged the dismssal at the 
Supreme Court which is to 
start hearing her petition 
next month. 

The ousted premier, who 
accuses the president of try- 
ing to destroy her Pakistan 


People's Party (PPP), *also 
claimed her uncle, the chief 
minister of her home pro- 
vince Sind, was protecting 
the murderers of one of her 
party's former MPs, Altaf 
Bhaiyo. who was killed by 
unidentified gunmen Fri- 
day. 

Ms. Bbutto alleged that 
Mr. Leghari had assigned 
the chief minister the “duty 
to negotiate with criminal 
elements to kill'' others, 
including herself. 

Her letter requested a 
judicial tribunal look into 
her complaints. 

Mr; Zardari has been 
lodged at a police station in 
Karachi after a court Sun- 
day allowed the police to 
keep him for four days for 
further investigation into 
the Karachi shooting in 
which Murtaza’s seven 
comrades were also killed. 

His lawyers earlier quoted 
him as saying that Mr. 
Zardari feared he might be 
“poisoned" as the food he 


was getting was not 
checked at the police sta- 
tion. 

Sind Chief Minister 
Mumtaz Bhutto in a state- 
ment Monday rejected her 
allegations, saying that 
“Benazir thrives on politics 
of death and dead bodies.” 

“The government has app- 
rehensions that now that her 
husband has gained interna- 
tional notoriety for corrup- 
tion and is no longer of any 
use to her, she may herself 
poison the food she sends 
him simply for the purpose 
of gaining another body and 
accusing the government," 
he said. 

“It is also apparent that 
having been thrown out of 
power, for the second time 
on corruption and incompe- 
tence. she has become des- 
perate, paranoid and hyster- 
ical." he added. 

Nevertheless, he said he 
had ordered doctors to ins- 
pect every food item that 
was sent to Mr. Zardari. 


!hina‘ slams U.S. media for arrogance, ignorance 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
attacked the U.S. media 
Tuesday for sabotaging im- 
proving relations with Wa- 
shington with biased and 
arrogant news reports. 

An e’ditorial that ran in the 
English-language China 
Daily, the People's Daily 
and the Xinhua News Agen- 
cy slammed "some mem- 
bt.s of the U.S. mass media, 
who. with their intrinsic 
arrogance and prejudice, 
have time and again lodged 
groundless charges against 
China." 

"Some people's prejudice 
is more baneful than their 
ignorance." it added. 

The article focused on the 
New York Times, which 


piqued Beijing last month 
with an opinion piece com- 
paring improved Sino-U.S. 
ties with the 1938 appease- 
ment policies in Europe 
which led to the rise of 
Hitler and World War II. 

“They not only attack 
China wantonly but they 
also irrationally criticise 
Americans who insist on 
improving Sino-U.S. rela- 
tions," complained the arti- 
cle, signed off by Wen 
Ming, which translates as 
“civilised.” 

The New York Times bore 
the brum of further anger 
for a series of opinion pie- 
ces discussing rising nation- 
alism in China. 

“Some New York Tunes 


articles have tried to create 
misconceptions that anti- 
foreign sentiment is ubiqui- 
tous in China.” the editorial 
said. 

“However, foreigners who 
have visited China or met 
Chinese people do not have 
that feeling, and the attempt 
to depict the Chinese peo- 
ple's patriotism for xeno- 
phobic nationalism is only 
aimed at creating another 
obstacle in Sino-U.S. rela- 
tions,” it added. 

Relations between China 
and the United States have 
improved in recent weeks, 
after more than a year in the 
doldrums, with their presi- 
dents agreeing to an 
exchange of visits next year. 


and the restarting of other 
high-level visits. 

But the Chinese media has 
not allowed the rapproche- 
ment to get in the way of its 
criticisms of the United 
States. 

On Saturday Beijing 
warned Washington that its 
strategists were seriously 
undervaluing the impor- 
tance of China in regional 
and world affairs. 

ft said the collapse of the 
Soviet Union had not dimi- 
nished the importance of Chi- 
na to the United States and 
that Washington was mis- 
judging China by assuming it 
wants to challenge the United 
States for Us position as 
world superpower. 


Rwanda detains 900 Hutus from Tanzania 


KIGALI i.R) — Rwandan 
authorities have detained 
about 9(H) Hutu refugees 
returning from Tanzania on 
suspicion they took part in 
the 1994 genocide, a U.N. 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

Rwanda's Justice Minis- 
try. meanwhile, said the first 
trials of more than SO.OOO 
suspects held in jails ac- 
cused of genocide would 
open Friday in southeastern 
Rwanda and next Monday 
in the capital Kigali. 

Paul Stromberg. spokes- 
man for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said some 500 
returnees were detained in 
Murambi commune and 400 
in Kibungo prefecture in the 
southeast. 

"Detained, rather than ar- 
rested, is the best word be- 
cause these 900 include a 
lot of people in protective 
custody to guard against vi- 
gilante violence." Mr. 
Stromberg told Reuters in 
Kigali. 

“...Murambi was appar- 
ently one of the communes 
with the highest rate of 
killing during the genocide 


so the figure of 500 there 
has to be contrasted with 
nearby communes where 
only small numbers or none 
have been detained on their 
return," he added. 

“Our concerns are for due 
process and we hope the 
(legal) procedures laid out 
will continue to be respect- 
ed.” 

Last month Rwanda detai- 
ned 347 refugees who 
joined the mass return of 
more than 500,000 Hums 
from Zaire. Many of the 
ringleaders of the 1 994 ge- 
nocide fled deeper into 
Zaire, however. 

Gerald Gahima, director 
at the Justice Ministty, said 
the first suspects from 
among more than 80,000 
held in Rwanda and accused 
of involvement in the geno- 
cide would face a tribunal 
Friday at Kibungo, about 
100 kilometres southeast of 
Kigali. 

“I believe there are two 
accused. It will be a slow 
start and things will pick up 
as we go along. We hope 
that by next month all 1 2 tri- 
bunals will be working ac- 


ross Rwanda." he told Reu- 
ters. 

“We are not planning on 
judging all 80,000. Our sus- 
picion is that a majority 
may respond to our confes- 
sion programme and receive 
some measure of leniency," 
Mr. Gahima added in 
Kigali. 

Those found guilty of 
being ringleaders or killers 
of large numbers, or having 
used especially brutal meth- 
ods in the three-month 
genocide of an estimated 
800,000 members of the 
Tutsi minority and Hutu 
moderates, could face the 
death penalty. 

A Hutu refugee lobby 
group, the rally for the re- 
turn of refugees and democ- 
racy to Rwanda, dismissed 
Monday the trials as “a par- 
ody of justice” and said the 
returnees being detained 
were being falsely accused 
by people who wanted their 
property. 

Evidence gathered in the 
past two years would be 
presented to panels of three 
judges in the genocide tri- 
als, expected to last several 


days each. Then there is one 
chance of appeal. 

"The very worst offenders 
are out of the country, and 
some of those before the tri- 
bunals may not be high- 
ranking. But the bottom line 
is they must be seen to be 
punished, that you cannot 
get away with these kind of 
crimes for any reason." Mr. 
Gahima said. 

Mr. Stromberg said nearly 

40.000 refugees crossed to 
Rwanda from Tanzania 
Monday, taking the total to 
return home in December to 

365.000 since the Tanzanian 
government ordered all 

542.000 Rwandan refugees 
in the country to leave by 
the end of December. 

He said previous esti- 
mates by UNHCR officials 
that all the refugees would 
return by Christmas were 
overly optimistic. 

“We expect to see 10.000 
to 30,000 each day for the 
rest of the week.” said Mr. 
Stromberg, adding Tanzan- 
ian authorities had not said 
how many who refused to 
go home were arrested or 
what would happen to them. 


1 HIM , 8 hurt as arms depot explodes in Kabul 

" mliirinri 


KABUL (AFP) — A large Taleban arms depot exploded in 
Kabul Tuesday, killing one girl and injuring eight children 
from the same family, residents said. 

“We had eight children wounded in our house. Thieeof 
them have been taken to hospital in critical condition, a 
resident of Khair Khana told AFP. 

A 16-year-old girl was reported killed in another house. 

He said there was a big bang and then a rocket hit his 
uncle’s house. while the family were taking breakfast 
Tuesday morning. 

“There was one big explosion in which a huge cloud went 
skywards, followed by some smaller bangs.” the man said. 

The explosions, in a Taleban military base in the north- 
west Khair Khana suburbs, were reportedly an accident. 
Smoke rising in the air could be seen even in the eastern 
Kabul suburbs. 

Following the main explosions there were a series of sec- 
ondary explosions, many of which were rockets which 
ignited and shot in the air, accidentally crashing into neigh- 
bouring civilian houses. 

No official figures regarding the total number of civilian 
casualties have so far been released. 

This base was one of many in Kabul taken over by the 
Taleban when they captured Kabul Sept. 27 from the oust- 
ed government forces of Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

The ex-Kabul forces, led by Mr. Rabbani ’s Lop 
Commander Ahmad Shah Masood, are dug in with their 
ethnic Uzbek allies of General Abdul Rashid Dostum some 
40 kilometres north of Kabul. 

Meanwhile the Taleban Tuesday organised a sports 
parade at the so-called Olympic Stadium in eastern Kabul 
in order to celebrate their capture of the Afghan capital. 

The event was also an official declaration of support for 
sport by the Taleban, who have gained attention by declar- 


ing a number of prohibitions m the name ot re ^on. 

. Among other sports which are popular here, Afghanistan 
has had a strong tradition in the field of wrestling, and in the 
1996 Atlanta Olympics the country was represented by a 

^Meanwhile, the Taleban Islamic militia pushed back an 
infantry attack by rival forces Tuesday on the front lines 
north of the Afghan capital, an official broadcast said. 

The attack reportedly took place about 40 kilometres from 
the capiral on the front lines at the villages of Kalakan jmd 
Istalif. but without any territorial- gains, the Taleban s offi- 
cial Radio Shariat reported. 

“They (Taleban) gave tooth-breaking blows to the 
enemy." the radio said identifying the enemy as the “Gilam 

Jam” militia. ., . . . 

Gilam Jam is a derogatory term used to describe the bat- . 
de-field excesses of rape and plunder by occupying troops. 

Gen Dostum and Mr. Masood have been dug-in around 
Kalakan and Istalif for the past twq weeks where fighting 
has been characterised by an exchange of artillary shelling. 

Mr. Masood has recently denied any intention of recap- 
turin'* Kabul, but has concentrated on harrassing the 
Taleban in small-scale warfare using guerrilla tactics he 
perfected fighting the Russians. 

During the former Soviet Lftiion’s 1979-89 military occu- 
pation of Afghanistan. Mr. Masood was reknown for his ' 
stubborn resistance against the Communists in his native 
Panjshir Valley. 

Sporadic attacks against Taleban frontline positions by 
Masood and Dostum forces will not win the war. but may 
secure a seat an the bargaining table, observers said. 

Peace talks brokered by the United Nations aimed at an 
Afghan ceasefire have met with agreement in principle but 
so far nothing more concrete. 


Bulgarian 
socialists 
elect new 
party chief 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria's 
ruling Socialists elected 
Georgi Parvanov as their 
new leader Tuesday but a 
party congress left the 
prime minister’s post unde- 
cided. 

Mr. Parvanov was seen as 
a compromise choice in a 
showdown between refor- 
mers and hardliners in the 
party, which is halfway 
through its parliamentary 
term. 

Mr. Parvanov told Reu- 
ters it had not been decided 
yet whether Zhan Videnov, 
who resigned as both party 
leader - and prime minister 
Saturday, would return as 
premier. “This has yet to be 
debated,” he said. 

Proposals to divide the 
two jobs, supported by the 
.reformers and opposed by 
Mr. Videnov, were a major 
issue of debate at the ma- 
rathon three-day congress. 

Later Tuesday, the party 
was expected to elect its 
ruling body, the Executive 
Bureau. 

The new premier may not 
be officially announced 
until after parliament holds 
an extraordinary session on 
Dec. 28 to vote on the res- 
ignation of Mr. Videnov’s 
cabinet. 

Mr. Videnov told repor- 
ters he did not rule out sta- 
ying on as prime minister. 
“Such a solution is not ex- 
cluded," he said. 

Mr. Parvanov, a member 
of the party's Executive 
Bureau, said a new cabinet 
would be appointed by 
mid-January. 

He said die new cabinet 
should include “strong fig- 
ures” like Interior Minister 
Nikolai Dobrev, who led 
the attack on Mr. Videnov's 
record. On Sunday, Mr. 
Dobrev condemned the ca- 
binet's failure to halt eco- 
nomic collapse and curb 
corruption. 

Mr. Parvanov, 39, defeat- 
ed reformist candidate 
Georgi Pirinski, the former 
foreign minister who re- 
signed last month saying 
the government did not 
have the support it needed 
to carry out tough econom- 
ic reforms. 

Parvanov is a compro- 
mise figure between con- 
flicting factions... being a 
more moderate person,” 
said congress delegate and 
political analyst Miroslav 
Popov. 

Party daily Douma said 
Videnov had insisted he 
would resign only if Mr. 
Dobrev rook both posts, 
while Mr. Dobrev wanted 
to be either premier or par- 
ty leader with Mr. Pirinski 
in the other job. 

The showdown between 
party reformers and hard- 
inere will delay govern- 
ment activity at a time 
when the 1997 budget is 
not yet finalised and the 
Central Bank is preparing 
to set up a currency board 
fixed exchange rate 
regime. 


Bosnian Serbs start warcrimes 
proceedings against Izetbegovic 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia- 
Hercegovina (AFP) — A 
Bosnian Serb court Tuesday 
started warcrimes hearings 
in absentia against Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic. 
brushing aside international 
criticism of the move. 

A preliminary 30 minute 
session was held in front of 
a court presided by Dragica 
Glusac and including three 
civilian jurors. About 20 
local journalists were also 
present. 

The court in Banja Luka, 
the biggest Serb-run town in 
Bosnia. is due to decide la- 
ter Tuesday whether a full 
trial should proceed. 

Mr. Izetbegovic is ac- 
cused of attempting to cre- 
ate an Islamic state in Bos- 
nia ‘and."as coramanderijn- 
chief of the Bosnian army, 
of ordering the “systematic 
killing and persecution of 
Serbs.” 

The top Bosnian Muslim 
leader is also held responsi- 
ble for the creation during 
the war of detention camps 
for Serbs, notably at Cele- 


bici and Tarcin in the south- 
east. and of shelling “Serb” 
villages and towns. 

Mr. Izetbegovic's court- 
appointed lawyer, Simo To- 
sic. briefly contested the ju- 
risdiction of the court to 
judge deeds which were not 
committed solely on its ter- 
ritory. and argued that Mr. 
Izetbegovic. as head of Bos- 
nia’s three- man presidency, 
was immune from prosecu- 
tion. 

However. prosecution 
lawyer Nebojsa Pantic in- 
sisted that the Bosnian Serb 
authorities did have the 
right to try Mr. Izetbegovic. 

The top Western peace 
envoy in Bosnia, Carl Bildu 
said last week that the 
Bosnian Serbs should halt 
the trial. 'saying that war 
crimes cases were the res- 
ponsibility of the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal in 
the Hague. 

Observers said ultra-na- 
tionalists in the Bosnian 
Serb entity were behind the 
move, seen as a riposte to 
the indictments of former 


Bosnian Serb leader Rado- - 
van Karadzic and his army'' 
commander General Ratko. 
Mladic, who are both facing 
genocide and war crimes 
charges brought by the 
Hague tribunal. 

But some sources say that, 
with newly-created joint 
institutions, the Bosnian 
Serbs may decide that it is 
not in their interest to poi- 
son relations with the Mus- 
lim-Croat Federation — the 
other of Bosnia's tvvp enti- 
ties. 

Bosnian Serb Prime Mi- 
nister Gojko Klickovic in 
mid-November sent a letter 
to the Hague, asking the tri- 
bunal to open a file on Mr. 
Izetbegovic., . . 

. Mr. Klickovic invoked the 
“primacy" of the tribunal 
and said that if it filed char- 
ges against Mr. Izetbegovic, 
it wrould show its “objectiv- 
ity" and prove that it was 
not “just a means to apply 
pressure from the great 
powers on the Serb people.” 


Burundi scorns rebel ceasefire 


NAIROBI (R) — A spokes- 
man for Burundi's military 
ruler Tuesday scorned as 
propaganda a Hutu rebel 
declaration of an l!-day 
Christmas ceasefire, saying 
there was no reason to res- 
pond to the move. 

Jean-Luc Ndizeye, 
spokesman for Pierre Buyo- 
ya who seized power in a 
coup by the Tutsi-dominat- 
ed army last July, said the 
government was not at war 
so could not declare its own 
ceasefire. 

"At’s just propaganda. 
What we want them to do is 
to say they are going to stop 
killing people, period.” said 
Mr. Ndizeye, speaking from 
the Burundi capital Bujum- 
bura. 

“It is proof they are on the 
ground kilting people, but 
we are at war with nobody.” 
said Mr. Ndizeye, adding 
the government could not 
be expected to declare its 
own ceasefire but would not 
reject the rebel offer. 

The leader of the largest 


Hutu rebel group in Burun- 
di. the National Council for 
the Defence of Democracy 
(CNDD). said the ceasefire 
would take effect from mid- 
night (2200 GMT) Monday. 

But CNDD leader Leo- 
nard Nyangoma also 
warned the army against 
attacking rebel positions or 
redeploying troops during 
the ceasefire, saying the 
rebels would hit back with 
full force. 

Despite its public position 
to the contrary, the army has 
clearly been at war with 
Hutu rebels for the past 
three years. 

More than 1 50,000 people 
— most of them civilians — 
have been killed in mas- 
sacres and civil war bet- 
ween the army and rebels 
since the assassination of 
Burundi's first Hutu presi- 
dent in 1993. 

Tie London-based human 
rights group Amnesty Inter- 
national said last week Bu- 
rundi's security forces 
killed at least 1.000 un- 


armed Hutu civilians in the 
past month, some while 
sheltering in churches. 

Amnesty said up to 500 
people were massacred in a £ 
church at Nvarurama on 
Dec. 3, 60 kilometres south- 
east of Bujumbura. 

The government has de- 
nied the report. Burundi has 
been under sanctions im- 
posed by neighbouring 
states since July 30 in an 
attempt to force Mr. Buyoya 
to hold peace talks with the 
rebels. 

The rebels have their owd 
list of conditions for talks. 

Travellers from Bucha- 
ganzwa in eastern Burundi 
said Sunday 250 civilians 
were killed with guns and 
bayonets in an army mas- 
sacre while troops were' 
attacking rebels in the 
region last month. 

Officials in Bujumbura 
said Sunday that only 19 , r > 
people had been killed in 
army operations in the area 
last month. 


8 killed in Texas plant blast 



HOUSTON (R) — Eight workers were 
killed and two others were injured after an 
explosion ripped through an airplane parts 
factory, officials said Monday. 

Rescue workers had been unable to reach 
the victims who were working on a tower 
80 feet above the ground when the explo- 
sion occurred,. .'plant President Doug 
Whelan told reporters. ^ 

He said the explosion likely happened 
when the workers, who were performing 
maintenance operations, tried to remove the 
cap off a high-pressure nitrogen tank that 
they believed had been depressurised. 

“Apparently, the. pressure was hi"h 
enough that once it started (escaping)^ 
went very rapidly and, in fact, explosive ” 
Mr. Whelan said. The plant was owned by 
the North Grafton, Mass.-based Wyman- 
Gordon Co. 

The Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office 
said in a statement that the eight workers 
feared dead were “unaccounted for,” but 
would not elaborate. 

Television crews in helicopters above the 
site said the bodies of some of the victims 
could be seen in the plant through a "aping 


hole caused by the blast. 

Search dogs, helicopters and all-terrain 
vehicles were used to scour the area around 
the plant for clues to the blast and remains of 
[he vicums. officials said. Firefighter. Eric 
Petocz said they hoped to find thie cap that 
was removed from the pressurised tower, ' 
He said the jumbled wreckage inside die 
plant reminded him of a movie set “ft 
reminds me of Hollywood in there...You have 
to tell yourself “is this realjy what I'm looking 
at. ft s pretty bad. Petocz rold reporters. 1 - 
two injured workers were said to be in 
stable condition at u local hospital. The Fue 
arshal s Office said a dollar estimate on 
damage to the plant was not yet available. 1 

People living near the plant said fee 
explosion rarrled homes several miles away. 

- 1 s ° unded like a low, low thunderstorm,' 

jusMike an ordinary thunderctorrrC” said, 
neighbour Loy Nelson. . . 

Workers at the plant waited outsid^ tfae^. 
front gates for news about their frfends. 
ey said the plant was to be shut down for 

rTL Weeks lhe end of workday 
Monday to give, everyone time off for .the 
holiday season. 
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crave the crass for Christmas 

■"Baby Born” cries, eats. 


Children 

By Karen Hey 
Reiner 

LONDON — Parents or 
the world be warned — 
when your children delve 
into their stockings 
Christmas morning, 
brace yourselves for an 
explosion of vomit, urine 
and guo. 

Bat it may not be the 
traditional seasonal over- 
indulgence taking its toll 
on your beloved off- 
spring. 

A Reuters straw poll of 
this year's “must-have” 
holiday gifts around the 
globe revealed that chil- 
drens' fascination with 
bodily functions is as 
strong as ever. 

In Australia, the favou- 
rite is “gooey louie ” a 
plastic head that costs 
about $16. 

“"You put your finger up 
his nose and puli out long 
gooeys,” explained Cathe- 
rine Michael, a spokes- 
woman for Sydney toy 
store World 4 Kids. 

“If you pull out the 
wrong one his head opens 
up and his brain explodes 
on to the other players.” 

Italy's •‘Cicciobcllo” 
doll range and “Baby- 
Born.” available from 
Finland to Britain and 
Belgium, show that chil- 
dren now crave the total 
parental experience — 
dirty nappies (diapers) 
andall. 

The “Cicciobello” dolls 
pull faces, eat, weep and 
even vomit — all for 
99,000 lire ($65) each. 


and fills its nappy, just 
like the real thing. ‘ 

A spokeswoman at Har- 
rods, the up-market Lon- 
don Department Store, 
said “gak” would slide 
into a few British stock- 
ings this year. The slimy 
substance makes burping 
and slurping noises when 
squashed and squeezed. 

But parents should not 
despair. Top of best-sell- 
ers lists around the world 
are the less gory, more 
traditional gifts, the pe- 
rennial favourites of Bar- 
bie and Action Man dolls 
and Lego building blocks. 

Barbie reigns supreme 

Barbie continues to 
reign supreme. A best-sel- 
ler in Britain. Finland, 
Portugal, South Africa, 
Poland and the United 
States, the glamorous 
blonde has even penetrat- 
ed the Moscow market. 

Stores said 1996 was un- 
usual in that there is not 
just one “must-have” toy, 
but several. 

“This year there is no 
single huge hit. As in eve- 
ry year. Lego and Barbie 
are very popular, as is an 
autumn newcomer. 
Hunchback Of Notre 
Dame characters,*' said 
Dariusz Kuzniarski of 
Kidiland, Poland's big- 
gest toy store, in Warsaw. 

“The most popular toys 
are linked to the movies 
Toy Story, 101 Dalma- 
tians and Independence 
Day.” said Keith Morris, 


a spokesman at Arkansas 
based Wal-Mart Inc., the 
largest retailer in the Uni- 
ted States. 

Buzz Lightyeur. the star 
of Toy Story, was snapped 
up around the world. 

“Stocks have run out 
completely — all the toy 
story figures are proving 
popular,” said a spokes- 
man at top Belgian toy 
chain Christiaensen. Buzz 
retails in Belgium at 1,198 
Belgian francs ($3733). 

In Britain, demand was 
so strong that the Disney 
Store promised to supply 
an extra 20,000 of the 12 
Inch (30 cm.) tall, talking 
interactive toys when they 
arrived on Dec. 28, but all 
were sold on pre-order. 

“We're hopeful of hav- 
ing a surprise shipment in 
on Christmas Eve,” said a 
Disney Store spokeswo- 
man. “We’re waiting for 
confirmation and it's loo- 
king certain that we will 
have some in selected 
stores.” 

In the U.S. and Canada, 
“Tickle- Me-EImo” com- 
pletely sold out. The fuzzy 
red character from the 
children's programme Se- 
same Street, which giggles 
when squeezed, will not 
be available in Canada 
until mid-January. 

And myriad black and 
white spotted gifts for 
both adults and children 
are likely to leap from 
under the Christmas tree 
following the success of 
the remake of 301 Dal- 
matians. 

Possible gifts range 


from baby booties to 
handbags to toothbrush^ 
holders. 

Adults show more 
restraint 

While presents for chil- 
dren are becoming wilder 
and wackier, economic 
conditions could mean 
that gifts for adults arc a 
bit more staid. 

“The danos are being 
very down-to-earth and 
practical this year, buying 
classic Christmas gifts,” 
said Ole HoITgaard of 
Magasin Du Nurd, Co- 
penhagen's . biggest de- 
partment store. 

Home environmental 
control products were sel- 
ling well in the United 
States, particularly water 
filters and air cleaners. A 
hot item was the crafts- 
man robo grip plier, han- 
dy for household chores. 
Costing between $19.99 
and $29.99, Sears esti- 
mates it has sold 2.5 mil- 
lion so far this year — a 
rate or 50 robo grips per 
minute. 

And no matter what the 
economic climate there is 
always room at the top of 
the U.S. market for some 
unique, and very’ expen- 
sive. presents for adults. 

The Dallas-based de- 
partment store Nieman- 
M arcus is selling 50 limit- 
ed-edition Jaguar luxury 
. cars for $75,000 each. The 
same company offered a 
“fish condo” for “up-and- 
coming guppies” at 
$5,000. 
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NATO Supreme Commander to step down 



CAMP LEJEUNE. N.C. (R) 
— The White House said 
Monday that Gen. George 
Joulwan, NATO’s supreme 
allied commander. Europe, 
announced that he plans to 
retire next spring after 36 
years of active duty service. 

President BHJ Clinton 
praised Gen. 'Joulwan id 
remarks he made to Marines 
while paying a Christmas 
time visit to Camp Lejeune 
in eastern North Carolina. 

Mr. Clinton did not men- 
tion any successor to Gen. 
Joulwan. a career soldier 
who reluctantly accepted 
the NATO post in October 
1993. when General John 


Shalik&shvili left NATO to 
become chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
Clinton. 

“I want to give special 
thanks too today to our sup- 
reme allied commander in 
Europe, Gen. George Joul- 
.wan, for all the years of 
arduous service at borne and 
untold years abroad, and 
especially for his leading 
role in bringing peace to 
Bosnia,” Mr. Clinton said. 

As NATO’s top military 
officer. Gen. Joulwan over- 
saw the NATO air strikes in 
1995 which helped bring 
Bosnian Serbs to the negoti- 
ating table. Since the Day- 


ton Peace Accords late last 
year. Gen. Joulwan has 
played a vital role in trying 
to ensure the fragile peace 
in Bosnia, overseeing the 
NATO-led Peace Imple- 
mentation Force. IFOR, 
there. 

..That task, is likely fo be 
the" central concern of bis 
successor. All NATO sup- 
reme commanders have 
been Americans since the 
post was created in 1950, a 
year after the Western al- 
liance was created at the 
height of the cold war to 
counteract any threat from 
the then-Soviet Union. 

A tenacious former West 


Point foorball star known as 
■‘Coach” to his troops. Gen. 
Joulwan, 56. moved to 
NATO after serving as com- 
mander of U.S. Forces in 
Latin America, based in 
Panama. 

In that job, he coordinated 
the military,, drug Jotcrdic- 
tion- effort dy whi eh* involved 
getting • many nations’ 
armed forces to cooperate ■ 
on regional drug issues, a 
skill that stood him well in 
NATO. 

But before Panama, he 
had long experience in Eu- 
rope in posts ranging from 
platoon leader to senior 
army commands. 
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9 German patients die in psychiatric hospital fire 
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RJCKLING. Germany (R) 
— Nine German women 
psychiatric patients were 
killed when a fire, possibly 
started deliberately, swept 
through a dormitory in their 
hospital in this small town 
north of Hamburg, police 
said Monday. 

The fire quickly engulfed 
the single-storey wooden 
building Sunday night 
killing the victims, aged 
between 55 and 85, in one 
of post-war Germany's 
worst fire disasters. 

Fire Department investi- 
gator Gerd Luethje told a 
news conference that evi- 
dence pointed to arson be- 
cause “the fire started si- 
multaneously in two sec- 
tions of the building." 

“We do not understand 
how this fire spread so fast,” 
he said. State Criminal Of- 


fice investigators immedi- 
ately launched a probe. 

Even though the 50-metre 
Jong building was wooden, 
it had a concrete fire wall in 
its middle that should have 
prevented a rapid spread of 
the fire. Mr. Luethje said. 

Local authorities however 
did not link right-wing 
extremists to the disaster. 

The tire was first thought 
to have claimed only two 
lives. But after police sent 
search dogs through the 
smouldering remains of the 
barrack-like structure seven 
more bodies were found. 

“The corpses of the seven 
elderly women were found 
in the’ruins on the day after 
the fire,” said Peter Sutter, a 
spokesman for a Protestant 
Church organisation that 
operated the" hospital. 

One of the victims used a 


wheelchair. Authorities said 
they were unsure why the 
women, all of whom were 
psychiatric patients, were 
unable to get our of the one- 
story building. Six of the 
victims were found huddled 
together in a communal 
room. 

“People with psychiatric 
illness react differently to 
dangers than you or i 
would,” said Hans-Joachim 
Schwartz, the director of the 
hospital. 

"They don't always re- 
cognise dangers or recog- 
nise them too late.” Mr. 
Schwartz said. 

Police said 23 patients, 
including eight in wheel 
chairs, were rescued Sun- 
day night shortly after the 
fire broke out. 

Most of the victims were 
from Hamburg or the north- 


ern state of Schleswig-Hols- 
tein. Several had lived in the 
building, where they were 
free to come and go as they 
pleased, for 25 years. 

RickJing is a small rural 
town about 40 kilometres 
north of Hamburg and a si- 
milar distance east of Lue- 
beck. where 10 people were 
killed in a January fire at a 
foreigners' hostel. 

State prosecutors said that 
fire was started by a Leba- 
nese man who lived in the 
house. He is now on trial 
charged with aggravated ar- 
son and causing bodily 
harm. 

A synagogue in Luebeck 
lps been set on fire twice in 
the last three years by sus- 
pected right-wing extrem- 
ists. 
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Zaire prime minister takes 
charge of crisis government 


KINSHASA tAFPi — Zai- 
rean President Mobutu Sese 
Seko Tuesday approved a 
government reshuffle on the 
advice of his Prime Minister 
Kengo Wa Dondo who is to 
stay at the helm, despite 
frenzied speculation he was 
to be sacked. 

Marshal Mobutu, who has 
presided over Zaire's eco- 
nomic and political decline 
for more than three decades, 
returned to Kinshasa last 
Tuesday after four months 
in Switzerland and France 
for prostrate cancer Surgery 
and convalescence. 

He promptly reorganised 
the military, naming a new 
chief of staff, and gave 
Zaire's political leaders a 
deadline of Monday to 
come up with a “crisis gov- 
ernment” to manage the sit- 
uation in the east where re- 
bels have wrested control of 
a large swathe of territory. 

Political parties and the 
press gave themselves over 
to all manner of speculation 
about who might be called 
to take office, and about the 
possible sacking of Mr. 


Keneo. despite constitution- 
al provisions which bar the 
head of stare from sacking 
or appointing a prime min- 
ister. 

Meanwhile, Monday’s 
deadline sailed by with no 
sign of a government's be- 
ing announced. 

Instead, a statement pub- 
lished by state television 
sought to quash the specula- 
tion, making plain that the 
premier's post was not va- 
cant. 

It stipulated that the prime 
minister's functions can on- 
ly be ended by resignation, 
death or a no-confidence 
vote by the republic's tran- 
sition parliament. 

The main changes to the 
new aovemmern include 
the departure of the deputy 
premier and foreign minis- 
ter. Kikitwu Tumansi. and 
the defence minister. Admi- 
ral Mavua Mudima. accord- 
ing to a presidential decree. 

Former Interior Minister 
Gerard Kamanda Wa Ka- 
manda was given the for- 
eign affair* portfolio and a 
military lawyer. General 


Botongo 

Likuva, replaced Adm. 
Mavua at the Defence Mi- 
nistry. 

The government has to be 
approved by the transition 
parliament before it can be 
invested. 

Any new government is 
due to organise a consitu- 
tional referendum to bring 
in a democratic third repub- 
lic — after more than six 
years of bickering among 
politicians amid economic 
chaos affecting much of the 
sprawling country’s popula- 
tion. 

General and presidential 
elections are scheduled to 
be held before July 1997. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Mobutu 
early Tuesday left Kinshasa 
for his village of Gbadolite. 
some 2,000 kilometres to 
the north to celebrate 
Christmas. 

Zairean government 
troops have launched a 
counter-offensive against 
mainly Tutsi rebels who 
have seized key towns and a 
large swathe of eastern 
Zaire, rebel leader Laurent- 


Desire Kabila said Monday. 

Government troops, who 
in many cases have received 
no pay for four years, put up 
liule more than token resis- 
tance to initial rebel ad- 
vances. Soldiers have plun- 
dered many of the areas 
they have passed in their 
retrcaL and some are report- 
ed to have sold their wea- 
pons to the rebels. 

French Television 2 tele- 
text service, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, quoted rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila as 
saying the zairian army at- 
tack began in Buniu. near 
the Ugandan border. Satur- 
day. 

■'There are regular troop 
reinforcements ~in Bunia 
and attacks (taking placet." 
Mr. Kabila was quoted as 
saying. He said his troops 
were resisting. 

He called on Kinshasa 
authorities to “halt the mili- 
tary venture and come to the 
negotiating table." and 
accused France of helping 
Mr. Moburu in his plan to 
push back the rebels. 


China warns U.K. against meddling 


Landslide 
in Papua 
New 
Guinea 
kills 38 

PORT MORESBY (R) — 
Thirty-eight people were 
believed killed and eight 
seriously injured when a 
landslide engulfed a hill- 
side village in Papua New 
Guinea (PNG), disaster 
.officials said. 

• Ilie Sduth 'Pacrfit ria^ 
tion’s Director of Disaster 
and Emergency Services 
Leith Anderson said the 
landslide had buried the 
village of Waiunda near 
Menyamya after heavy 
monsoon rains. 

Mr. Anderson, who ear- 
lier put the death toll at 
43, said 38 people were 
now thought to have died 
in the landslide Sunday 
morning. Seventeen of the 
dead had been recovered 
and reburied and 21 peo- 
ple were still missing 
under the rubble. 

Eight people were in 
critical condition at hospi- 
tal in the town of Lae, on 
the north coast of the 
PNG mainland. 

“Relief work has been 
hampered by bad wind 
and rain/’Mr. Anderson 
told Reuters. “We’ll be 
moving in tomorrow mor- 
ning. The main relief 
effort will commence in 
the morning of Christmas 
Day.” 

Landslides are common 
in the mountains around 
the small township of 
Menyamya which are so 
steep and fragmented that 
Australian explorers in 
the 1930s called the area 
“broken bottle country.” 
The area was visited 
earlier Tuesday by Pro- 
vincial Affairs Minister 
Peter Barter. 

Mr. Anderson earlier 
issued strong wind and 
heavy rain warnings for 
all parts of the country', 
warning people not to 
venture out into the open 
unnecessarily and to look 
out for falling trees. 

The capital. Port Mores- 
by. and other parts of Pa- 
pua New Guinea have 
seen very heavy monsoon 
rains. 

Mr. Anderson said the 
reasons for the Waiunda 
landslide were not yet 
known but the village was 
half-way up a mountain 
of around 3,000 metres 
and the’ effects of defor- 
estation meant that gar- 
dens above the village 
might had slipped down- 
hill. 


BEIJING |R) — China 
warned Britain Tuesday 
against challenging it in the 
World Court over its deci- 
sion to disband Hong 
Kong's elected legislature 
when it takes back the terri- 
tory in mid- 1997. 

“If Britain does this, this 
will damage Sino-British 
relations," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
told a regular news briefing. 

“If the British act wilftilly, 
create troubles and do not 
cooperate with the Chinese 
side, then Sino-British rela- 
tions will be damaged,” Mr. 
Shen said when asked about 
Britain's threat. 

. Last week, British Fo- 
reign. t Secretary .Malcolm 
Rifkind denounced China’s 
plans to disband the democ- 
ratically elected legislature- 
and proposed letting the In- 
ternational Court of Justice 
in the Hague rule on the dis- 
pute. 

After more than 1 50 years 
of British rule, the capitalist 
territory' of 6.3 million peo- 
ple falls back under the 
Chinese flag at midnight on 
June 30, 1997. with promis- 
es from Beijing’s Commu- 
nist leadership that almost 
nothing will change. 

Upon the handover of 


Hong Kong, a Beijing-ap- 
pointed Provisional Legis- 
lature will take over from 
the elected Legislative 
Council, reversing democ- 
ratic reforms introduced by 
Hong Kong Governor Chris 
Patten over the past four 
years. 

Mr. Patten has lashed out 
at the creation of the post- 
colonial legislature, calling 
its appointment by the 400- 
member Beijing-backed Se- 
lection Committee last 
week “a bizarre farce” and a 
“stomach-churning” pro- 
cess. 

He has said the Provisio- 
nal Legislature would be a 
“rubber stamp” chamber 
that would simply echo Bei- 
jing. 

Spokesman Shen said 
matters pertaining to Hong 
Kong would be China’s in- 
ternal affairs after July 1, 
1997 and warned Britain 
against interference. 

“This will interfere in 
China’s internal affairs.” 
Mr. Shen said of Britain’s 
threat. "Playing the interna- 
tional card is useless." 

“To cooperate with China 
is of benefit to Britain, oth- 
erwise it will not be benefi- 
cial." he said. 

Hong Kona's first post- 


colonial chief executive. 
59-vear-old shipping ty- 
coon Tung Chee-Hwa. has 
defended China's contro- 
versial decision and lushed 
at Britain, saving the territo- 
ry's colonial masters must 
“face the reality". 

Mr. Tung has said it was 
irresponsible of Britain to 
threaten to take Beijing to 
the World Court over the 
interim chamber. 

The controversial new 
body is dominated by pro- 
Beijing figures — including 
33 incumbent lawmakers 
and many politicians who 
lost ro pro-democracy for- 
ces in the 1995 Legislative 
Council election, the first 
time all seats were filled by- 
vote. .either direct or indi- 
rect. 

The Democratic Party, the 
favourite in last year's elec- 
tion with 1 9 of the 60 coun- 
cil seats, boycotted moves 
to create the provisional 
body, branding it anti- 
democratic. 

The Provisional Legisla- 
tive Council, os it will be 
known, is to sit from July 1 
until a new legislature can 
be constituted by elections, 
set for 1998. 


Hopes wane for Kashmir hostages 
at second Christmas in captivity 


SRINAGAR, India 
(AJFP) — The families 
of four Western 
tourists kidnapped by 
Muslim rebels in 
Kashmir are set to 
spend their second 
Christmas without 
them amid growing 
fears that the hostages 
might have been killed. 

Kashmir experts and 
officials say hopes for 
the return of American 
Donald Hutchings, 
Britons Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan and 
German Dirk Hasert, 
are waning. A massive 
campaign seeking 
information about 
their fate has made no 
headway. 

“No one is even sure 
whether the four are 
still alive or have died 
months back,” Sibti 
Sidiq, a political ana- 
lyst saia. “But at 
Christmas everyone 
should appeal for their 
release.” 

The tourists were 
among six Westerners 
kidnapped by the 
Ha rkat-Ul- Ansar rebel 
group between July 4 
and S last year from 
the Kashmir hill resort 
of Pahalgam. The mili- 
tants demanded the 
release of detained col- 
leagues in exchange for 
the hostages' freedom. 

Ghulam Hassan, a 
postal official at Pahal- 
gam, some 100 kilome- 
tres south of this state 
summer capital, said 
there was .no Christ- 
mas mail for the hos- 
tages, nor were there 


any appeals for their 
release. 

‘*No greeting cards 
have reached us this 
year for the four,” he 
said. 

“Even the special 
mall boxes meant for 
the information on the 
four hostages are yet to 
register any message so 
far,” he added. 

Kashmir police offi- 
cial Mohammad Amin 
Khan said he still had 
hope although the an- 
nouncement of a state 
reward of one million 
rupees ($28300) for in- 
formation about the 
hostages has yielded 
nothing since Dec. 13. 

“I am eagerly waitin; 
for that rail that wi 
take me to the hos- 
tages,” he said. 
“Christmas is the best 
time to hear some good 
news ...” 

The Indian Express 
newspaper said in a re- 
port oased on the al- 
leged confession? of 
Nasir Mehmood, an 
arrested member of 
Harkat-Ul-Ansar 
group, that all the hos- 
tages had been killed. 

“The foreigners were 
killed on Dec. 13, 1995 
in the Magam area of 
Kokernag district and 
buried in the jungles 
there. The exact loca- 
tion where they were 
buried was kept a 
secret” he said. 

Mr.. Mehmood. a 31- 
year-old Pakistani 
arrested this year, also 
said a fifth hostage, 
American John Chi' 


age, 

Ids, 


was allowed to escape 
as he was ill and had a 
bad leg but Norwegian 
Hans-Christian Ostro 
was shot dead and be- 
headed in August 1995 
after the chief captor 
received a supposed 
'message from Allah’. 

The kidnappers had 
“disobeyed instruc- 
tions," Mr. Mehmood 
said, adding they had 
- been told to abduct ex- 
patriate engineers in 
Kashmir and not tou- 
rists. 

In November, the 
United States pro- 
mised $2 million for 
information about the 
hostages. 

A Kashmir newspa- 
per last month carried 
an unconfirmed report 
of the hostages' move- 
ments, saying they 
were alive and held in 
a remote area in the 
mountainous district 
of Doda. 

Kashmiri militant 
groups fighting Indian 
rule in the country’s 
only Muslim-majority 
state have denounced 
the kidnapping — the 
longest such drama in 
the Himalayan state. 
India has repeatedly 
called for their release. 

More than 15,000 
people have died in the 
Kashmiri separatist 
drive since 1989. 
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The call from Bethlehem 


SO IT is Christmas once again. Season of good wish- 
es. Time to celebrate. 

But not for many in the Middle East 

Christmas is falling on a Middle East whose major 
aspiration for bringing about peace is frustrated by 
uncompromising Israeli mentality and aggressive 
policies. The good news about the impending signing 
of a deal on Hebron is marginalised by the atmos- 
phere of despair which the policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu have forced upon 
the area and its peoples. 

Last Christmas, was marked by hope. After years 
of hostility. Arabs and Jews were moving slowly, but 
steadily, towards building bridges of confidence 
between them. Compromises were being made and 
Israel was taking small steps towards redressing 
some of the many injustices it has brought about the 
Arab World — the Palestinians in particular. 

Then Netanyahu comes along. And the fragile 
spirit of optimism crumbles in the face of the frus- 
tration that he brought back to the Middle East 
Netanyahu did much more than delay the imple- 
mentation of accords. He destroyed the main pillar 
of peace building: the spirit of confidence that Arabs 
and Israelis were starting to create. He has all but 
killed faith in the peace altogether. 

For many in the region now, the peace process is 
no longer seen as irreversible as it did a few years 
back. Even countries like Jordan and leaders like 
His Majesty King Hussein who have fought so hard 
for peace are warning that the peace process is fac- 
ing the danger of collapse. That unless Netanyahu 
realises that his actions might bring disastrous con- 
sequences not just to the Arabs, but to his own peo- 
ple too. The Isaeli prime minister can still help sal- 
vage efforts to end suffering in the Middle East. 
Israelis must realise what is at stake and prevent 
their government from gambling with their futures. 

The church bells will today be ringing with a mes- 
sage of hope and peace from the ancient city of 
Bethlehem despite the pain of Israeli occupation 
that many in the West Bank suffer from. Israelis are 
not so far from these bells. They can hear them. If 
the Israeli right refuses to heed the call of peace, 
other Israelis who want this peace should add their 
voices to the Christmas beDs and demand that their 
leaders stop denying people of the region the chance 
to mark Christmas with hope and happiness, just 
like other peoples of the world. 

Merry Christmas. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i wondered why Jordan has not 
been as lucky as Lebanon in securing foreign aid and 
donor nations’ contributions for its development. Fahed 
Fanek referred to a recent meeting by donor nations, the 
United States among others, during which consent was 
given for providing $3.2 billion to Lebanon, of which 
$1 billion will be offered immediately to help the coun- 
try carry out reconstruction projects. He said that 
despite the fact that Lebanon is not yet a politically sta- 
ble country’, despite the fact that it is still exposed to 
repeated Israeli air raids and although it has not yet 
concluded a peace treaty with Israel, it has succeeded in 
securing this huge amount of aid. Jordan, which is a 
' stable country, not exposed to any raids because of its 
peace treaty with Israel, which is implementing an eco- 
nomic reform programme blessed by the International 
Monetary Fund and is a true ally of the United States, 
has so far failed to secure such assistance for its own 
development, said the writer. He said that Jordan does 
not envy Lebanon, and the Kingdom wishes that coun- 
try continued progress, but its citizens cannot help 
wondering why Jordan has not succeeded in winning a 
similar favour. The writer said that Lebanon, despite its 
very difficult conditions, has succeeded in securing 


huge sums for reconstruction while Jordan has failed to 


achieve a similar objective. He said either successive 
Jordanian governments are to blame for this situation or 
the reason lies in the fact that the U.S. takes Jordan for 
granted, considering the Kingdom as always ready to 
offer America the required service. 


DESPITE THE difficulties surrounding the Palesdnian- 
Israeli negotiations over the redeployment of Israeli 
forces in the Hebron area, the two sides are reported to 
have reached a compromise agreement to solve this 
chronic issue, said an editorial in Al Ra’i daily 
Tuesday. Such agreement, said the paper, became pos- 
sible through the mediation of U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
and the backing for the Palestinians on the part of 
Jordan, Egypt and the world community at large. 
Regarding the agreement on Hebron, it said, it is bound 
to open the way for the negotiations between the two 
sides on a final status and could pave the ground for 
peace on the Israeli-Lebanese tracks as well in the com- 
ing year. Israel realises that the core of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict over the past decades lies in the Palestine issue 
which, once resolved, will open the door for all peoples 
in the region to live in an atmosphere of stability, secu- 
rity and peace, stressed the paper. But. it said, the 
Israelis should realise that such a settlement cannot be 
attained if it is not founded on the principle of exchang- 
ing land for peace and the recognition of the rights of 
the Palestinians in their homeland with Arab Jerusalem 
as their capital. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


U.S. president’s statements — a 


‘message of hope’ for the peace process 


PRESIDENT CLINTON’S 
comments last week on 
Israel's settlement policy 
created an internal debate 
in Israel and in the U.S. 
Jewish community. 

Despite the fact that 
Republican leaders of the 
Senate and House Foreign 
Affairs Committees 

attempted to undermine the 
president by writing to the 
Israeli prime minister, 
pledging their full support, 
Israel public opinion was 
not reassured. 

Although Arab critics 
viewed the president’s 
comments as timid, he did 
succeed in sending a signal 
that the Netanyahu govern- 
ment is on a collision 
course with the goals of the 
peace process and with the 
U.S. policy in the region. 

Whether the president’s 
warning itself will alter the 
Israeli behaviour remains 
to be seen, since it appears 
that the ideologically dri- 
ven Netanyahu govern- 
ment is determined to pur- 
sue its own course and that 
includes rewriting the 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ments to meet their ideo- 
logical bent. 

While the Israeli govern- 
ment reacted defiantly, at 
least publicly, to the presi- 
dent's comments, Israeli 
opposition leaders and ana- 
lysts were troubled. They 
were wary that by breaking 
trust with the U.S. and with 
the Palestinians. the 
Netanyahu government 
was putting the peace 
process and U.S. support 
for Israel at risk. They fur- 
ther warned that the gov- 
ernment’s continued 
aggressive . Jttlement poli- 
cy could provoke new vio- 
lence and isolate IsraeL... 
internationally. • \ > 

Back in the U.S., the'" 1 ' 
president’s comments also 
spurred debate within the 
Jewish community. While 
the conference of presi- 
dents of major Jewish 
organisations urged their 
members to call the presi- 
dent and urge him to only 
criticise Israel privately, 
other important groups 
began a campaign urging 
their members to commend 
the president's public criti- 



cism. And the leading 
organisation of Reform 
Judaism issued a strong 
statement rebuking the 
Netanyahu government’s 
negative approach to the 
peace process. 

The U.S. media appears 
to have been almost unani- 
mous in its support of the 
president's stand. For sev- 
eral days, both before and 
after the president's com- 
ments. major newspapers' 
editorials and commen- 
taries strongly criticised 
provocative Israeli actions 
and supported a strong 
ULS.- .^response.,.. to the . 
Netanyahu government’s' 
'settlement' policies. 

It thus appears that' 
whether or not the 
Netanyahu government has 
got the message intended 
by the president's warning, 
the signal has been 
received by others and has 
already served to spark an 
important debate. 

The effect of this should 
not be lost in the Arab 
World since it is a clear 
sign that this president. 


who has been routinely 
criticised for his failure to 
publicly challenge Israel, 
has sent a definite mes- 
sage. The president has 
shown that while he clearly 
prefers private to public 
diplomacy, with the peace 
process at risk, he will rise 
to its defence. Whether he 
will go further depends on 
the Israeli response to his 
initial warning. 

The president's message 
should also help provide 
some assurance to the Arab 
World that in his second 
terra he will not abandon 
the search for a . compre- 
hensive Middle East peace. 

Washington has been 
aware of the deep conster- 
nation caused in the Arab 
World by the president's 
appointees for his second 
term’s national security 
team. The reaction has 
been its own form of wake- 
up call, exposing the deep 
political and psychological 
divide that e Jsts in U.S.- 
Arab relations. 

The reaction, of course, 
was largely focused on 


Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright's appointment as 
Secretary of State. While it 
was appropriate that critics 
note Ambassador 

Albright's role at the 
United Nations in attempt- 
ing to block the report* on 
Israel's bombing of Cana 
and her leadership in the 
effort to deny a second 
term to Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali as well as 
her often terse and unan- 
nounced speeches on 
issues of grave importance 
to Arabs and Muslims, per- 
sonal attacks against 
Ambassador Albright, were : 
dearly i wring.* and -embar- 
rassing; • 

' Ambassador Albright's 
marital status, religion 
(some critics incorrectly 
stated she was Jewish) and 
other personal matters 
should never have been 
discussed. In fact, when 
such things have been writ- 
ten by Americans against 
.Arabs, we have been justi- 
fied in charging defama- 
tion. It is tragic when polit- 
ical commentary sinks to 


that level, especially when 
there are serious issues that 
could be debated. The lack 
of civility and disregard for 
facts displayed by some 
Arab writers only served to 
discredit genuine Arab 
concerns. 

Ail this being said, it is to 
their credit that many offi- 
cials in Washington, 
including in the ambas- 
sador's own office, under- 
stood that there is real Arab 
disagreement with the fail- 
ure of the peace process to 
move forward and anger 
with the failure of U.S. pol- 
icy to adequately take into 
account Arab needs in sev- 
eral areas. They appear to 
understand that the harsh 
reaction to Ambassador 
Albright was to some 
extent prompted by these 
frustrations — she unfortu- 
nately became the target. 

The extreme attacks per- 
sonally directed at 
Ambassador Albright may 
be unfair for another rea- 
son as well. As United 
Nations ambassador, she 
has been a messenger and 
implementor of U.S. poli- 
cy, not its architect. As the 
senior foreign policy figure 
in the administration, she 
will now . play a leading 
role in shaping the policy 
directed by the president. 
In this new context, her 
toughness may, in fact, be 
helpful in the pursuit of the 
peace process. She has 
pledged an open door to 
Arab Americans, and we 
will make every effort to 
work with the new 
Secretary of State to urge 
that her stated support for a 
comprehensive 1 Middle 
East peace is in fact trans- 
lated into policies that 
rpake.thatjpeace a reality. t 

.For those.. who asserted 
that the Clinton administra- 
tion would not act to criti- 
cise Israeli leaders or be 
responsive to Arab con- 
cerns, this week has pro- 
vided its own message of 
hope. Hie peace process 
may not be fully back on 
track with its momentum 
restored, but some wake- 
up calls have been sent and 
others have been received* 


‘Knowledge industries — a 


concept Jordan should embrace ’ 


By Anas I. Rimawi 


THERE ARE untapped 
opportunities in the devel- 
opment of knowledge-based 
industries which are eco- 
nomically profitable and are 
well suited for society. 

During the late 1970s and 
the 80s. almost one third of 
Jordan's gross .national 
product (GNP) was made up 
by expatriate remittances, 
primarily from employees 
in the Gulf countries. Thus, 
essentially, Jordan exported 
human resources, primarily 
knowledge — engineers, 
doctors, managers, teachers, 
etc., and with them the 
know-how. 

Since the mid-80s. and 
especially after the Gulf 
war. over 300,000 expatri- 
ates have returned from the 
Gulf and unemployment has 
risen. The high growth 
countries which serve as a 
market for this knowledge 
are no longer high growth 
countries. So why isn’t this 
know-how sent to other 
markets in the world if it is 
really competitive? Mostly 
because socio-political and 
economic barriers exist 
before physical persons. 
They exist on both the mar- 
ket and the supply side. 

If we take the U.S. market 
as an example, we should 
realise that at the socio- 
political level, millions of 
skilled people, from many 
countries, would like to go 
to the U.S., but there are 
limits — based upon the 
number that can be 
absorbed, historical immi- 
gration ratios and political 
relationships. 


From the economic point 
of view, once a Jordanian 
steps into the Lr.S., his/her 
cost of living will rise and 
he/she will have to be paid 
U.S.-level wages. So why 
should a Jordanian be given 
preferential treatment? On 
the supply side, wages are 
higher (and many jobs exist) 
in the U.S., but expenses are 
also high and this lowers the 
purchasing power of the 
salaries. 

One question I would put. 
in today's world of comput- 
er and fast communication 
technology, is: Do people 
have to geographically 
move to transfer knowl- 
edge? Well, it depends. A 
better question yer would 
be: Under what circum- 
stances can knowledge be 
transferred, sold or exported 
without the person who pos- 
sesses it? Traditionally, 
goods have embodied 
knowledge: manufacturing, 
with what it entails of raw 
materials, purchased parts, 
capital equipment, manual 
labour, money and knowl- 
edge. inducting strategy, 
marketing, engineering. 

Knowledge is one compo- 
nent which varies in impor- 
tance or value. For a com- 
puter chip from Singapore 
or Ireland, knowledge 
accounts for up to 20 per 
cent of the total cost — 
enough to make the semi- 
conductor industry a 
“knowledge” industry. 
Companies tike Motorola, 
Intel and NEC compete 
based on knowledge. In the 
case of a lower quality shin, 
knowledge accounts for less 
than 50 per cent of cost and 


manual labour accounts for 
over 20 per cent of it. Thus, 
most light industries are 
“labour intensive" and they 
compete based on manual 
labour cost. 

Which products require 
the most knowledge? If we 
limit ourselves to physical 
goods, we have answers like 
semiconductors, telecom- 
munications equipment and 
pharmaceuticals. In the case 
of these products^ the 
knowledge is primarily con- 
tributed during the research, 
product design and develop- 
ment phases. The raw mate- 
rials. purchased pans, capi- 
tal equipment and manual 
labour appear during the 
production cycle. 

If Jordan's strongest sus- 
tainable resource is knowl- 
edge. then we must also 
focus on knowledge-based 
industries. With today's 
telecommunications tech- 
nologies. design, develop- 
ment and even research do 
not need to happen at the 
point of use or production. 
This knowledge can be 
exported in the form of a 
design over a telephone line 
or as a compurer diskette. 

Some knowledge-based 
industries require much 
more knowledge than we 
have, and may even require 
some supporting capabili- 
ties. What are we capable of 
designing and developing 
now are architectural 
designs, software pro- 
grammes, art and music/ 
engineering designs, pri- 
marily for internal or 
regional markets. 

If these are or can be 
brought up to world stan- 


dards, why can’t they be 
exported internationally 
while the “knowledge 
worker" stays in Jordan? 
They can be exported. 
Considering that a 
Jordanian engineer makes 
$300 to $600 a month, 
while an American engineer 
makes ten times the same, 
the economics are 
favourable. But there are 
other significant factors — 
marketing, track record and 
competition. The Indians, 
the Russians and the Irish 
are primary competitors in 
the world market of 
research and programming, 
and our cost is lower than 
that of the Irish, sometimes 
lower than the Indians’ (i.e., 
in software development, an 
Indian programmer makes 
$8,000 to $18,000 per year), 
and maybe lower than the 
Russians’. 

Like any other country 
entering the international 
market, one competes based 
on cost and enters slowly. 
The key point is that eco- 
nomic growth can be 
obtained without socio- 
political sacrifice by export- 
ing knowledge while people 
stay in the country. Design 
and development have min- 
imal impact on the environ- 
ment, usually require mini- 
mal investment (a computer, 
software and telephone con- 
nection for most jobs), and 
does not dependend on 
geography. This is some- 
thing Jordan did during the 
1970s and 80s. but people 
moved with their knowl- 
edge. 

Today, much knowledge 
can be exported without the 


persons moving with it. 
Successes exist at the entre- 
preneurial level in Jordan, 
but in the most successfol 
countries, the government 
lajrge companies, education- 
al institutions and the expa- 
triate communities (in the 
U.S. and Europe) are also 
involved. Singapore calls 
itself the “learning society”. 
The software capital of 
India. Bangalore, is grow- 
ing at over 50 per cent year. 
Ireland (a country of 5 mil- 
lion people) exports $4 bil- 
lion worth of software per 
year. 

The U.S. has been trans- 
ferring manufacturing away 
from its land and increasin'* 
research and development 
spending over the past 20 
years. Developing “knowl- 
edge industries” is not a 
new concept. It is a concept 
we have neglected and that 
we should now embrace. 


Anas Isam Rimawi has 
graduated with a BSc and a 
MSc from the School of 
Engineering at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and an MBA from the MIT 
Sloan School . of 
Management. He has over 4 
years work experience in 
the areas of manufacturing 
planning, manufacturing 
engineering, production 
management and technolo- 
gy transfer with Ford Motor 
Company and United 
Technologies. He con- 
tributed the above article to 
the Jordan Times. 
EnnisRimawi.91 @ alum.mil 
edu 
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LAST SUMMER, there 
was an announcement in 
the newspapers of a com- 
petition. organised by the 
Arab Council for Children 
and Development. Arab- 
artists were invited to send % 
their creations of a new 
Arab cartoon character,' 
and entries would be adju- 
dicated objectively, in due 
course, by Arab specialists 
in child education. 

The winning character, 
according to the announce- 
ment. had to satisfy certain 
criteria: It needed to be 
inspired by the Arab envi- 
ronment. It could not be- 
conventional, nor copied 
from an already existing 
creation. Finally, it had to 
lend itself to literary, artis- 
tic and dramatic produc- 
tions. 

Moreover, the character 
had to inspire in children 
thought, imagination and 
excellence, and it had to. 
have an effective role in a 
fami ly community, that 
would address children in 
particular. 

In other words, the char- 
acter needed to have rele- 
vance to Arab children in 
the twenty Fust century, so 
that they could identify 
with' him or her. The 
organisers of the competi- 
tion were- fully aware of 
“'this necessity, since. they 
advised artists to avoid 
conventional stereotypes 
and to create a character 
that could interact in a 
modern and positive way 
with its community at ail 
levels. 

The competition cap- 
tured my attention and 
curiosity for one principal 
reason: the idea, so far, 
seemed wonderful. At 
face value, it offered valu- 
able ii.centives to artists to 
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compete in a creative pro- 
ject. Moreover, the project 
itself promised to provide £ 
Arab children with a mod- 
em role model derived 
from their natural environ- 
ment, that would instil in 
them, by example, good 
civic sense. 

This, however, was not 
the reason why the 
announcement gripped 
me. You see, it aroused in 


me a nagging sensation. 
The voice of experience • 
seemed to whisper persis- 
tently in my mind's ear 
that a consummate disaster 
was about to rear its ugly 
head. To take a wonderful 
idea such as this one, and 
not turn it into a, total pig's 
ear, would be too drastic a 
departure from our norms 
of behaviour. 

That the result, at the end 
of the day, would be anf: 
unadulterated catastrophe, ‘ 
therefore, was a foregone 
conclusion. The only ques- 
tion was how this woald 
be achieved. This, even 
more than the creativity of 
the artists, seemed to be 
Ihe area where, serious 
imagination and dedica- 
tion would be exerted. - 
So. I waited patienfly for 
the results of the competi- 
tion. When finally they 
were announced, I discov- 
ered that the organisers, far 
from disabusing me of my 
pessimism, had surpassed 
themselves. They chose — 
wait for it — a camel. - A 
CAMEL!!! Not a child, 
not a patriarchal figure, 
nor a sagacious educator, 
but a dromedary, • ' 

In the twenty fiitit centu- 
ry, Arab children will be 
expected to seek; inspira- 
tion from a quadniped, 
whose back is dot 
straight Meanwhile,! the 
rest of the world will- be 
perfecting superconduc- 
tors and space travel. This 
is how we plan to catch-op 
with them. 
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By Sara Henley 
Reuter 

ARCTIC CIRCLE. Finland 
— Matthew Weeks From 
London is a streetwise nine- 
year-old. His verdict: “He 
was real.” 

Six-and-a-huJf-year-old 
Antoine from Paris found 
the red-robed man “Wen” 
l coed), but a bit scary: Two- 
year-old Louise just stared. 
Newly-weds Etsuko and 
Yoshiaki Hamada from To- 
kyo were still looking for- 
ward to. seeing ”Oji." 

Santa Oji-San. Pere Noel, 
Svaiy Mikalas. Simerklaas. 
Sheng.Dan Lao Ren to the 
Chinese, or Joulupukki to 
the Finns — it’s that Santa 
time of year up on the 66th 
parallel, when the frosty air 
rings with the ehairer of 
excited foreign voices. 

The Lapland town of Ro- 
vaniemi has many rivals to 
its claim to be the home of 
the “real” Father Christmas, 
but attracts some 400.0UU 
visitor? a year who seem 
able to handle temperatures 
of around minus J 6 Celsius 
(minus nine Fahrenheit). 

“It’s been absolutely bril- 
liant: for the older kids as 
well, ‘ like us.” said 
Matthew's father Michael, 
of their five-day package 
tour. “I've never seen so 
much snow.” 


‘Santa helps’ 


Concorde comes twice a 
year from Britain and about 
100 charier flights land at 


Rovaniemi Airport annual- 
ly. with as many as 13 
flights due on peak days like 
Dec. 23 when Santa makes 
his official departure to get 
those presents delivered. 

Parents Mike and Tracy 
Davies from Wakefield in 
England found the cold bea- 
rable and the trip “exhaust- 
ing and wonderful.” 

Seeing “the real Santa” is 
just part of the packed pro- 
gramme of husky dog treks, 
reindeer-driving lessons, to- 
bogganing and snowmobile 
safaris that mainly British 
tour operators offer. 

But as Marja Selin, infor- 
mation officer at the Santa 
Claus Village, put it: “Santa 
helps.” 


The man himself 


"He has a very solemn 
side." said Antoine's father, 
looking up at the genial, 
flaxen- bearded gem — 
sporting beneath his scarlet 
robes somewhat unconven- 
tional stripey socks — as he 
greeted a fidgety group of 
Finnish adolescents. 

Indeed, Santa takes his 
role very seriously, especial- 
ly for younger children. 
“Why should you break a 
dream in this world?" he 
said. “The children of today 
have enough broken 
dreams.” 

Rather than a barrel of 
gifts, this Santa has by his 
side some stickers and an 
atlas of the world. “Kalime- 
ra” appears to be about the 
extent of his Greek but he 


manages well in French and 
even recognises — and wel- 
comes — last year's visi- 
tors. 

The Spice Girls 

Santa's first-time visitors 
this year included the inter- 
national pop sensation, the 
Spice Girls (who in line 
with their hit presumably 
told him what they “really, 
really want"). 

Sources close to Santa al- 
so reveal that even a senior 
Chinese politician had ear- 
nestly requested an audi- 
ence. 

Commerce — for those 
who can pay — plays a big 
role. The economy in north- 
ern Finland is far from 
booming. As many as one- 
fifth of the workforce are 
unemployed in some areas. 

But less affluent visitors 
come on charity trips, which 
are partly subsidised by the 
people of Rovaniemi. 

Santa has 
expanded... 

There was a bit of a scan- 
dal this time last year when 
some of Santa's young visi- 
tors were forced by a lack of 
space in his office to stand, 
outside in plunging temper- 
atures waiting to see him. 
So now he has moved into a 
big new building. 

”1 like my new house, it’s 
very good," he said, point- 
ing to the balcony from 
which the timid can watch 
at a safe distance. 

“Now it’s not so crowded. 


1 can still have a quiet chat 
with the very young chil- 
dren. And I’m able to have 
some of my books with me 

— like my guide to the 
world's chimneys.” He ges- 
tured at the man-sized mock 
volumes on the wall. 

Santa observed with inter- 
est how different nationali- 
ties react to waiting to see 
him. ‘The British...queue. 
Some nationalities seem to 
think if you push, it goes 
faster." 

...And so has his 
postbag 

Santa's Lapland address 

— distance from.New York 
6,204 kilometres, from Rio 
1 1 .594 kilometres, from 
London 2,260 kilometres — 
is also his .“main” post 
office. Finland has handled 
700.000 letters to Santa so 
far this year, compared with 
pome 150,000 sent to other 
countries. 

But while the letters mul- 
tiply. their subject mutter 
varies little. They are main- 
ly lists — like the 38 items 
including “chicken limbo, 
remote car, power ranger 
stuff, telescope, little bat- 
man cars, lights x 3...” for 
Warren Lester, six. 

Leeanna (no address) 
wants a Spice Girls compact 
disc. 

But not all the post is 
materialistic. Irene, eight, 
asks, “what do you want to 
be?” From Singapore comes 
a long letter from Tan Lihan 
“a fun-loving and easy- 
going gal.” 


"By the way.” she writes. 
“Bethlehem is the birthplace 
of Jesus and Christinas orig- 
inated from there. Why is 
Santa Claus, which is so 
much related to Christmas, 
originally from Finland 
instead of Bethlehem?". She 
will get a reply. 


Dear Mrs. Claus... 


Less direct may be the 
response to the wishes of 
17-year old Natty from 
Thailand for health for her 
cats To-To. Paew, Pank. Nu- 
Dee, Pong. Tong, Jear-Law. 
Vam. Jew; Tung. Meauw- 
Lek. Naja. Yellow and Dam. 

Izumi Asano, 20, from 
Japan, asks If Santa has ever 
seen a UFO (unidentified 
flying object). Yoshiko Ta- 
kada, 20. urges, “please lis- 
ten I'm falling in love now... 
But be thinks of me just a 
friend... Please give me a 
miracle.” 

A young feminist. Anna- 
lisa Luella Cravens, writes 
to "Mrs. Claus. I think your 
husband is real. Is he?" 

Israeli Ruth, 21. writes al- 
though she is Jewish: 
"Snow is not exactly the 
most common thing here.” 
Class 1C from Sofia say: 
“You are the biggest magic 
because you make us be 
kind.” 

Perhaps Yoshiko deserves 
the last word. "Love is diffi- 
cult.” she tells Santa. T am 
not a child, but my heart is a 
child.” 


Santa Claus presents his huge library of 'all world knowledge* at his office at Arctic 
Circle, Finnish Lapland. The Arctic Circle town of Rovaniemi has many rivals to its 
claim to be the 'real' Father Christmas, but attracts some 400,000 visitors each year 
and has received more than 700,000 letters this year compared with some 150,000 sent 
to other countries (Reuter photo) 


Sun , sand and fake snow — Miami’s kind of Xmas 


By Patricia Zengerle 
Reuter 

MIAMI - . - Bell-ringing- 
Santas clad in fur-trimmed- 
suits sweat it out on sandy 
street comers, the snow 
comes from a can and 
palms double up as Christ- 
mas trees. It's the festive 
season Mi ami-style. 

Despite the best efforts 
to keep the season’s tradi- 
tions, Christmas in the 
tropics has a rhythm of its 
own that is far removed 
from the snowy “white 
Christmas" legendary 
American crooner Bing 
Crosby dreamed about. 

That while stuff that 
looks like ^now piled up 
on a holiday display usual- 
ly comes from a can. or 
from a beach — sand is a 
favourite base for church 
nativity scenes. 

The Santa collecting for 
charity probably is not 
wearing shorts — al- 
though~roany of his shop- 
per-donors are — but on a 
steamy Miami day he is 
n.!^ ,n ? v sweating in that red suit. 

• c * And the lights on the tree 
beside him are a thin spiral 
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twined up the stem and 
into the fronds of a palm 
tree., 

(Christmas ’ ’ trees — ■ 
trucked south from North 
Carolina — are for sale, 
but are kept under tents to 
keep them from drying in 
the bright sun. 

“It’s kind of a confusion 
of seasons here," said 
William Heim, an English 
professor at the University 
of South Florida in Tampa, 
who studies holiday folk- 
lore and customs. 

Most of the traditions 
associated with Christmas 
in the United States and 
Europe are tied to cold 
weather, such as the deco- 
ration of pine trees, which 
remain green all winter, as 
a symbol of hope and a 
sign that spring will come 
again. 

Mistletoe and holly also 
are evergreens, he noted. 

But warm weather dwel- 
lers dreaming in vain of a 
white Christmas should 
not feel too blue, most of 
the Christmas traditions 
tied to the cold have little 
to do with the religious 
basis of the holiday. 


"Christinas has been 
extremely romanticised in 
popular culture and that 
includes snow. But in.reaj- 
ity it has absolutely noth- 
ing to do with snow. And I 
do not believe it was 
snowing in Bethlehem," 
said Sharon Sherman, a 
folklorist at the University 
of Oregon who has studied 
Christmas traditions and 
their roots. 

Christmas trees, mistle- 
toe and even Santa Claus 
had their origins in rituals 
established thousands of 
years before Christ's birth. 

“Santa Claus, too, is pro- 
bably older than Christ- 
mas." Ms. Heim said. 
“The idea of the end of the 
year and the old man with 
the beard, which seems to 
symbolise the end of the 
growing cycle of the year, 
again in all probability is 
some kind or ancient sym- 
bol for that particular sea- 
son (that)... Ultimately, 
over centuries, evolved in- 
to St. Nicholas, or Santa 
Claus.” 

“Again, what does a jolly 
old man in a beard in a red 
suit, going ho ho ho, have 


to do with the birth of 
Jesus?" 

But try. telling that to 
northerners like Ann Ma- 
rie Safaty, a New Yorker 
shopping at an open air 
mall next to Biscayne Bay 
this week who was head- 
ing back home before Dec. 
25. 

"There’s nothing like 
New York at Christmas," 
she said, adding that she 
had spent several Christ- 
mases with relatives in 
Miami, bur things had just 
not been the same. 

T don't necessarily miss 
the cold weather. But 
when 1 go through the 
malls here and I see the 
fake snow, I laugh," she 
said. 

Even high school student 
Chris Cave, who has spent 
his life in Fort Lauderdale 
and loves the sun and 
sand, would like to try 
some of the things he has 
read about. 

"The only thing that I do 
miss is snow and going out 
and cutting down your 
own Christmas tree. That 
would be cool," he said. 


Christmas dreams dashed as 
Santa letters go unopened 


By Abigail Schmelz 
Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — Santa’s 
little helpers have downed 
tools at North Pole Post 
Offices in Greenland and 
Iceland, leaving piles of 
children’s Christmas letters 
unanswered and thousands 
of dreams unfulfilled. 

Carefully penned letters 
full of Christmas requests 
which are sent to Santa 
every year by children from 
all over the world have fall- 
en victim to government 
spending cuts. 

“Kids can send a letter to 
Santa but they won’t get an 
answer." Siri Kveller, of the 
Santa Claus of Greenland 
Foundation, told Reuters. 

"The more letters we an- 
swered, the more we got 
and we simply can’t afford 
it,” Mr. Kveller said. 

Two years ago. funding 
dried up from official 
Greenland funds that paid 


workers to reply to the piles 
of mail and ihe service 
stopped. 

Now the letters are 
dumped in a big red mail- 
box and then bundled into 
storage — mostly uno- 
pened. 

Children who address 
their letters to “Santa Claus, 
North Pole. Iceland” proba- 
bly won’t have much luck 
either. 

The state-sponsored Ice- 
landic Board of Tourism, 
which once answered the 
letters, was forced by bud- 
get cuts to stop the project 
about 15 years ago. 

The letters now are left in 
a room and charity groups 
are invited to deal with 
them as they see fit. 

Axel Sigurdsson of the 
Icelandic Post Office told 
Reuters: “The letters are 
just thrown away after a 
while if they have no return 
address." 

One oraanisation. North 


Pole in Iceland, has taken 
over some of Santa’s job. 
selling cards and diplomas 
that parents can order and 
have sent to the child of 
their choice. 

The group is campaigning 
to keep Santa's rightful 
home in Iceland — arguing 
against those who claim the 
white-bearded childrens’ 
hero as their own. 

Sweden. Greenland. Fin- 
land. Canada and Iceland all 
claim to be Santa's real 
home. 

“Obviously there is a little 
competition in the field 
between the Scandinavian 
countries.” said North Pole 
in Iceland’s Hermann Au- 
dunsson. 

"This is probably the only 
country in the world where 
Santa Claus is a registered 
trademark." 

Youngsters who wrote to 
Finland's Santa have a bet- 
ter chance of hearing whe- 
ther their dreams will come 


true on Dec. 24 or 25 when 
Rudolph and his lean) fly 

by- 

But even in Finland it is 
the luck of the draw. 

"This year children wrote 
600,000 letters so it’s im- 
possible to answer all of 
them but we try our best." 
said Pia Kamppainen of the 
post office’s Santa Project. 

The chosen ones can get 
the basic reply — a letter 
composed in 12 languages 
— through a project spon- 
sored by the Finnish gov- 
ernment. 

The Swedish Post Office 
receives up to S0.000 letters 
a year and says all are 
answered with a small gift. 

“We get letters from chil- 
dren all over the world.” 
said Lena Depomian of the 
Swedish Post Office. 

"They know they have 
Santa Claus here in Swe- 
den. If we stopped 1 think 
•all the kids would cry." she 
said. 
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By EUen Wunfhorst 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — All Mario 
Mugnani wants is for Mel 
Gibson to cough in public. 

One of New York's video- 
paparazzi, Mugnani knows 
of an Australian television 
show that wants to buy film 
of Gibson showing the ef- 
fects of years of heavy smo- 
king. So. braced against the 
early winter chill, Magnani 
waited on a comer for the 
star to appear. 

Gibson is just one of many 
celebrities Magnani will 
chase, videocamera in hand, 
during his day. While there 
are sexier scoops and more 
elusive exclusives, this is 
the kind of footage Magnani 
can sell for hundreds or 
thousands of dollars. 

Besides, one cough from 
Gibson and Magnani can 
take a break from his stake- 
outs. which mpy begin at 
% break and last well into 
^ night The much-ma- 
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Gained — the victim of a 
fycott led by NBC’s “Er” 
^George Clooney. 

Clooney .. launched his 
c ®?aign after Paramount 
^vision’s “hard copy" 


broke a deal and ran footage 
of his girlfriend. He refused 
to appear in other Para- 
mount programmes, namely 
"entertainment tonight,” 
until he exacted a pledge 
that the company would set 
rules about the film it buys. 

The boycott has gathered 
strength as other big names 
have signed on, denouncing 
the intrusion into their pri- 
vate lives and citing horrific 
examples of “stalkerazzi” 
trailing their children or 
antagonizing them into 
flailing their fists or filing 
lawsuits. 

The recent boom in video- 
paparazzi. video rats as they 
are sometimes known, has 
only made it worse. Their 
footage can capture entire 
sequences, not just the 
moments made famous by 
still photographers such as 
Ron Galleia, who stalked 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onas- 
sis, or those who captured 
the “toe-sucking pictures” 
that shamed Britain’s Du- 
chess of York. 

Magnani, son of a still 
paparazzo, says the video 
boycott is unjustified. “Be- 
ing a celebrity is being 
famous. Being famous is 
being photographed.” he 
said as he waited for Gib- 
son, the star of “conspiracy 


theory” being shot on the 
streets of New York. “It's all 
part of making all that 
money.” 

For Magnani, the boycott 
also means money — less of 
it. 

Sales have fallen by half 
as shows like "hard copy" 
and “inside edition” shy 
away from freelancers’ Film, 
he said. He now sells three 
or four pieces a week, down 
from five or six. 

And ir makes a hard job 
harder. Video-paparazzi 
must research where and 
which celebrities might turn 
up, fend off security staff 
and then spend gruelling 
hours waiting and watching. 
With just seconds to catch a 
passing star, averting their 
eyes even for a minute can 
mean a day’s lost work. 

As if to prove his point. 
Magnani’s conversation 
was interrupted as Gibson 
appeared, cellphone to his 
ear, only to disappear just as 
quickly into a makeup trail- 
er. 

Gibson didn’t cough. 

While many of his col- 
leagues deserve their agg- 
ressive reputation, Magna- 
ni, 33. has developed a less 
confrontational style. Tall 
and handsome as many of 
the stars he shoots, he ducks 


behind buildings and fades 
into crowds. His hand-held 
vi-deocamera slips easily 
into the folds of his thick 
jacket. 

“I prefer to work with dis- 
tance. 1 can get kisses.” he 
said. "If they're on the alert, 
I can’t get a scoop ” 

As Magnani chatted. 
Gibson emerged from the 
trailer and strode quickly 
past. The actor was smoking 
furiously, bur he still didn’t 
cough. Nor would he for the 
rest of the afternoon as he 
acted in a movie scene and 
Mugnani watched from 
across the street. 

But a couple of days later. 
Magnani’s luck improved. 

This time the target was 
John Kennedy’s publicity- 
shy new wife, Carolyn 
Bessette. The world's ap- 
petite was whetted by the 
couple's September wed- 
ding and the famous video- 
tape of the two arguing last 
winter reportedly fetched 
the equivalent of many peo- 
ple's yearly salary. 

On this very early morn- 
ing, Magnani waited down 
the block as the statuesque 
— and easily spotted — 
Bessetre emerged from the 
couple's tribeca loft. Her 
head down, clad in a black 
coat and dark glasses, she 


walked quickly to a nearby 
subway. 

She should be less resis- 
tant to the glare of publicity, 
Maganani advised, as he 
followed her down the sta- 
tion steps. 

“Just pose, and keep pos- 
ing until they don’t want 
you,” he said. “The more 
you run, the more they'll 
follow.” 

He hid behind the subway 
token booth, waited for 
Bessette to board an arriv- 
ing train and leaped inro an 
adjoining car. 

As she sat reading a news- 
paper, he filmed her through 
a smudged window until she 
got off the train many stops 
later. 

Magnani was happy, kno- 
wing that a round of tele- 
phone calls to tabloid TV 
shows would round up the 
highest bidder for his film. 
But with tabloids speculat- 
ing that Bessette is preg- 
nant. he knows what the 
best scoop would be. 

"I’m hoping to catch her 
at the gynecologist. I’m 
working on it.” he said with 
a smile, setting off on his 
next pursuit. 

Mel Gibson was still in 
town, and maybe he was 
coughing. 


Mario Magnani, a video-paparazzi photographer in New York City, works the streets 
in search of celebrities. Mr. Magnani has found his job harder after several celebri- 
ties have boycotted shows that use video-paparazzi material (Reuter photo) 
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Some things beat experience Time left over to dream 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 

PROFESSIONAL experience is usually considered as an 
important asset. People who work for a certain number of 
years in a given field end up with an amount of knowledge 
that no academic background cgn provide or replace. AJI 
those who graduate from college know how unpleasant it 
can be to enter the professional life with a feeling that one 
knows so little and that everything is still to be learnt. 

Beginner engineers in the field of, say civil engineering, 
will look up to more experienced colleagues with respect, 
or at least with the hope to learn from them as much as 
they can. in the shortest possible time. And of course, the 
more experienced one gets, the more venerable he or she 
becomes. 

This social-professional classification doesn’t exactly 
apply to the world of computers and data processing. The 
nature and the speed of the changes are creating a new 
breed of young experts — whiz kids — who show no par- 
ticular respect for their elders and who often can show 
them a few tricks of their own. 

The technological gap between a 24-year-old computer 
graduate and his 50-year old senior is tremendous. Not 
only information technology (IT) took giant steps between 
both generations but a certain part of the knowledge the 
older' one has acquired simply isn't valid anymore. 
Naturally the main principles and theories remain the 
same — informatics after all is a science chiefly built on 
mathematics. Therefore a 50-60-year computer specialist 
cannot be relegated with the dinosaurs. From the practical 
point of view however radical changes did occur. The 
amount of new information about IT is much better 
absorbed, assimilated and then used, implemented by 
young, fresh minds. 


chip talk 



In the United States, the average age of those who 
design and programme those sophisticated CD-ROM 
games is 23. There are numerous examples of people who 
are now considered as genius innovators in the computer 
industry and who dropped out from college for being roo 
eager to start implementing their ideas. 

If experience is something still valuable, a computer 
professional who has more than 30 years of experience for 
example but hasn't made the continuous, painful effort of 
constantly updating his knowledge may find himself seri- 
ously diminished in the practical world of personal com- 
puting, if compared to a younger colleague. 

I remember that during a technical show I was partici- 
pating in as an exhibitor, back in 19SS in Amman, among 
all the visitors who asked us hundreds of questions of all 
sons, the most opponune, the most interesting ones came 
from a young man who must have been 16 or 17 years old 
then. One thing old-timers in the profession have learnt is 
never to underestimate the capability of the young — 
however young they can be. Such a positive attitude 
towards the emerging generation can oDly come with 
experience.. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, December 26, 1996 


Holy Koran 

Iris + Ovide & The Gang 

Out Of This World 

Covington Cross 

Feature — They Call Me Bruce 

Starring: Ralph Maura & Pam Huntington 

News Flash 

Continuation Of Film 

French Progammes 

Iniertainment Varieties 

Le Journal 

Magazine — Atomes Crochus 
News Headlines 
Pacific Station 
The American Chart Show- 
Material World 

Rung Fu — The Legend Continues 
News In English 
Feature Film — Callie and Son 
Starring: Lindsay Wagner & Jameson Parker 


Friday, December 27, 1996 


Holy Koran 

The Muppet Show & Flintstones 
French Programmes 
L'Ecole Des Fans 
Crystal Maze 
News Rash 
French Programme 
Magazine — Envoye Special 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
Down To Earth 

Documentary — Discover Magazine 

Virtual Reality — VR.5 

Hunter 

News In English 

Feature Film — Bom on the fourth of July 
Family Matters 


Saturday, December 28, 1996 


Holy Koran 

Adventures Of Micky And Donald 
Cirque And Safety At Work 
French Programme 

Document — La France Aux Mille Villages 
Family Programme — Fete Des Bebes 
Gillette (Sports) 

Criss Cross 
News Flash 
The Blue Heelers 
French Programme 
Serie — Jack 
Le Journal 
Magazine — Ziva 
News Headlines 
Something Wilder 
Superstars Of Action 
Prism 
Superman 
News In English 

Best Seller — Devices & Desires 
Feature Film — Lili 

Srarring: Leslie Caron & Jean Paul Aumont 


Sunday, December 29, 1996 


Holy Koran 
Jonny Quest 
You Bet Your Life 
French Programme 
Enterainment — Week-ends Specialux 
World Echo (Documentary) 

The Famous Five 
News Rash 

Our World Their World — Documentary 
All Our Children 
French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Er Musique 
News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Auto — Classics 
Album Show 


Documentary — Hold Up The Sun 
News In English 

New Drama Series — Operation Corbra 
Miami Vice ( Police Drama) 

Yes Minister 


Monday, December 30, 1996 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Muppet Show 

2:30 

Dad's Array 

3:00 

French Programme — Varieties 

3:30 

Nature’s Inventions 

4:30 

Hey Dad 

5:00 

News Rash 

5:02 

Wild Rower — Documentary - 

5:15 

Dalton (New Drama) 

6:00 

French Programme — Magazine 
Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Rosanne 

8:00 

Disaster Chronicle — Docuraentaiy 

S:30 

Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 

9:10 

The Lazarus Man 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Best Seller — Devices & Desires 

11:15 

The Knock 


Tuesday, December 31, 1996 


Holy Koran 

Budgie (The Little Helicopter) 

Captain Planet (Cartoon) 

I Love Lucy 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Magazine — Monragne 
At The Zoo 
Dog House 
News Rash 
Fun With Physics 
Cyclone Tracy 
French Programme 
Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 
' Magazine — Extra Large 
News Headlines 
Murphy Brown 
Magazine Zero — One 
The Accidental Tourist 
News In English 
Bert Rigby — You're a fool 
Starring: Robet Lindsay & Robbie Coltrane 
The 1996 World Music Awards 


Wednesday, January 1, 1997 


Holy Koran 

The Muppet Show 

Circus 

French Programme 
Documentary — Earth Revealed 
Blizzard Island 
News Rash 
Kelly & Challenge 
French Programme 
Document — Ushuaia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Baker's Field P.D. 

Challenges 
N.B.A. Basketball 
News In English 
Cobra 

Hart To Hart 
Who’s The Boss? 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

NOT BEING able to learn by trial and error was some- 
thing I had mentioned last weekend and ! mention it again 
this weekend because it just seems that our inability to 
learn from past mistakes is just simply incredible. 

This means that even though some things are taken to'be 
common knowledge, they are worth restating if only to 
emphasise the increasing precariousness of our tenure on 
the planet. 

For exampie, those amongst us who normally tune into 
the second channel of Jordan Television would have seen 
over the past couple of weekends a special two-part report 
on the perils facing our precious Wadi Rum if we are not 
more careful with how we conduct business over there. 

Now, out of genuine concern. I did write about Rum and 
the situation there in May of this year. But sadly, our habit 
of ignoring and looking past statements expressing con- 
cern whenever they are brought to our attention did get in 
the way of our good sense of judgement at the time. That 
is to say that no action was initiated. 

We now look back in bitterness and dismay because we 
are only now beginning to feel the scale of the damage that 
has been inflicted upon Rum over the past year. There are 
plenty of people, tour guides and operators et al, getting 
richer and richer by taking advantage of Rum, its beauty 
and its people. 

All of this happens because of the absence of a govern- 
ing body looking out for the interests of the Wadi. What 
we are not told, but can easily work out. is that this is hap- 
pening because there is a lot of vested interest fighting for 
the rights to develop Rum. 

As a result of this greed and lack of a clear vision and an 
overall development policy. Rurtf is being left to suffer the 
increasing abuse that we are now witnessing. 

This is only one of many things that we have allowed to 
slide into disarray over the past year. What we need to do 
, in the days ahead is to look for ways in which we can truly 
serve our habitat and environment while maintaining our 
development goals. We need to always pay more attention 
to the bigger picture and even fight for a better world, if 



that is deemed necessary. We would only be fighting for 
our future. Fighting for the right to have one and fighting 
for the right to dream and to want more and better things. 

This is one really important thought as this year draws to 
an end. Another has to do with remembering those things 
that have been close to our hearts oyer the past 1 ► . months. 
Things that we now’ leave behind without any explications, 
other than those that have to do with the passage of time, 
beina given. Things that we will come to remember only 
as fleeting illusions from which w’e had learnt a great deal. 

The logical thing now is to find new things to be neve in. 
Things like finding balance in our lives. A balance 
between that which we need and that which we want. The 
balance between despair and hope. Between the need to 
speak out and the need to remain silent. . 

If we want to succeed, we need only to believe in the 
things that are real . We need to believe in the things which 
are pure. We have to believe in the need to listen to one 
another. We need to believe in those things that some of us 
have and those same things rhat others have to fight for. 
Most of ail. we need to believe that even though change is 
inevitable, we have the choice to make it either a change 
for the better or one for the worse. We need to believe that 
we can make a difference. 

I leave you with these thoughts in the hope that we will i 
meet again in 1997. Meny Christmas everyone, and a j 
Happy New Year. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


HOWLERS 


THEATRE: A method of obtaining money by false pre- 
tences. 

THIEF: One who just has a habit of finding things 
before people lose them. 

TRANSLATOR: One who does not know what a for- 
eign author means, but is willing to expalin. 

TROUSERS: An uncommon noun because it is singular 
on top and plural at the botiom. 

WHY..—:?: The word that invented science. 

WORLD WAR Is A historical incident that started with 
an assassination and ended with communism, fascism, 
inflation and depression. 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


** I can’t stand this any more. 

La astatT an ataharnmaj akthar min thaiek. 

** You can do what you like. 

Tastati* an taf’ai ma tashaa’. 

** I can meet you tonight. 

Astati’ an altaqi ma’ka aJ-Iailah. 

** He is the sort of man to confide in. 

Ennahu rajol yuthaq behi. 

** It is for you to decide. 

Al-amr matrouk laka lekay tat'takhith qararan. 

** I came here to speak to you. 

Je’to bona le'atakllam raa’ak. 

** Nothing will make me change my mind. 

Lan oghayyer ra’yee le'ayy sabab minal Asbab. 

** Calm down! You mustn’t give way like this. 

Eh’da’! Yajib alia tanhar hakhatha. 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 

right to elect for the first time? 

5. Where was the egg-plant (aubergine) first grown? 


6. Who was the author of The Good Earth? 


THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS 


FOR many generations, certain flowers have been 
accepted as having definite meanings. Thus, a gift of any 
of the examples listed below, may be taken to infer what- 
ever description is appended. 

Cammelia — Beauty, loveliness. 

Candytuft — Indifference, lack of affection. 

Carnation (Red) — Alas for my poor heart! 

Carnation (White) — Disregard, disdain. 

Clover (Four-leaved) — Be mine. 

Columbine — Foolishness 

Daisy — innocence, purity 

Deadly Nightshade — Falsehood, untrue. 


PUZZLES 

THE WORLD'S FIRST CROSSWORD 

THE WORLD’S first crossword was the brainchild of 
Arthur Wynne, who in 1905 had emigrated from his native 
Liverpool to the United States. Wynne became editor of 
the "Fun" of The New York World and one day in 1913 
casting round for a new idea for the puzzle section he ' 
came up with the notion of a "word cross." This, the 
world s first crossword, was an immediate success, and the 
"word cross" or "cross- word" as it was later styled became 
a regular feature. 


NEW YORK WORLD, DEC. 21, 1913 


I wonder how to convince you. 


Tora, kayfa oqnFok. 


LAUGH-IT-OFF 


* Teacher: "What's the difference between calamity and 
disaster? 

Student: ‘That your wife's drowning is a calamity and 
that anybody showing any help to save her a disaster.” 


* ONE of Qaraqush’s sons ordered that a man must be 
hanged without doing him any justice. 

The man was then brought before the prince who decid- 
ed the man would be hanged at once. But one of the body- 
guards told him: 

"My lord, how would you hang him? He is your smith 
and without him you can’t shod'your horse as he is the 
only one in this town.” 

Looking out of his window, the prince caught sight of a 
porter and said: "Fetch that man and hang him instead!” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

L Bahrain's islands count eleven. Is this true or false? 

2. Name the insect that carries "typhus." 

3. What does the word "Philadelphia” mean in Latin? 

4. What was the Islamic country that gave woman the 


2-3 What bargain hunters enjoy 

4-5 A written acknowledgement 

6-7 Such and nothing more 
1 0-1 1 Abiid 

14- 15 Opposed to less 

1 5- 1 9. What this puzzle is 
22-23 An animal of prey 
26-27 The dose of a day ’ 

28-29 To elude 

30-31 The plural of is 
8-9 To cultivate 

1 2- 1 3 A bar of wood or iron 

16- 17 WTiat artists learn to do 
20-21 Fastened 

24-25 Found on the seashore 

13- 21 A boy- 


10- 1 8 The Fibre of the 
so mud palm- 
6-22 What we all 
should be 
4-26 A day dream 
2-11 A talon 
19-28 A pigeon" 

F-7 Part of your bead 

23- 30 A river in Russia 
1-32 To goem 

33-34 An aromatic plant 
N-8 A fist 

24- 3 1 To agree with 

4- 1 2 Pan of a ship 
20-29 One 

5- 27 Exchanging 
9-25 To sink in ntud 
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The bold and the beautiful of 1996 Christmas CDs 


By Jim Patterson 
The Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee 
— You want "white Christ- 
mas” with a twang? 

Take your choice. There's 
Tammy Wyneite’s version 
on Rhino Records' Country 
Christmas, Michelle Wright 
on Arista's Star Of Won- 
der.” the group Shenandoah 
on their Christinas Album, 
and Collin Raye on his. And 
that's just the 1996 batch. 

Nashville Record labels 
lick their chops and issue 
Christmas music with aban- 
don each season. This year 
there are at least 10 offer- 


ings. ranging from Raye 
doing standards such as The 
First Noel and Silent Night 
with orchestra to Jimmy 
Buffett's island versions of 
Run Rudolph Run and Hap- 
py Xmas (War Is Over). 

The math is simple. 
There's a ready-built market 
for Christinas music, so 
every performer with a fol- 
lowing puis one out sooner 
or later. 

"A pet peeve [ have is that 
whenever somebody’s hot 
... They do a Christmas al- 
bum," said Raye. whose te- 
nor voice works well on 
Collin Raye Christmas: The 
Gift. 


"I understand that, but 
usually the album turns out 
to have about the same 
amount of depth as that rea- 
son for doing one. which is 
none at all,” he said. 

Indeed, many of these col- 
lections are toss-offs. Buf- 
fett's Christmas Island has a 
couple of interesting origi- 
nals for those who like a bit 
of the Caribbean in their 
Christmas, but his takes on 
Christmas rockers popu- 
larised by John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono and Keith Ri- 
chards are pale copies of tile 
originals. It's hard to be- 
lieve Buffett settled for his 
erratic lead vocal on Happy 


Christmas (War Is Oven.” 

Then there’s the similarly 
titled Country Christmas 
and Christmas Country, the 
first from Rhino and latter 
from Warner Bros. Both 
take already released recor- 
dings from various sources 
to create a "new" Christmas 
collection to sell this year. 

The nud here goes to the 
Rhino set. which leans to 
older artists like Jim Reeves 
and Loretta Lynn. Not many 
people have heard George 
Jones and Tammy Wynerte's 
Mr. And Mrs. Santa Claus 
or Reeves’ An Old Christ- 
mas Card for awhile, and 
they're a kick. Plus you get 


good old Buck Owens on 
Santa Looked A Lot Like 
Daddy. 

Travis Trin’s version of 
Santa Looked A Lot Like 
Daddy on Christmas Coun- 
try is a straight copy of 
Owens, but not as good. 
And the CD starts off with 
snooze-worthy renditions ol' 
Here Comes Santa Claus by 
Little Texas and Blue 
Christmas by Clay Walker. 
But Warners Bros. Compiler 
Paige Levy did have the 
good taste to end with Ka- 
thy Mattea's very warm ver- 
sion of The Christmas 
Song ” 

Arista's Star Of Wonder 


sticks with its own star- 
studded roster, and execu- 
tive producer Jim Scherer at 
least coaxed mostly new- 
record ings out of stars &uch 
as Biackhuwk (We Three 
Kings) and Steve Warmer 
(Silent Nightt. 

And the guvs from irre- 
pressible group BR5-49 
slick back their hair and 
deliv er a version of It Came 
Upon A Midnight Clear 
straight out of a church pew 
— except for Don Herron's 
sweeping steel guitar. 

The I9S0*. supergroup Ala- 
bama put out their second 
Christmas album. Christmas 
Volume II. There are three ol- 


dies including Little Drum- 
mer Boy, but mostly Alabama 
takes the riskier road of unfa- 
miliar material. Sometimes it 
works, sometimes it doesn't. 
It won't matter to their fans 
who will buy it regardless. 

For those less star-ob- 
sessed. two releases come 
highly recommended. 

If you buy just one new 
Christmas CD this year, get 
"gifts" by the Nashville 
Mandolin Ensemble on Co- 
lumbia Records. A virtual 
orchestra of mandolin play- 
ers takes on classical pieces 
like Carol Of The Bells and 
Tchaikovsky's Dance Of 
The Mirlitons. and it's stun- 


ning. It will work as back- 
ground music or stand up to 
close listening. 

Also, there's Snow An- 
gels. which came out in 
1994 on Hear Records and 
is being reissued this year 
by plucky Nashville Inde- 
pendent Compass Records. 
The most famous name on 
Snow Angels is Joan Os- 
borne. but selections by- 
Pierce Penis. James 
McCandless and Jim Infan- 
tine and Jonaiha Brooks are 
all outstanding. Good low- 
key holiday music, and an 
introduction to some artists 
who all have a lot ro offer 
the rest of the year, too. 
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Famed Casino du Liban rises from ashes 


By Haitham Haddadin 
Reuter 

JOUNIEH. Lebanon — 
Casino Du Liban, a fabled 
playground for Arab kings 
and European socialites 
before Lebanon’s civil war. 
reopens this month after a 
20-year closure hoping to 
attract the international jet- 
set once again. 

The casino, which over- 
looks the picturesque Bay 
of Jounieh north of Beirut, 
reopens after 15 months of 
restoration work and a $50 
million facelift that has 
wiped away the damage 
caused by the war. 

A huge new tinted glass 
facade, which replaces the 
old one shattered during the 
1975-90 war by fighting 
between sectarian militias, 
reflects the rays of the sun 
over the Bay of Jounieh. 

“This is pan of the phoe- 
nix rising from the flames." 
said Nicholas Crabtree, the 
casino’s British vice presi- 
dent of gamins, in the lav- 


ishly refurbished main gam- 
ing hall where the dice 
rolled again on Dec. 4. 

Officials hope the reborn 
casino will reclaim its pre- 
war renown as the Middle 
East's main gambling and 
entertainment centre. 

The 60 gaming tables 
offer everything from black 
jack, roulette and stud poker 
to punto banka. The 318 
slot machines were import- 
ed from Las Vegas. 

Mr. Crabtree, of London 
Club Internationa] which 
will manage gaming, ex- 
pects the casino to match, if 
not top its pre-war glory 
when jet-seners like inter- 
national actors Yui Biynner 
and Romy Schneider visit- 
ed. 

“I fully expect those peo- 
ple from all over the world 
to want ro come to visit this 
casino." Mr. Crabtree said. 

"I have been in this indus- 
try 26 years and this has 
always been one of the tw'o 
names that have always 
been famous: Monte Carlo 


and Casino Du Liban. Now 
you have the - opportunity 
for the resurrection of this 
casino” he said. 

A string of Western, Arab 
and Lebanese personalities 
were among V IPs who 
enjoyed the casino’s world 
famous floor shows like La 
Parisicnne. Hello and Mais 
Oui. 

Habib Letayef, president 
of Compagnie Du Casino 
du Liban which runs rhe 
casino, said the Salle Des 
Ambassadeurs, which will 
reopen in late 1997, will 
feature floor .shows even 
better than yestcrye:ir\s. 

“In Las Vegas they used to 
wish for similar shows." 
Mr. Letayef said of the Ca- 
sino du Liban’s pre-war ex- 
travaganzas that were direc- 
ted by Charley Henchis. 

'The Sputnik Show was 
launched here: Satellites 

coming down from the top 
of the hall, chandeliers full 
of beautiful women coming 
down, a train on a railroad 
track, elephants, waterfalls. 


and also dolphins coming 
out of two big pools.” Mr. 
Letayef said. 

"There was a show where 
a woman danced inside a 
giant hubble bubble... There 
was room for 10 to ! 2 hors- 
es to run in (he hall. It’s like 
you were watching a movie, 
it was a fantastic show." 

Inaugurated on Jan. 1. 
1958. the casino featured 
stars like Charles Aznavour. 
Johnny Halliday and Duli- 
da. The Miss Europe pa- 
geant was held here from 
i960- 1 965. 

Mr. Letayef said the new 
shows would include danc- 
ing girls, but the circus 
theme would be replaced by 
international magic shows, 
and three-dimensional 
image and laser shows, to 
keep up with changes in the 
entertainment industry. 

The casino will also offer 
five restaurants with inter- 
national and Mediterranean 
cuisine. A 1 ,200-seat theatre 
and two more restaurants 
will open next year and a 


five-star 150-room hotel is 
to be built beside it by the 
year 2000. 

To lure back high rollers 
like the petro-dollar sheikhs 
of the 1960s and 1970s and 
the Japanese, the casino 
offers three “super special 
rooms” for the "very special 
gambler.” 

"These are special rooms 
for people who have a lot of 
money. Gamblers can play 
here with their friends in 
private, and need to buy 
chips worth $100,000. The 
minimum bet is $1,000 or 
more,” Mr. Letayeh said of 
the three mahogany-lined 
rooms. 

Lebanese gamblers need 
to declare that they have a 
monthly income equivalent 
to $2,000 ro roll the dice. 
Mr. Letayef said. 

“The casino has not been 
built for poor people,” he 
said, adding that the Minis- 
try of Finance will check the 
declarations of income. 



Lebanese President Elias Hrawi (3rd from Left) with his wife Mona (2nd from left) 
and Foreign Minister Fares Bouez (right) attend the official opening of the famed 
Casino du Liban. The casino went though a $50 million facelift to restore it to its for- 
mer glory as the Middle East's most famous gambling and entertainment centre 
before civil war broke out in 1975 and forced the casino to close (Reuter photo) 


British theatres fear they face final curtain 


By Paul Majendie 
Reuter 

LONDON — Britain's world-class theatres face the final 
curtain unless the government saves them from a potential- 
ly disastrous cash crisis. 

'That is the stark message delivered by leading lights of rhe 
stage from National Theatre Director Richard Eyre to actor 
Bob Hoskins. 

An independent commission probing the future of the 
British stage said state-subsidised theatres are the backbone 
of the£l billion fSI.7 billion) arts industry. 

Rejecting accusations that they represent elitists pander- 
ing to London’s "chattering classes." the commission said 
theatres nationwide attract an annual audience of 23 million 
compared to 21.8 million who go to soccer matches. 

“Great institutions do not suddenly die, they decay and. 
however vibrant our theatre may still seem, that decay is 
beginning la show,” warned the commission chairman, for- 
mer newspaper editor Stewart Steven. 

Theatres with multi-million deficits 

The commission, sponsored by the British Actors' Union 


Equity, said 33 theatres around the country now had an 
accumulated deficit of £8 million ($13.34 million 1 ., 

It urged the government to write off the debt and boost the 
£51.4 million ($85.74 million) that it gives every year in 
theatre subsidies. 

But times are tough in an era of government belt-tighten- 
ing and a spokesman for the National Heritage Depanmem 
which allots arts funding said: "We robustly defend our 
record. 

"We are not going to apologise for the level of funding. 
The arts are extremely well placed at the moment and we 
recognise what an international success story they are.” 

Impresario Cameron Mackintosh and composer Andrew 
Lloyd Webber have conquered the world with a string of 
acclaimed hit musicals like Les Miserables and Cats. 
Mackintosh argues that subsidised theatres are a crucible for 
the magical talents of tomorrow. 

"The international blockbuster musicals that attract mil- 
lions of people and therefore earn millions in tax revenue 
have nearly all been created by directors and designers 
whose main professional experience has been in the sub- 
sidised theatre.” he said. 

Actors are equally swift to acknowledge that debt. 


Hoskins backs regional theatre - 

Bob Hoskins, who has now risen to Hollywood stardom, 
said: “For people like me who didn’t go to drama school, 
regional theatre is the only way to learn the business. These 
places promote the brilliant talent this country produces.” 

David Suchet, who won international fame as detective 
Hereule Poirot, said: “Without subsidised theatre. I would 
have no career at all." 

The launch of Britain’s National Lottery’ two years ago 
was heralded with joy in the arts community which hoped 
for a huge new source of funding. 

Bui theatres have found themselves in the invidious posi- 
tion of being granted funds for much needed building refur- 
bishment but not having enough money to mount produc- 
tions. 

Britain’s most prolific playwright. Alan Ayckbourn, com- 
plained: “Until somebody does something about this ludi- 
crous lottery situation, we are going to finish up with beau- 
tiful buildings and nothing going on in them." 

State funding ‘confused, incoherent’ 

The National Heritage Department has conceded that 


point by allowing grants in future for productions. But the 
spokesman stressed: "We are not simply going to write off 
debts but ensure that arts organisations put their houses in 
order as pan of the grant.” 

But the independent commission maintained that state 
funding for the theatre, one of the biggest tourist attractions 
in London today, was confused, incoherent and unstable. 

It said the arts had been one of the prime victims of local 
government reorganisation. Theatres had to cut down on the 
number of plays they produced and cast sizes were also 
trimmed. It argued rhat wages were abysmally low and 
training woefully inadequate for nurturing the stars of 
tomorrow. National Theatre Director Eyre delivered an 
impassioned plea for theatre in an increasingly materialistic 
society where he said “the treasury always regarded giving 
taxpayers’ money to the arts as a soup- run for the self-indul- 
gent.” 

"The arts, above all, help us to make sense of the world, 
they help us to fit the disparate pieces together,” he said. 

"Art is all the things that politics isn’t: It’s passionate, 
ambiguous, complex, mysterious and thrilling: It is our 
means of redemption, it's the image of our humanity.” 
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Only days before Christmas, the 
Oscar contender movie rush begins 


By Karen Lowe 

Agcnce France Presse 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) 
— It is Christmas time 
and that means an 
avalanche of new 
movies — some crass 
cash grabbers and oth- 
ers that are slipping in 
under the wire to be a 
1996 Oscar contender. 

More than two dozen 
films are being released 
in theatres in the final 
three weeks of the year 
to tap holiday spenders 
while others seek the 
added boon that comes 
with the Oscar for best 
actor, movie, etc. 

“It has become a cus- 
tom,” said John Krier, 
of Exhibitor Relations, 
which keeps tabs on the 
box-office take. “They 
rush these films out at 
the end of the year be- 
cause they don’t want 
the academy to forget 
about them.” 

The Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and 
Sciences hands out its 
Oscar golden statuette 
awards in March for 
the best movies of 1996 
and studios want their 
pictures fresh in the 
members’ minds when 
they vote. 

To be on the safe side. 


studios have spent tens 
Of millions of dollars 
for full-page newspa- 
per advertisements and 
television trailers. 

Trade magazines are 
robust with self-con- 
gratulatory movie 
showcase ads. 

The box-office bounty 
that comes during that 
10-day holiday period 
when* individuals and 
„ families are looking for 
entertainment make 
the end of year movie 
Blitzkrieg almost irre- 
sistible. 

The five weeks bet- 
ween thanksgiving and 
new year's account for 
15 per cent of ticket 
sales. 

Last year, the two 
week period beginning 
Dec. 22 through the end 
of the vear was more 
than $380 million, a 
box-office record and 
one that will be broken 
this year, Krier said. 

But even the much- 
coveted Oscar is not 
just a matter of recog- 
nising excellence. An 
Oscar' award can, in 
some cases, increase 
box-office earn ings ^ by 
20 per cent said Krier. 

Philip GarOnckle of 
Entertainment Data 
Inc. said that this is also 


the time of year when 
film critics put together 
their ‘top ten’ list of 
movies and that can 
greatly influence box- 
office income. 

“That sets a lot of 
publicity, Garfincklc 
said. “If becomes a self- 
perpetuating publicity 
situation.” 

He added that this is 
also the time when stu- 
dios take a good hard 
look at the competition 
and decide whether 
they think their movie 
stands a chance of beat- 
ing out their rivals for 
the Oscars. 

“They may not be 
ready for a national 
release in a thousand 
theatres or more, but 
they can show the 
movie in a few theatres 
in New York and Los 
Angeles to make the 
deadline for the Os- 
cars,” he said. 

But there are inherent 
risks in rushing in. 
With so much competi- 
tion, a movie that fails 
to outshine its rivals 
can lose big time while 
even the winners have 
to split the spoils 
among themselves. 

Movies like Mars 
Attacks, Jingle All The 
Wav, and Beavis And 


Butthead Do America 
allow you to park your 
brain under your seat 
and ask for nothing but 
your money, leaving 
Oscar competition for 
the grownups. 

Last minute Oscar 
hopefuls include the 
highly praised Evita in 
which Madonna deliv- 
ers a poweful perfor- 
mance in the movie 
version of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s musi- 
cal. 

Jerry Maguire, with 
Tom Cruise as a sports 
agent who takes the 
moral high ground, has 
also scored w'eli with 
critics and at the box- 
office. pulling in more 
than $17 million in its 
first weekend. 

Shine has gotten rave 
reviews for Australian 
director Scott Hick’s 
movie about classical 

E ianist David Helfgott’s 
uttle with depression. 
The crucible, Arthur 
Miller's classic play 
about good and evil in 
early New England, 
starring Winona Ryder 
and Daniel Day-Lewis, 
was a difficult adapta- 
tion but the New York 
Times said it “tran- 
scended time and 
place.” 


A solid movie but a 
marketing challenge is 
The People Vs. Larry 
Flynt starring Woody 
Harrelson as pornogra- 
pher Flynt champi- 
oning freedom of 
speech rights with ro- 
cker Courtney Love 
playing his wife. 

Critics are also wait- 
ing for the release of 
Jane Campion's The 
Portrait Of A Lady, 
from the novel by Hen- 
ry James, starring Ni- 
cole Kidman. 

They will go up 
against earlier releases 
. that received critical 
acclaim like Fargo, Bri- 
tain's family drama 
Secrets And Lies, and 
Breaking The Waves, 
which won awards at 
the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival. 

As for a probable 
winner, there is no con- 
sensus. 

‘The quality of films 
out there is higher than 
it has been for awhile,” 
Krier said. Tt will be 
competitive.” 


Burberry s gains another Queen’s Award 


BURBERRYS OF Lon- 
don, renowned world- 
wide for its classic, tra- 
ditional clothing of the 
highest quality, nas won 
its sixth Queen’s Award 
for export — an achieve- 
ment unequalled by any 
other U.K. clothing 
company. 

Combining excellent 
craftsmanship with modem 
design, Burberry* repre- 
sents the best of British 
style, exemplified by this 
outfit (including the light- 
weight raincoat), from its 
spring and summer collec- 
tion. 

The "Burberry" train- 
coat) is a name that appears 
in the Oxford English 
Dictionary.Altiiough it has 

become a generic word for 
a good quality raincoat, 
rainwear represents only 
10 per cent of the compa- 
ny’s sales. As well as a 
complete collection of clo- 
thing for men, women and 
children — including ran- 
ges of accessories, knit- 
wear. sportswear and 
scarves — Burberrys mar- 
kets many other products, 
from fragrances to whisky. 

Burberry’s was founded 
in IS56 and is recognised 
internationally as the quin- 
tessential British brand. 
Overseas sales represent 75 
per cent of the company's 
sales with particularly 
strong performances in 
accessories, knitwear and 
the Thomas Burberry Col- 
lection — a modem collec- 
tion that captures the mood 
of the moment. 



The collection, named 
after the founder, is aimed 
at young men and women 
who expect well-made, 
informal clothes Lhnt 
reflect good taste. The divi- 
sion increased exports by 
over £30 million in the last 


three years and sold to 46 
countries. It has stores in 
major cities, including 
New York. Chicago, San 
Francisco, Honolulu, Paris. 
Geneva, Zurich and Dus- 
seldorf — London Press 
Service. 
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D Health & Medicine 


Jordan Times, Thursday, December 26, 1996 


Hair loss 


By Nadia Makhlis 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three thousand years ago. balding Egyptians 
smeared their heads with serpent fat and exotic potions 
from hedgehog hairs and Fingernail scalping in an attempt 
to regrow their hair. 

Hair-loss remedies have improved significantly since 
then, according to dermatologists at the University of 
North Carolina School of Medicine. “It is normal to shed 
up 100 hairs a day. 300 when you shampoo.” they 
affirmed. 

Many hair loss problems are temporary and will disap- 
pear with proper medical treatment. 

Temporary hair loss is. a common disease that can hap- 
pen for different reasons. 

Psychological factors are responsible for a high percent- 
age of hair loss. Midhat Abdul Malik, consultant 
Dermatologist in Amman told the Jordan Tunes. 

Stress is Fhe most common cause of temporary hair loss, 
according to Laurie Pol is M.D., director of the Soho Skin 
and Laser Centre in Manhattan. She said that chronic ten- 
sion and anxiety causes the loss of up to 30 per cent of the 
patients hair. Within six months new anagen-phase hairs 
push out the prematurely resting strands, and the loss 
becomes visible. 

Normally, about 90 per-cent of your hair is in the growth 
(anangen) phase, which may last 4-5 years. 

Anangenic hair then passes through a transition (cata- 
gen) phase and into a resting (telogen) phase, which lasts 
only a few months before the hair is shed. Dr. Polis said. 

Causes of stress are both physical and emotional, and 
since thinning becomes noticeable a few months after the 
stress occurs, a person may not associate the two. 
However once the stress is gone, hair typically reverts to 
its normal cycle. 90 per cent of it in the growth stage. Dr. 
Polis stated. 

Malnutrition is another cause of hair loss. Alopecia is 
usually unrelated to vitamin deficiencies or poor nutrition. 
When the condition occurs in a dieting person, it is a sign 
that the body's system has shut down, says Collen Pierre, 
a registered dietician and spokesperson for the American 
association. ‘The two most important things you can do to 
ensure you keep a healthy head of hair are eating well-bal- 
anced diet and taking in adequate calories” she affirmed. 

Dermatologists in the University of North Carolina say 
that shedding that occurs several months after childbirth is 
a result of sharp drop in the mother's oestrogen level 
which happens during menopause and after cutting birth 
control pills as well. 

Chemotherapy can cause the loss of up to 90 per cent of 
a person's hair. Dr. Malik said , but the good news is that 
it will grow back after chemotherapy is stopped. 

Less-dramatic, balding is often a side effect of certain 
medications like blood thinner*. anti-arthritis drugs, blood 
pressure medications, antibiotics and cholesterol-lowering 
agents. 

Dermatologists confirm that hair growth returns once the 
medication is discontinued. 

Dr. Polis said Alopecia is an auto-immune disorder in 
which a persons blood cells launch an attack on the hair 
cells, resulting in well-defined, bald patches, a condition 
usually resolved by medication. ‘ 

Alopecia, from the Latin word Alopex meaning the bald 
fox. comes in different ways. Dr. Malik said. Alopecia 
Areata, the loss of hair in one spot. Alopecia Totalis, the 
loss of hair all over the head and Alopecia Universalise. 
the loss of hair on all the body. 

Dr. Malik said that patients suffering any kind of alope- 


cia can be given (under dermatologist supervision) jopical 
sensitisers. like Salicylic Acidin. with low concentrations 
to be applied twice a day. 

He said that all Alopecians regain hair growth in one 
year's time even without treatment because it is an auto- 
immune disease. 

Studies in the University of California showed that hair 
loss, in both men and women is hereditary. 

Although it is not possible to alter the body’s genetic 
code to prevent the condition, doctors at the University of 
■ California say there are effective ways to reverse or con- 
ceal the effects of hereditary hair loss. 

Tom Dispenza. director of hair colour at Clairol. 
Company said that “hair-colouring products are alkaline, 
which causes the hair shafts to swell, however condition- 
ing hair brings the PH of the hair back to normal but does 
not decrease the swelling,” this explains why stylists often 
.suggest to customers with thinning hair to hi ghli ght, henna 
or totally colouring their hair. 

Dr. Polis. believes hair-transplant surgery to be an excel- 
lent alternative. 

She reports excellent results in those who have elected to 
have hair transplanted from the back of the head (where it i 
is more resistant to loss) to the front, where thinning is 
more visible. 

‘They look great and no one would ever know the trans- 
planted hairs originated elsewhere, said Alan Alder, a hair- 
stylist in New York. • 

Dr. Malik said that although it was a solution to hair loss, 
but hair transplant is very costly therefore people refrain 
from having them done in Jordan. 

Many hair salons in Jordan are using extension and hair 
knitting. 

One salon owner in Amman, said that a lot of women 
come to the salon asking for extensions or hair knitting 
where natural hair strands are stitched with the existing 
hair on the scalp. Most common are the fringes, he said. 

All hair used are natural hair, gathered from hair salons 
and stitched together forming strands of hair. And these 
hairs can be dyed, styled, combed and can hold on up to 
six months. 

Dr. Polis gave a few tips for grooming thinning hair; 

Do not shampoo everyday, use conditioner on the ends 
of the hair only (conditioning the scalp make hair lie flat- 
ter). never brush wet hair instead use wide-toothed plastic 
comb, blow-dry for volume avoiding holding the dryer too 
close and never over-brush hair. 

Dermatologists at the University of North Carolina 
report that too-hot hair dryers can create tiny, gas-filled 
bubbles in hair shaft, which makes strands stick together, 
kink and even break about half an inch from the scalp. 

Researchers say that intense heat causes hair to undergo 
an “intermediate stage of combustion” in other words, to 
bum. 

The Gil Gamlieli Salon. N.Y.C. has published many 
home-made recipes to repair hair, according to them mash- 
ing two peaches in a blender with two teaspoons of lemon 
and two cups of peppermint tea and leaving it 30 min. On 
hair can cure greasy scalps. "\ ' : •'.* "".1 

To cure dry hair, simmering 1 cup each, milk, water and 
dried rose petals, ler cool and pour into blender with 2 ripe 
bananas. 2 teaspoons each honey and almond oil and leav- 
ing it 30 min on hair. 

Over processed hair needs pure olive oil to let sit one 
hour and then wash. Gil Gamlieli Saloon advises. 


Making sure the eye does not lie 


AUTOMATED recognition 
of people by the pattern of 
the iris in the eye offers 
major advantages over con- 
ventional identification 
techniques. 

The random and highly 
complex patterns in the 
structure of irises are even 
more individual than fin- 
gerprints and these features 
lend themselves more read- 
ily to rapid checking 
against a computer data- 
base. Iris recognition sys- 
tems require very little 
cooperation from the sub- 
ject and are virtually im- 
possible to deceive. 

John Daugman at Cam- 
bridge University has deve- 
loped computer algorithms 
that enable the unique fea- 
tures of an iris to be encod- 
ed in as little as 256 bytes, 
which already enables the 
identity of an individual to 
be ‘established, verified or 
denied by comparison with 
reference iris patterns, at a 
rate of 40,000 persons a 
second using ordinary com- 
puter equipment. Simple 
dedicated hardware can 
speed up this search to 1 60 
million people a second, 
believes Dr. Daugman. 

One of the first commer- 
cial applications of Dr. 
Daugman's technology is 
to identify users of ATMs 
(automatic teller or cash 
dispensing machines) 
through the use of a built-in 
“smart” camera now being 
developed by Sensar of the 
USA for Old, Japan's lar- 
gest manufacturer of 
ATMs. * 

1 Manufacturing and user 
licences are also being 
negotiated in 1 Germany. 
France and the U.K., where 
British Telecom and others 
are studying the concept. 

The complex mathemat- 
ics needed to encode and 
compress the large quantity 
of digital data contained in 
the image of an iris into a 
small data-storage volume 
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— while enabling the pre- 
sented image to be com- 
pared to a reference image 
with extremely low error 
rates (said to be many hun- 
dreds of times less than 
other biometric identifica- 
tion systems) — is at the 
heart of the technology. 

The picture shows Dr. 
Daugman studying an iris 
image on the lower moni- 
tor screen while the upper 
screen displays some of 


the mathematics involved 
in the image encoding 
process. 

The structure of an iris 
remains stable over de- 
cades. The system also 
detects the small variations 
such as constriction and 
dilation of the pupil, which 
are characteristic of a living 
eye, so that it cannot be 
deceived by, for instance, 
presenting a fake eye or 
photograph. 

In addition to ATMs, the 


wide variety of potential 
uses for the technology , 
includes control of access 
to buildings, secure areas 
and so on, and verification 
of personal documents. 
Licences are also currently 
being negotiated for car 
anti-theft devices, and for 
use of the iris pattern as an 
encryption key for securing 
telecommunications over 
non-secure channels — 
London Press Service. 


e w stroke treatment ‘ may 
save thousands of lives’ 
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USED CAR LOT 
By Arthur S. Verdesca 
ACROSS 


i Author oi "Lea 
Moorages" 

5 Mr* Coitehw 
10 MdBooin 
IS 1054 
19 Sme* — 

2Ci BN" dI coneOv 

21 NewEn^and 
college town 

22 Suportor 

23 HTba — Low" 

24 Heater 

X UitUrorShuM 

27 Tease 

28 Hamel rater 

29 Cass of song 

30 Bewfctered 

31 areaiorMiQ 
animar ISonecal 

33 Runs away 

34 uni from Ctvcoe 

35 Mercs, ftg 

DOWN 

1 Locks 

2 Major or Minor 

3 Hcco 

4 "Master MeJm" 

5 Composer of ~La 
Caret onto la" 

6 Wtiere Van Gogti 
slept 

7 Munich's twer 

a Absalom, u David 
9 Plant wrtP 
nt&*cnal roots 
10 Mon M -back 
u Qaaoo'5"Mi* — 
Goes to Parts" 

12 Tata-au wonts 

13 Type of BOA hotter 

14 Hebei's partner 

15 VergTe bathpiace 

16 Stiff 

17 Concerning 
IB —cava 

25 — Street iBnttsh 
jounatani) 


37 Zoducstgn 

38 Docapnaiod 

42 Cronyn 

43 Tiu* 

48 Sunbeam 

47 Fi* m the mmd 

49 Musical James 

50 HetTot 
"Odyssey" 

5T BiaabW: ear 

52 Vrgoda 

53 Piano surfaces 
55 Fresh-water 

fat»s 

57 “EnaughT al La 
Sola 

58 S»wv»ea on 
60 Train 

81 Robert GuAoorne 
Irt 

62 Gear 
68 Smdtesltffe 


28 Actress Market 
30 Tiebefc 

32 Sui io — 

33 Guitar ridges 

34 floe’s krst name. 
ei brief 

35 Mm* 

36 Cuban donee 

37 Thro Man’s teg 

38 Shooherteea of 
rhyme 

39 Son al 
Aphradha 

40 Keep an— the 
around 

41 Poet Thomas 

44 ■Nothing can — 

no" (Herbert] 

45 Hundred: prof 
48 Pedestal 

iradaeams 
SI "There Is — slip..." 
54 -up 
(aacefaraies) 


DIAGRAMLESS, 19x19 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 

1 Research broking 
4 Father 

6 Quid' swim 

8 "The Way We — " 

9 fco croampasiry 
shell 

10 Panale la 

n social 
tension 

12 BuKghi cnocra 

13 Cnmlnal burning 

14 Sicker 

17 Hawaiian dbh 

DOWN 

1 Loyal subjod 

2 Tapestry 

3 Foamy brew 

4 Hcgwash 

5 Group ol 
documents 

6 Division wed 

7 Hammer pan 
9 Chocdaio 

mhtiiiiae 

10 Blazon 


IB Fr loader. Jeon 
Paul 

19 "— Done Him 
Wrong" 

22 Greek loiter 

25 Houston player 

26 Trappod 

29 Conlederale 
aalteer. tor short 

30 Bundlp 

31 Unsecompaivod 

32 Swan or 
5l eager 


11 — And gown 
14 Soupcon 
is An deco 
IftBIralor 

18 Water bottle 

if) Family members 

19 SnPobroekor 

20 Robust 

21 SoH-cenforod 
person 

23 JM&cntenoe 


89 Joyce Carol— 

70 Rivet nymphs 

74 Soma computer 
pictures 

75 Rodrigo OuLtde 
Vhmr 

76 Hen wined 

78 Wrain 

79 Toted 

80 AuihorHarto 

8t Gainsay 

82 English county 

84 Yasmbi's 
dad 

85 Sedan 

89 — fwmo 

90 Woman mine 
New Testamero 

92 Beethoven's 
"Fur — " 

S3 Wiley Post and 
Amelia Eorharf 


55 Fooled 

56 Affected. superior 
manner) 

57 Happen lo 

59 Indudod wffi 

60 Bristle - pref. 

61 Hilbida. In 
Aberdeen 

63 WJeol Henry VIII 

64 M8W prof 
6S*Rot.bi. 

66 King of tyro 

67 FLoty 
66 Horn 

71 Dash 

72 Pul up 

73 Gcndora 

75 An deco name 

76 Hire 

77 firsl name Ol 630 
B0 B humor 

81 Car pain 
83 Personal 
Inlerosl 


34 Penan pia 
thdughi 

38 Tbneponod 

39 Stood 
component 

40 Up in arms 

44 Russian |et 

46 Commerce 

<7 Morepteasam 

48 Rood 991 

50 Lonmng 

51 From dancing 
sister 


24 — Snowman 

27 Join up 

28 Pay the costs 
33 Mock 

35 Track seebon 

36 Impo&e 

37 Sign Of Pm future 

41 Serves supoiOty 

42 CommuncoMn* 
prefer 

43 Baton 


95 Auberforosof 
B1A 

96 Stanza 

97 Ionian Island 

98 Soap plant 
100 "That — ouir 

102 Rrdge 

103 Stadun sound 

1 0 6 Rob or Chad 

107 Tire 

109 Indam nJer 

1 10 Dole's 
successor 

111 Rwet ai Lyons 

112 Relevant 

113 Seaweed product 

114 Tenraa great 

115 Author of "The 
Green Hat" 

116 Uterjlure 
NoOctW 

t 17 Sooal dud 


85 Sol i rattan 

86 Seiners 

87 Strong passion 

88 People to' 

whom Ihvgt 

are named 
91 Remove 
94 Amoy 

96 Justice Hartan 
Fijtie 

97 Prooi roarv. 

98 —breve 

99 Meadow sounds 

100 Cordeba's 
pmoni 

101 Conservationist's 

so. 

102 "The Vamp* 

104 Sftgmtyapen 

105 Adamant 

107 Lad's org 

108 Piano center ol 

(he Motherland* 

109 Tried tot atf<s 


53 Harbor 

54 Chubby 

56 "Gone Wan me 
Wind" alar 

57 Author Marx 
SB Lews 

60 Puny 

61 Observes 

62 False friend 

63 Thai gbl 

64 School on the 
Thames 

65 Fast plane 


45 TuAny 

49 England's 

neignbor 

53 Okay 

54 "Cdcen Kane" 
sur 

55 OBdoaPi 

58 Author Tomes 

57 Engteh pool. John 

58 Jargon 

80 Gifts tor Dad 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 





Last Week's Cryptogram* 

1. Shoe salesman sold pair of good loafers Lo poor girl that he 
dated many years ago. 

2. Young girl on television variety show yawns, and forty 
thousand viewers follow suit. 

3. I long for those beat of all milk shake* our neighborhood 
drugstore used to make. 

4. Lad was appalled when his beat pal pelted some women 
with snowballs. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. DKCRIK nCQUQCRQT JQCTD YD: JUZT 5 AY 

HA B AC K U XA D2ZM SAYC BACXYTZ, RK'D 
TAK JUA SAY- M T A J KUQK IAYTKD, BK'D 
JUAL. — By Barham J. Run 

2. PARABOLAS PARALVOR STEA ITPAS VL 
XGAR GVM ETRSTIVAB BTXAS ORS MORE. 
-£AL OITRE IVLLIA STEVA." — By puane R. MrGogy 

a. GROW HO SUM THAMBOBA GRW ABCDE ENB 
BADEN ENRE NFL ADERCRTR KL SOUW ft 
EDCBA. — Ed HudrUcien 

4.ROADKILL BRAREOREO SES CIBUNIL O 
CADM hut G R I W o CAT ROGH SABHL RAN 
BS OWN FRAIL UPP. — ByK-CDoyto 


By Paul Recer 

The tesociaied Press 

WASHINGTON — Sud- 
denly, a side of your body 
goes limp. Or maybe sight 
dims in one eye. Perhaps 
you can't speak or under- 
stand speech. Maybe there’s 
a severe headache or an 
unexplained dizziness. 

If any of these happen, 
medical experts say, you’ve 
got three hours to get help. 
Without quick action, a few 
million brain cells may turn 
to mush and you could suf- 
fer the effects for a lifetime. 
You could even die — many 
thousands do every year. 

The disorder is commonly 
called stroke. Until now. 
doctors waited for the 
stroke to run its course, then 
worked on rehabilitation. 

But a new philosophy of 
care — and development of 
a new drug to treat the prob- 
lem — says “brain attacks” 
should be bandied as a sud- 
den emergency with all the 
urgency and concern of a 
heart attack. 

Dr. K. Michael A. Welch 
of the Henry Ford Hospital 
and Health Sciences Centre 
in Detroit said the European 
medical community already 
is developing stroke teams 
at hospitals. Doctors aim to 
lower stroke deaths to less 
than 20 per cent of victims 
and guarantee no impair- 
ment for 75 per # cent of 
stroke survivors. 

In the United States, more 
than 400 medical profes- 
sionals. led by the National 
Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke 
(NINDS), are drawing up 
new treatment guidelines 
that will reduce death and 
crippling caused by stroke, 
now the third leading cause 
of death in the United 
States. * 

“There is a sense that we 
are on the edge of a revolu- 
tion in the treatment of 
stroke,” said Dr. Zack W. 
Hall, director of the 
NINDS, which is one of the 
national institutes of health. 

Strokes occur when blood 
flow to the brain is blocked 
or reduced. Brain cells are 
shocked, stunned, starved 
and eventually killed. What- 


ever function those cells 
controlled — such as 
speech or walking — is 
gone. 

About a third of stroke 
patients die within a short 
rime. Many of the rest suffer 
permanent damage — par- 
tial paralysis, loss of speech 
or sight, crippling, even che 
ability to swallow. 

Eighty per cent of strokes 
are ischemic attacks — 
when an artery to the brain 
narrows or is clogged, im- 
peding blood flow to the 
brain. Less common hemor- 
rhagic strokes occur when a 
vessel bursts and there is 
bleeding into the brain or 
into the space around the 
brain. 

In the past, stroke was 
treated with a “wait and 
see” attitude. There was lit- 
tle that could be done, so lit- 
tle- was done. 

“There was no sense of 
urgency about stroke, be- 
cause there was little treat- 
ment available.” said Dr. 
Rodman D. Starke,, senior 
vice-president for science 
and medicine of the Ameri- 
can Heart Association. 

• Stroke patients were put 
to bed and their symptoms 
were treated while physi- 
, cians mainly waited for the 
brain storm to end so reha- 
bilitation could begin. 

But all that will change 
because of a new clot-bust- 
ing drug called TPA, app- 
roved in the United States 
last June. 

Studies last year showed 
TPA will clear vessels and 
quickly restore blood flow 
to the brain — meaning 
ischemic stroke victims can 
avoid permanent injury. 

But the drug must be 
administered within three 
hours. After that, brain cells 
affected by a stroke have 
died and softened, and TPA 
can make a stroke worse. 
The drug cannot be used on 
hemotThagic strokes, be- 
cause it aggravates the brain 
bleeding, so.patients need a 
'quick CT scan, an imagine 
system that lets doctors 
know what kind of stroke it 
is before TPA is adminis- 
tered. 

Suddenly a disorder treat- 
ed for decades with “wait 


and see” now requires “hur- 
ry, hurry, hurry.” Much of 
the nation's emergency me- 
dical personnel will need 
new training, and new hos- 
pital stroke teams have to be 
organised. 

“It is a matter of a whole 
new' attitude.” said Dr. 
Starke. 

In addition, people from 
the patient to emergency 
workers to hospital person- 


nel must be educated to 
recognise the signs of stroke 
and react quickly. 

“There has to be a chain of 
recovery for this to work," 
said Dr. Paul E. Pepe, direc- 
tor of emergency services at 
the Allegheny General Hos- 
pital in Pittsburgh. “Every 
link has to be in place. If 
one link fails, recovery is 
compromised.” 
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Christmas celebrations — legends and traditions 


By Hanna Shomali 

The following anicle tack- 
les different opinions and 
beliefs of ancient and mod- 
em generations regarding 
some Christmas customs 
and celebrations: 

Midnight mass 

Mass is said ai midnight, 
because it is generally 
believed that Christ was 
born at that hour. There is, 
of course, no historical 
evidence to uphold this 
pious belief which has its 
source in the Book of Wis- 
dom, Chapter 18 verses 14 
and IS which run as fol- 
lows: 

“For while all things 
were in quiet silence, and 
the night was in the midst 
of her course, thy almighty 
word leapt down from 
heaven from thy royal 
throne, as a fierce con- 
queror into the midst of the 
land of destruction." 

Medieval theologians 
applied this, as a propheti- 
cal reference, to the ■‘incar- 
nation". Midnight has 
never been assigned as the 
official time for the first 
mass. It is merely pre- 
scribed that it should be 
said “in nocte". i.e., during 
the night Hence, in many 
places, the first mass is 
celebrated before dawn, at 
four or five in the morning. 

During the early cen- 
turies, die Roman regula- 


tions prescribed that the 
first mass should be cele- 
brated “ad galli cantum" 
i.e., when the cock crows, 
which was at about three 
o’clock. 

Among the French, it is 
an old custom to hold a 
joyful family gathering 
and a traditional meal 
directly after midnight 
mass. In Spain, people 
walk in the street after 
midnight mass with torch- 
es. tambourines and gui- 
tars, singing and greeting 
each other. 

In some sections of Eng- 
land. Ireland and Scotland, 
a quaint and unusually 
interesting custom was 
practised in medieval 
times. One hour before 
midnight the big bell of the 
church would begin to toll 
its slow, solemn message 
of mourning, and it would 
thus continue for the 
whole hour, as if tolling for 
a funeral. But at midnight, 
just as the clock would 
strike twelve, all the bells 
would suddenly ring out in 
a merry peal of Christmas 
joy. This tolling from 
eleven to twelve was 
called “the devil’s funeral" 
for, according to the old 
legend, the devil died 
when Christ was bom. 

The first live broadcast 
of midnight mass, through- 
out the world, via satellite, 
was on Christmas Eve 
1973, from the Church of 
Nativity, to enable all the 


Christians living abroad to 
commemorate the great 
event, the happy birth of 
the “Prince of Peace”. 

Christmas candles 

A very old custom is the 
bunting of candles every 
night during Advent for a 
few minutes, while mem- 
bers of the family say a 
common prayer in prepa- 
rations for Christmas. 

All other lights are extin- 
guished and only the 
flames of the candles 
spread their peaceful glow 
to remind the faithful that 
they are to prepare them- 
selves for the Advent of 
Christ, the light of the 
world. The candles, four in 
number, are attached to a 
wreath of laurel or spruce, 
one candle each week of 
Advent. On Christmas 
Eve, a large candle is 
placed in the centre of the 
wreath, . symbolising 
Christ, the Lord. 

This is the “Christmas 
Candle." The Advent 
wreath was widely used in 
churches and houses dur- 
ing the past century, and is 
still used in Germany and 
Austria. 

Christmas tree 

U may seem an unusual 
practice to bless the 
Christmas tree, but it is 
one worth thinking about. 
It would be an excellent 


opportunity to remind the 
faithful of the part played 
by u tree in the sins of our 
first parents, and the 
sacred wood of the “tree" 
on which Jesus Christ, 
whose birthday we cele- 
brate, wrought our 
redemption. 

There are different opin- 
ions which the historians 
hold regarding the Christ- 
mas tree. 

The Christmas tree is 
completely Christian in 
origin, and historians have 
never been able to connect 
it in any way with ancient 
Germanic Asiatic mythol- 
ogy. The origin of the 
Christmas tree goes back 
lo the medieval German 
mystery plays. One of the 
most popular of these was 
the “Paradise Play," repre- 
senting the creation of 
man. die sin of Adam and 
Eve and their expulsion 
from paradise. 

The “Paradise Play" was 
usually dosed with the 
consoling promise of the 
coming Saviour and a ref- 
erence to "His incarna- 
tion." This made the “Par- 
adise Play" a favourite 
pageant for Advent, and its 
closing scenes used to lead 
directly to the story of 
BetHfehem. 

After the suppression of 
mystery plays, the “Par- 
adise Tree" found its way 
into the homes of the faith- 
ful. In the fifteenth centu- 
ry, the custom developed 


of decorating the tree, 
already bearing apples, 
with small wafers repre- 
senting the Eucharist. 
Thus. Tn symbols, the three 
which had borne the fruit 
of sin now bore (he saving 
fruit of the Eucharist. 
These wafers were later 
replaced by little pieces of 
pastry cut in the shape of 
stars, angels, hearts, flow- 
ers and bells. 

It is generally believed 
that the first Christmas tree 
was of German origin, dat- 
ing from Boniface, English 
missionary to Germany in 
the 8th century, who 
replaced the sacrifices to 
Odin’s sacred oak by a fir 
tree adorned in tribute to 
the Christ child. 

It is known that the Ger- 
man Prince Albert, soon 
after his marriage to 
Queen Victoria, introduced 
the tree into England and 
that German immigrants 
brought the custom to the 
United States. 

The Christmas tree 
nowadays, in many homes, 
with its gaily coloured 
lights and sparkling deco- 
rations, with its branches 
illuminated with coloured 
candles and hung with 
ornaments and all kinds of 
sifts, is the subject of our 
children's admiration at 
Christmas. It is good to 
renew old tradition of car- 
ols sung to family music 
and of the family rosary 
said round the tree on 


Christmas night, before 
drawing lots. 

Father Christmas 

legend — Santa Claus 

At Christmas, one gener- 
ally thinks of a happy and 
popular custom that is that 
hanging of stockings on 
Christmas Eve. It may be 
hard to realise how simple 
it ail began long ago. In the 
days when a fireplace was 
a houses's only source of 
heat, stockings, as well as 
other clothes, were often 
hung before the fire at 
night to warm and dry with 
the heat of the dying 
embers. 

Shoes, too. were placed 
there, and in some coun- 
tries the children find their 
gifts in shoes instead of 
stockings. 

If the spirit of Saint 
Nicholas comes down the 
chimney, then the first 
thing he would bump into 
would be shoes and stock- 
ings! The first Saint 
Nicholas was a real person 
who was a bishop in Asia 
Minor in the fourth centu- 
ry; he is probably the 
source of our “Santa 
Claus" who fills children’s 
stockings with gifts. 

The timsfohrmarion of 
Saint Nicholas into 
“Father Christmas" 

occurred first in Germany, 
then in France, his feast 
day being celebrated on 
Christmas or New Year’s 


day. Dutch Proiesuinr set- 
tlers in the city of New 
York replaced Saint 
Nicholas by the benevo- 
lent magician who became 
known as Santa Claus, 
thus further contributing to 
spreading his folklore." In 
the United States and Eng- 
land. Saint Nicholas "is 
patron of Christmas, tradi- 
tionally regarded as a festi- 
val of the family and of 
children when presents arc 
exchanged. 

The story of Saint 
Nicholas is that the bishop 
wished to give the three 
daughters of a poor noble- 
man enough money so that 
they mighi marry; but he 
wished to do this in secret. 
On three successive nights, 
he threw into the noble- 
man's house a little baa of 
gold, one for each daugh- 
ter. 

The legend says that he 
threw the bags down the 
chimney and one of them 
fell into the stocking that 
w as hung there to dry. 

On the third night, it is 
said. Saint Nicholas was 
discovered as he w as mak- 
ing his generous gift; the 
nobleman had stayed 
awake to see who the 
benefactor of his daughters 
might be. From that time 
on. the story was told of 
Saint Nicholas' goodness 
of heart and he became the 
patron saint of children. 

And it is said that when 
we find an orange or a tan- 


gerine in the toe << i a 
Christinas stocking, it is a 
symbol of Saint Nicholas' 
little bugs of gold thrown 
down a chimney sixteen 
hundred years ago. 

Christmas 
greeting cards 

In the middle of the nine- 
teenth century. \\ hen 
postal rates became cheap- 
er. people started to send 
written greetings and good 
wishes to their relatives 
and friends, before the 
feast of Christmas. It is 
claimed that., the first 
Christmas greeting card 
u as engraved in 1 S42 by a 
lb-year-old London artist. 
William M. Eg lev. but that 
it failed to arouse interest 
among his friends. 

A few years later, special 
curds were privately prim- 
ed in Britain by a few indi- 
viduals who designed 
them for their personal 
use. 

It was many years bet ore 
the manufacture and sale 
of cards was commer- 
cialised. By Itttifl. they 
were on the market and 
became quite common by 
about IS68. 

The writer, a BA in 
philosopy twin the Lain 
Patriarchy Seminary in 
Jerusalem, is a retired 
teacher. He contributed 
this article in rhe Joniu;; 
Times. 


Parliament begins review of 1997 draft budget 


(Continued from page 1) 
workforce. The committee 
calls on the government to 
improve the salaries of its 
employees proportionately 
with the increase in prices. 

6) Despite the fact that 
unemployment rates dropped 
from 15 per cent to 13 per cent 
in 1996 due to the opening of 
foreign labour" markets for 
Jordanians, the committee 
feds that poverty and unem- 
ployment cannot be 
addressed without economic 
development projects. The 
committee calls on the min- 
istries of labour and social 
development to: . 

A. Enforce the labour law 
giving priority in employ- 
ment to Jordanians. 

B. Expand the vocational 
training services. 

C. Increase the activities 
of the National Aid Fund 
and the Employment and 
Development Fund. 

D. Set up the projected 
social secuirty net. 

7) The committee noticed 
that funds allocated for sub- 
sidising basic commodities 
amount to JD72 million for 
1997, down from JDI02 mil- 
lion in 1996. It calls on the 
government to increase sub- 
sidies and to ensure that 
they reach the poor only. 

8) The committee appreci- 
ates the government’s 
endeavours to stabilise the 
rate of exchange of the Jor- 
danian currency and increase 
the country’s foreign 
reserves. 

9) The committee has 
noticed a retreat in the 
amounts of foreign grants to 
Jordan which were estimated 
at JD169 million for 1997 
down from JD19I-3 million in 
1996. The committee urges 
the government to seek addi- 
tional foreign assistance. 

10) The public expenditure 
for 1997 is estimated at 
JD1.916 million, registering 
49 per cent increase over 
the 1996 figures. Current 
spending for 1997 is estimat- 
ed at 6.6 per cent exceeding 
the four per cent rate as con- 
tained in the prime minis- 
ter's direedves to the Min- 
istry of Finance. The capital 
spending for 1997 grew by 
22.2 per cent over the 1996 
figures. 

11.) The committee noticed 
that without the grants and 
other assistance the deficit 
in tbe 1997 budget is JD225 
million and if debt servicing 
is included the real deficit 
will rise to JD483.5 million. 
The committee calls on the 
government to take the 
appropriate measures to 
increase its local revenues 
and rationalise public spend- 
ing. 

The committee recom- 
mended the following; 

(The Ministry of Finance) 
a) A reduction of the cus- 
toms duty and taxes on 


means of public transport 
and the trucks and farm 
equipment. 

b'l Improvement of the liv- 
ing conditions of pensioners. 

c) Submission of the bud- 
gets of the semi-independent 
public institutions to Parlia- 
ment for examination. 

( The Central Bank) 

• The committee appreciates 
tbe bank’s endeavours to 
ensure stability to the Jordan- 
ian currency and proposes 
that the Central Bank tighten 
control on the Financial insti- 
tutions and banks with a 
view to saving the country 
any financial or monetary 
imbalances. 

t'The Ministry of Planning) 

The committee urges the 
ministry- to steer funding to 
income-generating projects 
and so help the country 
become self sufficient. The 
committee also calls on the 
ministry to turn down any 
grants if given to Jordan on 
conditions that does not 
respect the Kingdom's 
national interests. 

(The Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing) 

The committee noticed that 
the funds allocated for the 
ministry's projects are very 
little and calls on the govern- 
ment to earmark larger funds 
which should be used in the 
maintenance and building of 
roads. The committee also 
demands that the Council of 
Ministers endorse recom- 
mendations passed by a sem- 
inar on promoting the con- 
tracting sector's services, 
that the Central Bank spon- 
sor the “exportation" of con- 
tracting services by provid- 
ing credit facilities and 
guarantees. 

(The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture.) 

The committee calls for the 
restructuring of the ministry 
with a view to increasing its 
role in boosting production 
and marketing of products, 
the restructuring of the agri- 
cultural sector, adopting a 
long term agrcuiiural policy 
to organise producion and 
marketing, exempting agri- 
cultural inputs from taxes 
and addressing farmers’ dif- 
ficulties in paying back their 
debts. * 

(The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation > 

The committee calls for the 
modem isation of water 
□etowrks, prevent unautho- 
rised and excessive con- 
sumption of underground 
water resources, restructur- 
ing the Water Authority and 
the Jordan Volley Authority 
to promote their services, 
building more dams and 
Finalise studies on the Red 
Sea-Dead Sea canal. 

{The Ministry- of Industry 
and Trade) 

The committee calls on the 
ministry to speed up the 
upgrading of current regula- 


tions on encouraging and 
promoting investments, 
organising the Amman 
International Fair to promote 
sales of Jordanian products, 
tighten control on sharehold- 
ing companies to protect the 
interests of shareholders and 
investors and create more 
free trade zones. ' 

(The Ministry of Health) 
The committee calls for the 
expansion of the health 
insurance scheme to cover all 
beneficiaries of the Social 
Security Corporation, 
increasing the number of 
health centres, controlling 
the dispensing of medicines 
in government pharmacies. 

(The Ministries of Educa- 
tion and Higher Education) 
The commilee calls on the 
government to amend the 
universities law with a view 
to directing education to the 
local community’s needs, 
reexamine the student admis- 
sion system in stale 
universities, increase the 
scholarships to needy stu- 
dents, coordinate between 
the two ministries in educa- 
tional affairs and offer incen- 
tives to teachers working in 
remote areas. 

(The Ministry of Adminis- 
trative Development) 

The committee calls on the 
ministry to work out a com- 
prehensive plan for qualify- 
ing serving employees, draw 
up a new system for employ- 
ment in government offices, 
cancel die present Civil Ser- 
vice Commission’s system 
of recruting employees to 
work for the government. 

(The Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities) 

The committee calls on the 
ministry to restructure its 
departments technically and 
administratively, tighten pro- 
tection measures concerning 
the one facts and improve 
.tourist facilities. 

(The Armed Forces) 

The committee considers 
the Armed Forces and the 
security services as the shield 
that protects the country's 
security and stability and it 
appreciates their sacrifices 
for the nation. The commit- 
tee recommends continued 
support for them. 

The committee recom- 
mended that the House 
endorse the draft budget 
after taking into considera- 
tion the committee's recom- 
mendations and requested 
that the government commit 
itself to its implementation. 

After hearing the commit- 
tee’s report, 36 deputies 
expressed their desire to 
address the House. Follow- 
ing are major excerpts from 
the speeches of deputies who 
spoke on Tuesday. 

Muflch Al Lawzi called on 
the government to curb the 
increasing cost of living at a 
lime when great hopes are 
pinned on imminent econom- 


ic recovery. 

Ibrahim Zeid Kiiani called 
for controlling public expen- 
diture and applying new leg- 
islation and regulations, giv- 
ing the private sector a major 
role in economic develop- 
ment. 

"1 appreciate the govern- 
ment's move to activate the 
role' of “the private ■ sector, 
which is a major pillar in the 
state policy." he said. He 
called for increasing alloca- 
tions for social services ben- 
eFiting the poor. 

Dr. Kiiani called on the 
government to enact new 
legislation and revise and 
update existing ones to 
encourage investment in the 
country. 

He criticised the television 
programme “Ahlan Huk- 
ouma,” saying that it is not 
in the interest of anybody to 
make fun of people and to 
mock at them. 

“I do not know for whose 
interest is it to waste public 
funds on such trifle and sar- 
castic programmes,” he said 
calling on the government 
not to privatise radio and TV, 
saying that they have been 
financed by taxpayers. 

Nader Abu Shaar said Lhe 
allocations for the social 
safety nets was not sufficient. 

"I wish the government 
could redirect more 
resources to intensive labour 
projects, which could help to 
ease the unemployment 
problem.” he said. Dr. Abu 
Shaar called for improving 
incomes and living condi- 
tions of civil servants, and 
stressed the need to link 
their salaries with the annual 
inflation rates. 

Dr. Abu Shaar said the 
Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) is equipped to provide 
health insurance for retired 
people, through implement- 
ing a comprehensive health 
insurance plan. 

Saleh Sha’watah called on 
the government to formulate 
and implement a comprehen- 
sive plan to address the prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ployment. “I call on the gov- 
ernment to do justice to the 
poor. The poor do not need 
the National Aid Fund, nor 
do they need to beg. They 
and their children need social 
security and equal opportuni- 
ties in jobs," he said. 

Mr. Shu'watah called on 
the government to improve 
relations with Iraq, which 
constitutes, "our strategic 
depth and is our Arab broth- 
er." 

Trad Al Qadi called on the 
government to enhance the 
audit, inspection and the 
anti-corruption apparata and 
to give them full authority. 
He also called on the govern- 
ment to control government 
spending and to pay special 
attention to the needs of the 
north badia region. 



Peruvian police stand guard behind police lines outside the Japanese ambassador's residence in Lima on 
Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


Lima embassy hostage crisis enters second week 


(Continued from page 1) 

announced on Tuesday that 
Japan would hire more 
security guards to protect 
its diplomatic offices over- 
seas from terrorist attack. 

Popular anger in Japan 
boiled over into immigrant 
bashing in Isezaki, an 
industrial town north of 
Tokyo, where shops and 
cars owned by Peruvians 
were stoned. 

The Peruvian community 
in and around Isezaki. made 
up largely of Peruvians of 
Japanese descent, is per- 
haps the largest in Japan. 


accounting for about 4,000 
of the 15.000 Peruvians in 
the country. 

“I’m really disappointed 
by the Japanese,” Peruvian- 
Japanese grocery store 
owner Pedro Nishimata 
told Reuters. “I thought the 
Japanese were more 
mature." 

In Peru, the government 
kept electricity and tele- 
phone services to the build- 
ing cut on Tuesday, 
although water service was 
expected to be resumed 
after released hostages said 
that lack of water in the res- 
idence was endangering the 


health and safety of those 
still inside. 

Red Cross officials also 
said they planned to set up a 
clinic inside the compound 
later on Tuesday to deal 
with medical problems 
among the hostages, w'hich 
include cases of eye infec- 
tion and diarrhoea. 

The rebels, led by Nestor 
Cerpa Carrolini. a textile 
worker turned revolution- 
ary, have demanded chut the 
government free their jailed 
MRTA comrades before 
ending the siege, but Mr. 
Fujimori has flatly refused. 

The rebels have booby- 


trapped the entrances of the 
building and carry back- 
packs full of explosives. 
Police say the guerrillas 
include four sharpshooters 
at strategic windows armed 
with telescopic nighc-siglu 
rifles. 

The Red Cross, which 
sent in Christmas cakes and 
other food to feed the cap- 
tives. said it planned to 
send them “something spe- 
cial" — perhaps a Christ- 
mas dinner — on Tuesday 
evening. 

It was not clear if the 
rebels would permit the 
gift, however. 


Hebron deal could be key to Syria talks — - Mubarak 


(Continued from page It 

The Egyptian president 
also said he was hopeful 
that "the current negotia- 
tions would Finally result in 
a solution and put the peace 
process back on track." 

Mr. Mubarak, in Monday 
night’s phone call, told Mr. 
Netanyahu of his “satisfac- 
tion over any progress 
made towards reaching an 
agreement acceptable to the 
two parties (the Israelis and 
the Palestinians) and likely 
to end the existing prob- 
lems," the government Al 


Akhbar newspaper also 
reported Tuesday. 

Mr. Mubarak's meeting 
with Mr. Mordechai was 
held in a hotel at the Red 
Sea resort of Hurghada and 
included a working lunch 
offered by Mr. Mubarak 
and attended by the Israeli 
delegation along with 
Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal Al Ganzuri. 

Mr. Mordechai landed in 
Hurghada aboard an air 
force plane for the one-day 
visit and was greeted by 
Egyptian Tourism Minister 
Mamduh AI Beltagui. 


The ralks included several 
Egyptian officials, includ- 
ing Defence Minister Hus- 
sein Taniawi. Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa and politi- 
cal adviser to the president. 
Osama Al Baz, along with 
Egypt's ambassador to 
Israel, Mohammad 

Basstouni. 

Before leaving Israel, Mr. 
Mordechai said his talks 
would focus on easing 
recent tensions in Israeli- 
Egyptian relations, stress- 
ing that Cairo “has a major 
role to play in promoting 
tite peace process," accord- 


ing to a ministry statement. 

It was Mr. Mordechui's 
first visit to Egypt since it 
signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1979. As a young 
army officer, he fought on 
Egyptian soil during the 
1973 war. 

Mr. Mubarak has repeat- 
edly demanded that Israel 
carry out the redeployment 
from Hebron as proof of its 
commitment to the Middle 
East peace process 
launched under the former 
Labour government. 
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Jordan Times, Wednesday, December 25, 1996 


ESCWA predicts 3.7 % growth for region in ‘97 


By Ghalia Alul and Maria Bizri 

. Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The gross 
domestic product (GDPj of 
the ESCWA (Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia) region is 
likely to grow by 3.7 per 
cent in 1997 due to an 
expected change in 
international oil prices. 
ESCWA Executive Secre- 
tary Hazem Biblawj said 
Tuesday. 

According to a prelimi- 
nary overview of economic 
development for 1996. 
released by the commis- 
sion. “the region's econom- 
ic outlook would be influ- 


enced greatly by changes in 
international oil prices, 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process and 
implementation of econom- 
ic reforms in ESCWA 
member countries in addi- 
tion to the return of Iraqi oil 
to international oil markets 
and the lifting of United 
Nations economic sanc- 
tions on Iraq." 

At a press conference. Dr. 
Bibiawi reviewed the 1996 
economic development 
report and provided a brief 
outlook for 1997. 

According to Dr. Bibiawi. 


although next year’s 
expected growth in GDP 
would be lower than the 4.3 
per cent rate achieved in 
1996, it would be higher 
than the 2.1 per cent growth 
rate registered in 1995. 

The report expects a fall 
in oil prices to below $20 
per barrel during 1997. 

“As a result . the balance 
of trade surpluses are 
expected to decline in the 
Gulf Cooperation Countries 
(GCC). compared with 
their 1996 levels. In fact, 
the ratio of budget deficits 
to GDP in the GCC coun- 
tries. which continue to rely 
heavily on oil revenues to 
finance expenditure, will 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Woeful cry 
5 Rio Grande 
feeder 
10 Delighted 

14 Ledge 

15 Banish 

16 Nobeiist Wiesel 

17 Hubbub 

1 8 Piano technician 

19 Tropical tree 

20 Start of a quote 

23 Holiness 

24 Laundry cycle 
25- Saunter 

28 October stone 

30 Seem 

31 Sanctuary 

33 Escape, as from 
prison 

36 More of quote 

40 Recolor 

41 River duck 

42 Eminent Israeli 

43 Curved molding 

44 Stadia 
46 — acid 

49 Pavarotti, for 
■ one 

51 End of quote 

57 Waste 
allowance 

58 Suiting 

59 Poi source 

60 Pop eye's saint? 

61 — Gay 

62 Coax 

63 Soprano 
Ponselle 

64 Wooden peg 

65 Johnny-on-the- 


DOWN 

. 1 Italian wine city 

2 Pride member 

3 “Hawkeye" 

4 Laggard 

5 Sea bird 

6 Rejoice 

7 Actress/model 
Crawford 

8 Butterine 

9 Vassal 

10 Drawback 

11 Crazy as — 

12 Ill-natured ones 
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125 126 [27 


1 33 1 34 [35 


46 47 1 48 


54 55 56 


increase,” the report said. It 
predicted that “the ratios of 
budget deficits to GDP in 
the member countries with 
more diversified economies 
are expected to further 
decline compared with their 
1996 levels." 

Both GCC and other 
ESCWA member countries, 
however, will still face the 
ongoing “challenge" of rel- 
atively high unemployment 
rates. Dr. Bibiawi said. 

“Progress in lowering 


unemployment rates in the 
region has been slow,” said 
Dr. Bibiawi. adding chat 
“the problem of unemploy- 
ment is the most difficult to 
solve." 

“The 1997 socio-econom- 
ic development for the 
ESCWA region will greatly 
depend on exogenous fac- 
tors: The -oil prices in 
international markets, 
developments in the peace 
process as well as the extent 
of governments' abilities to 


implement economic 
reforms” Dr. Bibiawi 
stressed. 

Many countries of the 
ESCWA region continue to 
implement economic 
reform programmes. These 
countries include Jordan. 
Bahrain. Egypt, Kuwait. 
Oman. Syria and Yemen. 

According to the report. 
ESCWA member countries 
have benefited from the 
rise in international oil 
prices which helped raise 


the oil revenues of most 
member countries in the 
region. 

•The average per-barrel 
price increase of 17.5 per 
cent in 1996 resulted in an 
increase of $14 billion in oil 
revenues which totalled 
$94.4 billion for the 
reaion the report stated. 

Fn his presentation of the 
1996 economic develop- 
ment report. Dr. Bibiawi 

(Continued on page 9 ) 
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CASH ADVANCE 

600 MILLION VISA AND PLUS CARDS 

are accepted on our ATM now in the 
Intercontinental hotel office \X 
Shortly, on our ATMs network in Jordan 

ARAB BANK ATMs NETWORK 
YOUR LINK TO THE WORLD 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE ON THE INTERNET AT 
http://www.arabbaiik.cora 


Peanuts 

^ I DON'T N 
SUPPOSE YOU YE 
EVER HAD A , 
REALTHANKS- 1 
GIVING PINNER. 4 
. HAVE YOU? J 


TURKEY WITH DRESSING, /Z 

MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY, » [ cqq D 
GREEN SALAD. PUMPKIN PIE.._ | 

I ^ a 




Andy Capp 


by Samuel K. Fliegner 


13 Annoy 
persistently 

21 Lubricant 

22 Monsieur's 
money 

25 Moved smoothly 

26 Theater award 

27 Repetition- 

28 Partner of above 

29 Sty 

31 Conceal 

32 Vital statistic 

33 Property claim 

34 Where Gobi is 

35 Planet 

37 — mutton 
sleeve 

38 Prevaricate 

39 Retired 

43 — customer 

44 Temper, as 
metal 

45 Wand 

46 In quest of 

47 Actress Thomas 
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m'ux/e, what ] ficca&n - 1 are vou all W no, 
HAPPENED? ^ ^ RGHT? ANVBOOVj BUT 
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I was DRIVING U WHERE 
Fine when j njn 

suooenly-BANG! it 

SO I BACKED UP HAPPEN? 
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48 Bits Of gossip 

49 Hurl 

50 Two under par 
52 Secondhand 


53 TV’s Jay 

54 "Frnd fault 

55 Jason’s ship 

56 — laureate 


horoscope y; 

FORECAST FOR ■ V ‘ 
WEDNESDAY ^ >. 

DECEMBER 25,1996^ . 

Bv Thomas S. Pierson, 

. ’Astrologer, CarryU i} ■ 

Righter Foundation : . 

ARIES: (March 21 Uy 
April 19) Contact those 
outof-state friends today.'', 
and discuss your career 
plans with them. Make^ 
new acquaintances _ for'. 
greater happiness arai coo-i v. 

tenrmenL Later - this ; : 
evening will be good fer; 
discussing new ideas for * ' . 
success. •“ 

TAURUS: (April 20 dd . - 
May 20; Get together with, 
a good advisor today and' ; 
make plans and arrange^ 7 
ments for the- days aheacL: 

Take no risks while on the ■ 
highway to avoid difl&cuT- 7 ,7 
ties. Later this evening. ' 
you can get together wvthj 
close friends for some fun:- . ■ ■ j 
GEMINI: ("May 21 p>, 1 # 
June 21) This is a good- 
day today to be more gre-j =-•••• 
garious and see youf-;^ 
friends and aquaintance^.- . 
and you can make newri 
friends as well. Late*': 

, tonight will be a good timei " 
to gain the assistance of a 
bigwig for your career^ 
activities. . 

MOON CHILDREN:: 

(June 22 to July 21 ) Study; -:7 
your cherished aims today.; 1 - 
and then plan how to gaiif --- 
them. Improve your credit -v- 
standing by doing some' : 
special favour for close 
friends a fellow assoriate;- 
which they will reciprt> 
cate when you need assis- 
tance. 

LEO: (July 22 to Augusr. 

21) You can see far into 
the ahead and you aria . 
inspired to take on inter- ^ % 
esting new outlets of 
career activities which can 
bring success. Later this 
evening you can spend 
some quality time with 
your loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get into a 
new type of activity which 
can bring you closer today 
:. to someone you admire j 

and respect, so that you | 

can receive an objective 
opinion on your career 
activities. Establish better 
business relations as a 
result 

LIBRA: (September 23 to. 

October 22) Contact toe | 

most dynamic persons you 
know today and find out 
how they can help you to' 
gain public aims which 
will be quite beneficial to. 
your overall business 
activities. This evening 
can be spent with your 
mate. ■ . . ‘2 - J 

SCORPIO: (October 23 ^ ' 
to November 21) Get an 
early start on the career 
activities ahead of you and 
fine ideas can be yours as 
a result of your efforts. A 
fellow associate can give, 
good suggestions oo how 
you can make a plan of 
action a reality. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decern-: , 

ber 21) Be sure to state 
your wishes for amuse- 
ment today and make • 

appointment with close 
ties for these desires to 
become a reality. Later I 

this evening will be a gbod 
time for you to g.nin toe . — 

assistance of knowledge- I Tj 

able people. ; (5y 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- V- 

ber 22 to January 20) Con- . J. , J ne 
tact toe individuals today . i 4HL 
you want to be better I 
acquainted with and invite 1 — 
them into your home for a' 
casual encounter with: 
your close friends. This, 
evening can be productive.- i c 

by seeking the advice ofa i ^ 

bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: (January^ ^ 

to February 1 9) You edgy; I 

being gregarious todayjgd- 
nan around and seef&s • 

many persons as you^af \ 

and spread good chdr^ 
as many mtoviduals/& E 

you possibly can “Vup- I ' ' 

thereby you will receive: i J 

this warmth and generosir I 

ty back then fold. v r - | a 

PISCES: (Februaiy 20 to [ 

March 20) Study yotff I 

assets today and law? I yes ‘ er 

how to get ahead fastorin 1 

toe days ahead. Get finfin- 
cial advice from an 
vvhich could be quite, ben- 
eficial to your oveiatf^ 
development of ybdr,^ \ 
career. Later this evenrng 
you can relax with ypor 
loved ones. 7 . 

- b 

Birthstohe of Decend>en.: 

Turquoise — Zircon. ' - 
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Outlook for ESCWA region 
in 1997 not as good as in 1996 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 27, 1996 


(Continued from paj*e 8 j 

told the conference lhal polit- 
ical instability in the region 
during 1996 has adversely 
. affected the economics of 
some ESCWA countries. 

He said that the stalemate 
in the Middle East peace 
process, heavy buinbardment 
nf South Lebanon in April as 
well as closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip have 
impeded the region's eco- 
nomic growth. 

The report stated that Irak's 
economic growth and devel- 
opment was affected by the 
continuation of die United 
Nations economic sanctions 
which have also adversely 


affected the economies of 
other countries in the region, 
especially those with tradi- 
tionally strong economic ties 
to Iraq. 

However, the report added: 
"Iraq’s p;tnidl leturn tu the 
international oil market, as 
expected with the implemen- 
tation of the oil -for- food 
agreement with the U.N. . 
will yield important positive 
results, not only lor Iraq, but 
also for several neighbouring 
countries, especially Jordan." 

According to ESCW’A’s 
study, budget deficit as a 
ratio of GDP declined in 
every ESCWA member 
counrry in 1 996. 

This, it added, was mainly 


due to the unexpected 
increase in oil revenues cou- 
pled with generally right 
government expenditure and 
higher GDP growth rates in 
the countries concerned. 

The rise in oil revenues 
have also contributed to a 
significant increase in the 
balance of trade surpluses in 
GCC countries, the report 
srated. 

Howev er, the report added, 
"in countries with more 
diversified economies, the 
deficit in iheir respective bal- 
ances of trade widened as 
their respective imports far 
exceeded die increase in their 
exports." 

Workers’ remittances and 


revenues from tourism, while 
negatively affecting the cur- 
rent account balance of most 
GCC countries, helped 
improve the current account 
balance of the more econom- 
ically diversified member 
countries, the report added. 

In conclusion, the study 
perceived the outlook of the 
ESCWA region for 1997 as 
positive, although not as 
good as in 1996. 

ESCWA member countries 
include Syria Lebanon. Jor- 
dan. Palestine. Iraq, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia Bahrain, the 
United Arab • Emirates 
(UAEj, Kuwait, Yemen, 
Oman and Qatar. 


ARIES: i March 21 to April 19) Plan how best to add to your pre- 
sent assets today and make your property more valuable. Be with 
y3ur family icnighL and you can make this lime special for the 
I ones who live under your roof and there can be harmony. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Go after a personal wish today 
and gain it easily. If others understand your methods of operation 
they will cooperate enthusiastically with your efforts 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You can use some private meth- 
ods of operation today for gaining your long-time wishes. Bud- 
get your money more carefully so that you will have funds avail- 
able for a rainy day and be better equipped to handle lean rimes. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) You can get the aid of 
a good friend who is dynamic today and likes you very much. 
Later this evening will be a good time for you to meet with 
knowledgeable people 

LEO: l July 22 to August 21) There is an opportunity today to 
gain the support and backing of a bigwig who is interested in 
community matter which cun make your reputation soar in pop- 
ularity. VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Plan time today to 
.study into every phase of a new project which greatly appeals to 
you and thereby you can be successful. Take it easy tonight and 
relax with your loved ones at home for there are busy time ahead. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You con handle all 
responsibilities in a sensible manner today, so make whatever 


effort is necessary to get ahead. If anything does go wrong later 
this.evening, seek professional help from those willing to help. 
SCORPIO: i October 23 to November 21 ) Be right on your toes 
today in the outside world if you want cooperation there. Take it 
geasy tonight and relax for the days ahead will prove to be stress- 
ful and you will need to be on your toes again to face any diffi- 
culties. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Be more effi- 
cient at your career activities today and have greater security in ' 
the days ahead. Be happy at home later this evening with your 
loved ones and prepare for a busy week ahead without any diffi- 
cultly. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your mate has 
good ideas today, so go along with them instead of criticising 
whatever suggestions are made. Make family life more ideal later 
this evening 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February !9j The daytime today is 
best for inviting guests into your home and making them feel 
welcome. Take no risks later this evening where your good name 
is concerned 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Get letters and other com- 
munications handled more seriously today and answer questions 
wisely since what you say can be misinterpreted which can make 
you look like you have been misinformed in the eyes of a bigwig. 
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ACCURATE 


SWISS MADE 


The fine art of watchmaking is stunningly evident in this 


range of fine watches made in Switzerland. They combine 


traditional Swiss quality and distinctive contemporary 


style to create watches that endure the passage at time 


with grace and eieganc 


AMKM W F XNAKCZAL MARKBT 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SKMEZSANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 24/12/1996 


ACC UT! ME LTD 


Sapphire Crystal 


Various Dial Colours Available 


One Year International Warranty 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY ’ S NAME 
HIGH LOW 


CAIRO AMMAN BANK 
BANK OF JORDAN 
KID. EAST XNV.BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 
THE HOUSING BK. 
JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULF BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
PKILADEL- INV. BK. 


NO. HO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 191.57 


ARAB LI PE 1NSUR ■ 
ALNISR AL-ARABI 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 117.45 *CHG: +0.36 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
SHIPPING LINES 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 
MACH. BQP. RENT. MAIN. 
ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 
ZARXA EDUCATION 


2.310 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

10.5 

5.00 

19 

5100 

10230 

2.03 

2 . on 

.03- 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

1 

500 

440 

.90 

.88 

.02- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 112. 

.35 *CHG: 

-0.04 

61 

32710 

53652 




3.740 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.3 

2.96 

17 

8326 

28258 

3.40 

3.3e 

.02- 

3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

34.6 

0.00 

3 

1650 

5283 

3.25 

3.22 

.03- 

10.450 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

9.8 

8.29 

10 

483 

4661 

9.65 

9.65 

— 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

56.0 

0.00 

4 

1000 

1265 

1.28 

1.24 

.02- 

3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 

37.0 

0.00 

3 

1100 

3025 

2.90 

2.7, 

.15- 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM.. MANF. 

19.4 

5.65 

18 

5200 

18553 

3.59 

3.5* 

.05- 

6.450 

5. >50 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.6 

4.10 

3 

2587 

15781 

6.20 

6.10 

.10- 

2.400 

1-370 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

9.0 

7.36 

1 

100 

163 

1.63 

1.63 

— 

7.BSO 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.IHV. 

13.4 

4.08 

12 

3750 

18375 

4.85 

4.90 

.05+ 

5. BOO 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

9.0 

8.24 

5 

1400 

5071 

3.50 

3.64 

.14+ 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK L POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

24 

29350 

18250 

.64 

.A? 

.01- 

1.460 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.8 

9.01 

2 

1450 

1668 

1.15 

1 -.15 

- 

1.060 

. 540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

10.8 

8.22 

73 

79644 

58386 

.77 

.73 

.04- 

1.750 

.930 

I NTERMED . PBTRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 . 

13 

3450 

3773 

1.13 

1.09 

.04- 

4.700 

3.430 

ALADDIN CO. 

21.3 

3.16 

1 

150 

570 

3.75 

3. BO 

.05+ 

4.000 

3.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE-HFAC 

15.8 

0.00 

2 

200 

530 

2.70 

2.60 

.10- 

’ - *1.340 

• -670 

' JOR.- SULPHO-CHEM ' 

9 - 

. .- ,0.00- .. 

2 • 

1000 

800 

.83 

.80 

.03- 

1.850 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

26.6 

0.00 

13 

2200 

3162 

1.48 

1.42 " 

.06- 

3.260 

1.440 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

5.2 

11.63 

12 

2800 

4831 

1.75 

1.72 

.03- 

2.080 

1.140 

JOR . IN0S . RESOURCES 

16.1 

0.00 

18 

12500 

16003 

1.29 

1.28 

.01- 

1.500 

.640 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25.8 

0.00 

13 

4784 

4577 

.98 

.95 

.03- 

1.440 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

29.9 

0.00 

5 

2650 

3388 

1.30 

1.27 

.03- 

1. 650 

.930 

UNION CH. S VEG. 

23.9 

0.00 

5 

2050 

2004 

.98 

.97 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 114.83 *CHG: -C 


INDEX: 151.31 *CHG: -C 
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CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

NATL . OOHMER . CENTERS 
UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAHLIYAH 75* 

JOR - INDS . MATCH - JEMCO 
ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 
NATL. CHLORINE 
ARAB INTL. XNV.TRD. 

R ATL . MULT . ENG . NAM ICO 
JORDAN STEEL 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI PHARM. 65* 

INDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
I. TEXTILE MANUK. 
PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 
ARAB INT. FOOD FACT. 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 


GRAND TOTAL 


0.00 

2 

700 

378 

.54 

.«.» 

_ 

0.00 

9 

5950 

3213 

.54 

.54 

- 

0.00 

8 

3700 

1610 

.45 

.43 

.02- 

0.00 

1 

3200 

736 

.73 

.73 

— 

0.00 

25 

24500 

11135 

.46 

.45 

.01- 

0.00 

2 

1134 

498 

.69 

.69 


0.00 

1 

1000 

360 

.38 

.36 

.02- 

0.00 

1 

600 

3B4 

.63 

.fc.i 

.01+ 

0.00 

5 

13300 

17833 

1.40 

1.3C 

-04- 

0.00 

10 

6500 

3250 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

0.00 

21 

2792S 

13725 

.50 

.49 

.01- 

0.00 

4 

1400 

1050 

.75 

.75 


□ .00 

1 

50 

41 

1.06 

1.06 

— 

0.00 

13 

17450 

4515 

.61 

.61 

_ 

0.00 

4 

2250 

945 

.42 

.42 

- 

0.00 

6 

3450 

2726 

.80 

.79 

.01- 

0.00 

9 

1550 

779 

.50 

.49 

.01- 

0.00 

4 

1750 

1243 

.73 

.71 

.02- 

0.00 

4 

3371 

3134 

.92 

.93 

.01+ 

0.00 

16 

20900 

13872 

.67 

.67 

.02+ 


148 

140680 

81424 





T r Now 12 mOnchB high 
i : Now 12 month 3 low 
N : Lin ted during the pa at 12 months 
g : Negative P/E 

E : Earning is aero or N/A for che moot recent year 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER 26 1996 


ARIES: (March 2 1 to April 19) You get good ideas today 
djfd you can plan just how to use them wisely in your 
cdjeer activities. A newcomer can inspire you ta greater 
advancement through providing you with the necessary 
information which can be beneficial. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have good ideas 
today which can gain you a cherished wish, so cany 
through with it and you can make your effons payoff in 
increased financial security. Romance is possible with 
your mate so meet at a special spot. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Try to contact good pals 
today who can assist you fri gaining your aims and 
desires. State your goals cleady and very soon you will 
realise the success which generates from your effons in 
the days ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) You have fine 
ideas on how to advance today in the outside world, so 
put them in motion and add prestige to make your efforts 
a reality. Later this evening you can get together with 
close friends for some fun activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get new plans well-organ- 
ised today before you see a bigwig who can give you the 
backing you need at this time. This evening will be a 
good time to make your career activities rake off like a 
rocket if you are prepared. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You understand 
how to make your practical affairs operate more effi- 
ciently today if you use more modern methods of opera- 
tion and you are willing to take that next step towards 
make your plans of operation go full force. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The evening 
today is fine for recreation with the one you love, howev- 
er, first make the right arrangements for a special location 
and atmosphere to make the whole time an experience . 
which he or she will not soon- forget. I 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) Make the right 
moves today and let your fellow associates in on your 
ideas so that they will have helpful suggestions which 
could be quite beneficial. Friends can give ideas for han- 


dling public matters. 

| SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 .to December 21) Con- 
I centrate oh bow best to make your talents pay off and 
! thereby make your life more financially secure. Come to 
a better agreement with the one you love and you will be 
able to eliminate any difficulties which could be present 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Do some- 
thing new today which can please those dwell with you 
and can make everyones lives more harmonious. Talk the 
days ahead over with your kin later this evening and 
make some decisions concerning your success. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Hit on the 
right idea today for increasing production in the days 
ahead and you can make the life of yourself and your 
loved ones more beneficial^ Gain fine benefits quickly 1 
through your efforts with a plan of action you have. i 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You have fine ideas 
for increasing your abundance, today, so put them in oper- 
ation and thereby you can make your efforts pay off. You 
can do it alone, however, it would be quiie beneficial if 
you seek the assistance of others. 

Birthstone of December: Turquoise — Zirco 


International Center for Watches, Amman, Jordan 617229 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each squats, to form 
four ordinary words. 

i TOAPI 1 


C 1 «£ tntw lAiai S*rwo*. «. 
At A0KC RBMUVfi 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Mko Argtrion 
W,e ’ 

“ TtFAIS f*.- gaowj 
^ * weight 

Thais all IP 

1301? j 


1 


■ THE RESULT OF 
EATING UNPEfc 
AN ELEGANT 
GHANPEL1EE. 

-V 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprtse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

- w w / V f ^ 



SEGUS 


LAMTEL 


ENTHIZ . 


Answer here: A [ | | I A A J K A A A. A 

(Answers tomorrow) 

w _ 1 Jumbles: GAUDY BUMPY PURIFY PALLID 
rasterday's | Ang i wer What they had lor Thanksgiving dinner - 
THE FAMII v 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

684311-699634 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. goldT 
A truly unique shop. ' 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, seoxtd floor. 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfcufl Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
V Fax: 810520 ) 


aB» 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phmtm 
aim 30% tansr 


•CLEANING SERVICES 
HOMLOFFiCES 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

HEATING SYSTEMS 
PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT; 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
RATS, i FIRMS HEDi 
UNFURNISHED 



cnowMhcm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA. JACUZZI & AjBg 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM jBpF 

- TENNIS & SQUASH V) 

COURTS ^ ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 


figgisi 

Ki9 



Hawnlteip? 

fOcASMocfe v 
Stmf* £ SaUuU dm# 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
lOAJK- 1 AJH 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umax Pthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 



I C ft l.Et TftT E 


For details please cell 

Rx. mm 



Mi 





nag 



Rad/euasta+ti 

Teppanyoki 
Sashimi 
fa Sushi 


PIZZA GRANDE 

The /feat ttatiao Taste 4 
(Join-met PZZfl , 

We use Qeu6y heat t/pedkou ■ 


Tiythe0ltfy*%Z 
-A STUFFED PIZZA JZ, 

3- a Tova (CNesQoStyfe) at 

PAN PIZZA -4 

( lldn w Thick Cruft) ^ 

ITALIAN SANDWICHES ,2 
t-pf Bttf . .'JmttaSj ^ 


lit bftMT Tvnq By Tbt tUi Eaton 


Superstore V 

Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 
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Sports 


Euro 96 star 


Summer wins 


Golden Ball 


PARIS (R) — Matthias 
Sammer. the best player in 
the European Champion- 
ship won by his ream 
Germany, won the Golden 
Ball as 1996 European 
Footballer of die Year on 
Monday. 

The Borussia Dortmund 
libero. who has also helped 
his club to win the German 
Bundesliga for the last two 
seasons, was presented 
with the prestigious trophy 
in a small ceremony on 
French Television organ- 
ised by the magazine 
France Football. 

“1 want to include 


United was third with 109 


points. 

Ronaldo was actually first 
on more ballots than 
Sammer — 16 to 13 — and 
featured on more ballots 
altogether — 39 to 

Sammer’s 35. But Sammer 
had more votes in the top 
three. 

'i naturally had a small 
hope that I might win (the 
award) but 1 didn't really 
expecr it I just wanted to be 
in the top five." said 
Sammer, who was German 
Footballer of the Year for 
the second time in 1995. 

Sammer. bom in the for- 


Golden Ball top 10: 


1. Matthias Sammer l Borussia Dortmund ) 

2. Ronaldo Luis de Lima (Barcelona) 

3. Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

4. Alessandro Del Piero (Juventus) 

5. Juergen Klinsmann (Bayern Munich) 

6. Davor Suker (Real Madrid) 

7. Eric Cantona (Manchester United) 

8. Marcel Desailly (AC Milan) 

9. Youri Djorkaeff (lntemazjonale) 

10. George Weab (AC Milan) 


144 Points 
141 


109 

65 

60 

38 

24 

22 

20 

17 


Borussia Dortmund and the 
German team in this award 
because it was thanks to 
their efficacity that I was 
able to express myself to 
my best," Sammer said. 

In the annual poll by 
European soccer writers, 
Sammer won the award by 
exactly the same number of 
points as AC Milan striker 
George Weah, 1 0th this 
time, didin 1995. 

His victory was close, just 
three points separating him 
from Barcelona's Brazilian 
‘wonder Ronaldo, while 
England • striker Alan 
-Shearer of Newcastle 


mer East Germany in 1967. 
was the most influential 
player in the German side 
that beat the Czech 
Republic id the European 
Championship final at 
Wembley in June. 

He scored the Germans’ 
winning goal in their quar- 
rer-finaJ against Croatia and 
helped them to win a nail- 
biting semifinal against 
hosts England in a penalty 
shootout after a 1-1 draw. 

Sammer said he hoped his 
Golden Ball achievement 
would encourage other 
footballers from the former 
East Germany. 



“There have been foot- 
ballers of great quality from 
there but we were not 
allowed to develop fully," 
he said. 

There were two Germans 
in the top 10. with the Euro 
96 winners' captain Juergen 
Klinsmann, who was sec- 


ond last year, finishing fifth 
this time, and three 
Frenchmen. 

Manchester United's Eric 
Cantona, who has been 
overlooked by his national 
team boss Aime Jacquet in 
the last two seasons, was 
higher in seventh place than 


two France regulars Marcel 
Desailly of AC Milan and 
.Youri Djorkaeff of their 
neighbours Intemazionale. 

Juventus's brilliant play- 
maker Alessandro Del 
Piero was fourth and Davor 
Suker. Real Madrid's 
Croatian striker, sixth. 


Smith begins long haul to Sydney 


BORDEAUX, France (R) 
— Michelle Smith set out 
on her quest for more 
Olympic gold when she 
took part on Monday in 
her first swimming meet- 
ing since she won three 
titles at the Atlanta Games 
in August. 

Smith said afterwinning 
the 50 metres freestyle 
final at the Bordeaux 
meeting tit at her dream 
was to compete in the 
Sydney Games in differ- 
ent disciplines from those 


in which she won three 
golds and one bronze 
medal at Atlanta. 

"My objective is to 
return to my top form to 
take part in the World 
Championships in the 
spring. But my real goal is 
the Olympic Games in 
Sydney (in 2000). That’s 
my dream." said the 26- 
year-old Irish woman. 

*Td like to change dis- 
tances. explore other sen- 
sations. I'm going to give 
it a go anyway." she said 


after her final. She did not 
say which distances she 
would aim for. 

Smith, older than the 
average Olympic champi- 
on. came from nowhere to 
win the Olympic 200 and 
400 metres individual 
medleys and the 400 
freestyle as well as bronze 
in the 200 butterfly at the 
Atlanta Olympics after a 
poor sanies in Barcelona 
in 1992. 

She said she had gone to 
Atlanta “to improve my 


times but not to pick up 
medals. I didn't expect it”. 

Her surprise results 
prompted some of her 
rivals to mutter about dop- 
ing but tests on Smith 
proved negative. 

“The Olympics is the 
greatest. I’ve taken up my 
training again and that's 
my life." Smith said. 

Smith, who returned to 
training in the 
Netherlands three weeks 
ago. said of her modest 
winning mark of 27.29 


seconds in the 50 metres: 
“The time is not impor- 
tant. 

“It's a stage in my return 
to my best form. I'll need 
another three to four 
months to be at my best. 
But. it's really tough 
returning to the pool." 

Smith was scheduled to 
race in the 200 individual 
medley at the Bordeaux 
event on Tuesday before 
flying to the Island of 
Reunion for another meet- 


ing. 
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English p^ fmtrr league 

Shearer and Fowler 


E 


4 


share spoils in 1-1 draw 




NEWCASTLE, England 
(R) — England strikers 
Alan Shearer and Robbie 
Fowler had to settle for a 
goal and a point apiece as 
Newcastle and Liverpool 
drew 1-1 in a pulsating 
Premier League match on 
Monday night. 

The two in-form forwards 
found the net in the first half 
to seal a result which leaves 
Liverpool three points clear 
at the top of the table. 
Newcasde remain sixth, 
seven points off the pace 
but with a game in hand on 
Roy Evans’ side. 

Shearer put Newcastle 
ahead in the 2Sth minute, 
slamming home a rebound 
from close range after Les 
Ferdinand had crashed a 
header off the Liverpool 
crossbar from a David 
Ginola free kick. 

Newcastle looked to be 
heading into the interval in 
front but Fowler equalised 
on the stroke of half-time 
with his 19th goal of the 


season and his sixth in the 
last three games. 

Norwegian Stig 

Bjomebye put Steve 
McManaman ftee down the 
left flank, he swung in a 
cross from the touchline and 
Fowler beat Pavel Smicek 
with a first-time left-foot 
strike. 

Newcastle raised their 
game at the start of the sec- 
■ ond half and David James 
was forced to make a fine 
save from Ferdinand after 
Shearer had split the 
Liverpool defence in two in 
the 48th minute. 

Fifteen minutes later 
Michael Thomas headed a 
Steve Watson lob off the 
line with James Beaten. 

But Liverpool kept their 
cool, continued to string 
their passes together and 
fully deserved their point, 
which condemned 

Newcastle to their sixth 
consecutive league match 
without a win. 

“If we stay here until 


Easter we’ II be in with a 
chance of the title.” Evans 
said with typical understate- 
ment. “But there are still a 
lot of teams in there. 1 
wouldn’t write off any of 
the sides in the fop eigbL” 

Newcastle boss and for- 
mer Anfield favourite 
Kevin Keegan said he had 
no complaints about the 
draw, which keeps his side 
in touch with the leading 
pack. 

"We’re hanging on to the 
tails of the leaders even if 
we're not playing as fluent- 
ly as we can do,” he said. 

"I think we’ve seen two 


championship potential 
sides here tonight and if we 
can't win it I'd be happy for 
Liverpool to take iL They 
are a very fine side and they 
weren't overawed by com- 
ing here.” 

On the down side for 
Newcastle, David Ginola 
limped off in the first half 
after suffering a calf injury 
in the opening exchanges. 
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fit replacement mast 


SYDNEY (R) — The crew 
of German Maxi Morning 
Glory, favourite for the 
Sydney-to-Hobart starting 
on Thursday, were working 
frantically on Tuesday to 
install a replacement mast 
flown in from New Zealand 
overnight. 

In contrast, the crew of 
fancied Australian Maxi 
Brindabella were doing 
some relaxed pre-race shop- 
ping having primed their 
boat for what many Hobart 
veterans think might be a 
race-winning performance. 

The black-hulled 24.5- 
metre Morning Glory 
snapped her AS380.000 
(US$304,000) carbon fibre 
mast last Saturday during 
her first training run off 
Sydney. 

A replacement 33.5-metre 
mast arrived in Sydney on 
Tuesday night just before 
the airport curfew and was 
floated across Sydney 
Harbour on a barge on 
Tuesday to where Morning 
Glory had been lifted out of 
the water. 

“We may go for a sail this 
afternoon but we're not 
rushing it — ; we want to 
make sure everything 
works," said captain Barry 
McKay before fitting the 
mast. 


But the mast, which 
because of its length arrived 
in two parts, has already 
been broken and repaired 


YACHTING 


twice, leaving some doubt 
that it can be correctly refit- 
ted. 

If there is any problem fit- 
ting the replacement mast, 
the crew are set to repair the 
broken, mast. 

Either way Morning 
Glory will start the Aydney- 
to-Hobart, but she will not 
be sailed at her full potential 
for fear of further rigging 
damage during the 630-nau- 
tical mile race which is 
renowned for rough weath- 
er. 

Morning Glory's form 
coming to Australia was 
impressive. 

She won the Capetown to 
Rio in January and snatched 
a race from arguably the 
world's most sophisticated 
Maxi, last year’s Hobart 
winner Sayonara, in the 
Kenwood Cup in Hawaii. 

But she has also sailed 
under a jinx this year, snap- 
ping her mast three times. 

Australia’s Centreber 
bookmaker has reduced 
Morning Glory’s odds to 


even money since her latest 
mishap, with Australian 
Maxi Brindabella 2-1, fol- 
lowed by another local 
Maxi Amazon at 5-1. 

After being forced to 
retire with damage in 1993 
and running second in 1994 
and 1995, the big white- 
huiied Brindabella is sailing 
better than ever. 

And with sailing master 
David Adams, the 1995 
Australian yachtsman of the 
year and a divisional winner 
in the round-the-world 
BOC challenge, the 23.7- 
metre boat is expected to be 
pushed to the limit for line 
honours. 

But the all-important 21- 
year race record is unlikely . 
to be broken, according to 
weather forecasters on 
Tuesday. 

In 1975 U.S. Maxi Ketch 
Kialoa set a race record of 
two days 14 hours 36 min- 
utes and 56 seconds after 
flying down the east coast ^ 
of Australia powered by 
strong northeasters. 

At a final race briefing on 
Tuesday the race weather 
forecaster told skippers of 
the 95-boat fleet to expect a 
southerly headwind shortly 
after the boxing day start. 
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Czech fans harken back to old days as pay-TV arrives 


PRAGUE (R) — The 
Czech Republic may have 
reached the final of Euro 
‘96 but the supporters are 
far front happy. 

“It wasn't like this under 
communism," they say. 

Once a refrain uttered 
only by those longing for 
the old days of planned 
economies and a four-hour 
workday, the phrase has 
been heard with alarming 
regularity since the coun- 
try’s football union 
announced plans to cancel 
live broadcasts of matches 
on public television begin- 
ning in 1998. 

Instead. the Czech- 
Moravian Football 

Association (CMFS). will 
begin broadcasting only 
pay-per-view first division 
matches in its 1 998-99 sea- 
son as pan of a marketing 
agreement signed recently 


with the Dutch firm 
Nethold. 

For once the supporters 
are not complaining about 
the quality of the football, 
simply the fact that they can 
no longer watch their 
national team in action. 

“Soccer is not public 
entertainment anymore, but 
pure business," Jaroslav 
Vacek, of Sres, the CMFS's 
marketing partner, was 
quoted as saying in the 
weekly newspaper. Prague 
Post. 

Vacek did notdiscuss spe- 
cific details of the deal but 
it is believed to be worth 
about 100 million crowns 
($3.7 million) annually, 
which should translate into 
a rise in television revenues 
of about SO per cent for 
each of the first division’s 
16 dubs. 

But that is not a view 


which goes down well with 
the millions of fans in a soc- 
cer-crazed country who 
crowd around televisions on 
Fridays to watch the cream 
of Czech soccer. 

There is increasing bitter- 
ness that goal line now 
means bottom line, that 
Czech soccer now means 
cheque soccer. 

“The game must evolve, 
but this is u little too much. 
Money and profit aren’t the 
only things in the world.” 
said Dusan Suchanek. an 
accountant in Prague. 

“I think a lot of funs are 
tired of hearing about eco- 
nomics in their daily lives 
and now it's invaded soccer. 
This is one of the strongest 
ties we have as a nation and 
without television access 
many may leave the game 
behind.” 

Since the fall of commu- 


nism in 1989. Czech sport 
in general, and soccer in 
particular, has been hit by a 
mass exodus of athletes in 
search of greater wealth and 
opportunity in the West. 

This summer. they 
stunned the soccer world 
when they reached the final 
of Euro ‘96 with a band of 
relatively unknown players 
and only lost ro Germany in 
extra-time. 

Soon, the likes of Patrik 
now with 
and Karel 
signed by 
United, were 
capitalising on a flood of 
money into English soccer 
brought about, in large part, 
by lucrative television con- 
tracts. 

Indeed, with the creation 
of the Premier League four 
years ago and the decision 
by satellite broadcaster 


Berger. 

Liverpool. 

Poborsky, 

Manchester 


British Sky Broadcasting 
PLC to make football one 
of its core programming 
focuses. Britain’s top 20 
clubs are now among the 
richest in Europe. 

With each club expected 
to receive 10 million 
pounds (SI 6.7 million) a 
year out of a total 670 mil- 
lion pound BSKYB pack- 
age from next year 
onwards, television rights 
alone will help bankroll the 
further expansion of plush, 
all-seuter stadiums and 
lucrative player signings. 

“We hope that the pay- 
per-view system, which has 
been successfully imple- 
mented in Western Europe, 
will develop in the Czech 
Republic too and that the 
local market with television 
rights will expand. Soccer 
should only profit from it,” 
Vacek said. 


- But patience is running 
short after the German firm 
UFA, which holds the rights 
to televise Czech World 
Cup qualifying games, put a 
$1 million price tag on the 
team's away games, a move 
which meant that Czech 
viewers missed the first live 
broadcast of a key national 
team game in 21 years. 

It ended in a 1-0 loss to 
Yugoslavia but, even so, the 
complaints from disap- 
pointed fans were heard up 
and down the country. 

"This would never have 
happened under commu- 
nism. Since we won the 
European Championship in 
1976, I have not missed a 
game. This is progress?" 
said Jan Krupka as he sat 
glumly on a bar stool 
watching an old soccer 
video. 
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AVOID COMPLICATIONS 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 


WEST 
*J 109 87 
CQ9762 
■> Void 
*966 


NORTH 
*52 
043 
OJ832 
+ KQJ107 


SOUTH 
* A K4 

O J 

O A 10 96 54 
+ A82 


EAST 
* Q 6 3 
O A K 10 8 5 
OKQ7 
*4 3 


The bidding: 

east south west north 


10 DM 
Pass 40 
Pius Pas 


3? 4* 

Psas 50 
Pass 


Opening lead: SLi oP5 


This hand was dealt in a dupli- 
cate tournament. At some tables 


the final contract was five dubs by 
North. That was defeated by good 
defease. On East's lend of the king 
of hearts West contributed the 


deuce and, when East obligingly 


switched to a high diamond, 
ruff put an end to South's hopes. 

At several tables the final con- 
tract waB five diamonds, reached 
via an auction such as the one 


shown. What amazed us is that, to 
the best of our knowledge, only one 
declarer suer reded in landing this 
contract — and did not adopt the 
best line. 

West led a heart to East's king. . 
and declarer's only problem was to 
bold the trump losers to one. 
Declarer ruffed the heart continua- 
tion and, since three missing cards 
in a suit rated to break 2-1 some 78 
percent or the time, ail declarers 
save one laid down the ace and 
were then saddled with two dia- 
mond losers — down one. 

The successful declarer crossed to 
dummy with a club and led ? dia- 
mond. East followed with the seven 
and declarer covered with the nine 
from hand. When that won. it was a 
. simple matter to continue with the 
ace of trumps and claim the eon- 
tract. 

What if West had won the first 
diamond? Then the ace would pick 
up the remaining trump and the 
contract would still be safe.' 

South's approach onncc csnrf lr 
exposed toe contract to a dub ruff 
by East The percentage play ia.'to- 
lead a middle trump from hand at 
trick three! When West shows out, 
declarer enters dummy with a dub; 
picks up trumps with a fin cnee anil 
II tricks are in the bank. 
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CINEMA ■ TEL634144 ^ CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA ; 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 
Richard Gere...in 

PRIMAL FEAR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 


The Jungle Book 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 /\ 


TEL:699238 

PLflzn 




r CINEMA 


TEL677420 


A 


* The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame 


Shows: 10:30, 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 

* RANSOM 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 




CONCORD 


CONCORD “I” 

Sharon Stone & IzabeMe Adjani... in 

DIABOLIQUE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 



A 


CONCORD "2” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL 618274-618275 


X Nabil & Hisham* 
TEL 6251 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 


A 




Stoning comedians: 

Mahmoud Salmeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


s Theatre. 
625155 




The theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15,1 996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

Al Aman Ya Ho 


if 


.99 


* 
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Belgium’s de Bilde 
charged with wounding 


BRUSSELS «R> — Bel* 
aium and Anderlecht striker 
Gilles de Bilde spent Mon- 
day night in jail and has 
been charged with wound- 
ing after punching an oppo- 
nent in the face, breaking 
his nose and injuring his 
eye during a league match, 
police said on Tuesday. 

Gendarmerie captain 
Philippe Siratsaert said de 
Bilde was questioned on 
Monday and kept in jail 
overnight after Aalst player 
Krist Porte, lodged a formal 
complaint. 

De Bilde, 25. was taken 
for further questioning to 
the Brussels public prose- 
cutor's office which decid- 
ed 10 release him on Tues- 
day morning. Deputy Pros- 
ecutor Philippe Von Hccke 
said. 

'‘(De Bilde) has been 
charged with voluntary- 
wounding. causing inability 
to work," he said. 

Pone, who had been 
urged by his club to sue de 
Bilde, is expected to be off 
for months and still might 
lose the eye. 

The Aalst player, who 
also suffered slight concus- 
sion and possibly a tom 
reu'na, was due to undergo 
nose surgery on Tuesday. 


But it may take weeks 
before the damage to the 
eye cun be assessed as the 
broken eye socker was still 
loo fragile. 

The Belgian Soccer 
Union said on Tuesday’ it 
had suspended de Bilde, 
who would have to appear 
for a hearing next month. 

Anderlecht had already- 
suspended de Bilde on Sun- 
day. 

The incident was shown 
on nationwide television on 
Sunday and sparked an out- 
cry of disapproval, together 
with speculation it meant 
the end of de Bilde 's once 
glittering career in Bel- 
gium. 

Soccer Union President 
Michel d’Hooghc has said 
he intends to use the televi- 
sion pictures as evidence. 

De Bilde. who moved to 
Anderlecht from Aalst in 
1995 after turning down a 
lucrative offer from Atleii- 
co Madrid, became a 
national celebrity when he 
won the 1994 award for 
best Belgian league player. 

But he has often played 
below par at Anderlecht 
and recently endured a 
growing barrage of criti- 
cism. Belgium coach Wil- 
fried Van Moer dropped 


him from his squad for the 
World Cup qualifier against 
the Netherlands earlier this 
month. 

The incident occurred on 
Saturday when Pone pulled 
de Bilde’s shirt to try and 
stop him from rushing 
towards goal as Ander- 
lecht's Par Zeiterberg took 
a penalty. 

De Bilde wrestled himself 
free from Pone, swung 
round and felled Pune with 
a left hook to the face in 
front of television cameras. 

The referee did not see 
the incident and de Bilde, 
who already has to stand 
trial for another assault, 
completed the match with- 
out even a warning. 

He head-butted a male 
nurse and punched another 
last year when lie was 
denied access to a hospital 
room where his father had 
been taken following his 
brain haemorrhage in 
August 1995. 

He also received a sus- 
pended two-year jail sen- 
tence in 1992 for head- 
butting two boy scout lead- 
ers. 

The manager of Ander- 
lecht has suggested de 
Bilde see a psychiatrist. 
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Christmas 
a welcome 
break for 
Austrians 


ALTA BAD1A, Italy fR) — 
Christmas comes as a wel- 
come break for Austrian 
Alpine skiers facing resur- 
' gem rivals and the return of 
■'the' Alberto Tomba show. 

The Austrian- men, -who 
started the week with the 
top four places in a World 
Cup downhill and victory 
in a super-giant slalom, had 
much to ponder as they 
headed home without the 
awesome air of invincibili- 
ty they had before. 

Although Thomas Sykora 
won the slalom in Madonna 
di Campiglio on Tuesday, 
ahead of world champion 
Tomba who returned from 
injuiy with a second place, 
the threatened Austrian 
avalanche turned out to be a 
false alarm. 

They still dominated the 
overall World Cup — a title 
thaL the Austrian men's 
team has not won since 
Karl Sehranz in 1970 — 
with Hans Knauss staying 
comfortably ahead after a 
fourth place in a giant 
slalom in Alta Badia on 
Sunday. 

But the Swiss, the French 
and the Italians all showed 
they were ready for the bat- 
tles ahead in a week when 
the best of the rest cut the 
Austrians down to size a 
bit. 

Frenchman Luc Alphand 
took over the lead in the 
men's downhill standings 
from Fritz Strobl, winner in 
Val d’lsere on Dec. 14 
while Swiss Michael Von 
Gruenigen grabbed his first 
win of the season to over- 
take Knauss in the giant 
standings. 

“The Franco-Italian 
alliance againsr the Austri- 
ans really worked here." 
joked Italy's Kristian Ghed- 
ina after he and Alphand 
each w’on a downhill at Val 
Gardena. 

Josef Strobl finished third 
in the second of two men’s 
downhills run at Val Garde- 
na on Saturday but other- 
wise the Austrian “Eagle 
Knights” had to watch oth- 
ers celebrate. 

To add to their discom- 
fort, Claudia Riegler 
who has dual nationality’ 
and races for New Zealand 
after disagreeing with the 
Austrian federation — took 
■ her second World Cup win 
of the season in a slalom at 
Crans Montana on Satur- 
day. 

Nobody is under any illu- 
sions about the Austrians 
and they are sure to be back 
with a vengeance after the 
break. ‘The Austrians are 
still the team to beat,’* said 
Alphand. 


China league says 
no infringement 
on rights of NBA 


BEIJING (Rl — Organis- 
ers of China's fledgling 
basketball league known 
as the CNBA said on 
Tuesday they had not 
infringed on the rights of 
the U.S. Natfanir Basket- 
ball Association (NBA). 

The initials CNBA used 
by the Chinese league 
were based on its English 
language name — the 
Chinese New Basketball 
Alliance — and were not 
an infringement of the 
U.S. league's name, said 
the CNBA’s organiser. 
Spectrum Company. 

The new organisation 
has faced questions from 
supporters and detractors 
alike over the choice of its 
English language name 
since it is known in Chi- 


nese as the men's profes- 
sional basketball league. 

Zhong Tlanfa, a senior 
Chinese sports official, 
said there was no attempt 
-capitalist p.u Afoc .bcuci; 
known American league. 

"The logo and name are 
both different ( from the 
NBA), so we will pay no 
attention {to suggestions 
to the contrary." he said in 
a statement issued 
through Hong Kong- 
based spectrum. 

Chinese sports officials 
in association with Spec- 
trum launched the profes- 
sional league this year in 
a bid to popularise basket- 
ball in this country Of 1.2 
billion people. 
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Jordan, Pippen lead Bulls past Nets 


CHICAGO ( R i — Michael 
Jordan and Scotlie Pippen 
combined for 20 points in a 
second-quarter run as the 
Chicago Bulls rebounded 
from a 16-point first-quar- 
ter deficit to trounce the 
New Jersey Nets. 1 1 3-8 1 
on Monday. 

Jordan finished with 24 
points and Pippen 20 for 
Chicago (24-3). which has 
won seven straight games. 

Kendall Gill and Kerry 
Kittles scored 19 points 
apiece for the Nets, who 
have lost six of their Iasi 
seven games. 

In Houston. Sherman 
Douglas scored eight or his 
19 points in the first quarter 
as (he Milwaukee Bucks 
(oak the lead midway 
through the period and 
never trailed, handing the 
Houston Rockets their 
fourth straight loss. 81-76. 

Vin Baker scored 17 
points and Ray Allen added 
16 points for the Bucks, 
winners of five of their last 
seven. Hakeem Olnjuwon 
scored 37 points for Hous- 
ton (21-6). 

At Minnesota, rookie 
Stephen Murbury scored a 
season-high 33 points and 
keyed a third-quarter run as 
the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves knocked off the 
Utah Jazz, 107-98. 

Terry Poner added a sea- 
son-high 20 points for the 
Timberwolves, who have 
beaten Western Conference 
powerhouses Los Angeles 
and Utah consecutively 
alter losing three in a row. 
Minnesota became the first 
team in 13 games to reach 
100 points against Utah. 

Karl Malone had 22 
points and Bryon Russell 
added 15 for (he Jazz. 

In New York. Patrick 
Ewing scored 1 2 of his 1 7 
points in tlte second half 
and the New York Knicks 
used a 9-0 run to break a tie 
and go on to win their third 
straight game, 82-76 over 
the Atlanta Hawks. 

Allan Houston scored 16 
points and Chris Childs hud 
15 for the Knicks 19-7. 
Charles Oakley had nine 
points and a season-high I S 
rebounds for New York. 

In Orlando, Rony Seikaly 
scored 13 of his 33 points 
in the fourth quarter us the 
Orlando Magic ended a 
five-game losing streak 
with an S9-84 victory over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
who had their five-game 
winning streak ended. 

Hurace Grant added 20 
points and 12 rebounds for 
the Magic, who were held 



to an NBA-record low 57 
points by Cleveland on 
Dee. 4. 

“We got hurt inside," said 
Cleveland heap couch Mike 
Fratello. “There is no ques- 
tion, we gave up the second 
shot opportunities to Orlan- 
do. The number of times 
that they scored was the 
result of the offensive 
rebounds.” 

In San Antonio, Alonzo 
Mourning scored 16 of his 
32 points in the first quarter 
as the Miami Heat won 
their 12th straight road 
game with a 90-79 defeat 
of the San Antonio Spurs, 
who lost all-star centre 
David Robinson for six 
weeks with another injury. 

Voshon Lenard added 16 
points for the Heat. Miami 
moved within four of the 
all-time road winning 
streak, set by the 1971-72 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

In Phoenix, Bryant Stith 
scored 3b points, including 
a three-pointer with 15 
remaining to send the game 
into overtime, and the Den- 
ver Nuggets went on a 7-0 
run in the extra session, 
holding on to edge the 
Phoenix Suns. 112-109. 

Dale Ellis scored 24 
points and Antonio 
Mcdyess added 22 for Den- 
ver. Rex Chapman scored 
nine of his 18 points in 
overtime. 

In Portland. Juwan 
Howard scored 1 3 of his 25 
points in the second quarter 
and Chris Webber added 25 
and II rebounds as the 
Washington Bullets con- 
cluded a successful road 
trip with a 106-84 rout of 
ihe Portland Trail Blazers. 

Rod Strickland had 17 
points and 10 assists in his 
return to Portland after he 
was dealt to Washington in 
the off-season. Tracy Mur- 
ray added 18 points and 
eight rebounds for the Bul- 
lets, who went 4-2 on their 
road trip. 

In Sacramento. Milch 
Richmond scored 23 points 
and Mahmoud Abdul-ftauf 



Chicago Bulls' Michael Jordan tries to prevent Kendall Gill of the New Jersey Nets 
from penetrating his team's defences (AFP photo) 


added 20 as the Sacramento 
Kings won their season- 
high third straight victory, 
J00-8S over the Los Ange- 


les Clippers. 

Olden Polynice had 14 
points and 14 rebounds and 
Michael Smith grabbed 12 


boards for the Kings, who 
led 29-16 after one quarter 
and headed into half-time 
with a 22-point lead. 



ANALYSTS/PROGRAMMERS 
SPECIALIZED IN ORACLE DATA BASE 
& LATEST TOOLS. 


- Must have a university degree. 

- Must have at least 2 continuous years experience in 
ORACLE databases and at least one continuous year in 
Designer 2000 and Developer 2000. 

- Must have at least 3 years experience in analyzing & 
developing systems. 

■ 

- Must have enough experience in Oracle database ad- 
ministration. 

- Must be able to speak, read & write Arabic & Eng- 
lish fluently. 

- Must not be older than 35 years. 

A pplication must include the following: 

(1) Personal CV. 

(2) Copies of all official documents {such as passport, university degree, university tran- 
scripts, recommendation letter if any). 

(3) Last projects accomplished using Designer 2000 & Developer 2000. 

(4) List of all training courses, seminars attended during 1995-96. 

(5) 6 Photos size 6x4. 
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Eight-year-old Ihab Jamal helps Ills father to select a turkey in Beirut’s market on Tuesday 
for a traditional Christmas dinner (Reuters photo) 

Fewer people visit Holy Land this year 
for Christmas; tourism industry is hit 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — If a Christmas tree 
fell in an Israeli forest, 
would anyone be there to 
hear it? 

That is the question tour 
operators, airlines and 
hotels — faced with a slump 
in overseas tourism — are 
asking this Christmas. 

Hotel bookings are down 
as much as 20 per cent from 
last year, while airlines are 
facing similar slowdowns. 
Air France. Tower Air and 
El A1 experienced a signifi- 
cant drop in December 
reservations. 

Many blame the stalled 
peace talks between Israel 
and Palestinians, which 
have heightened tensions 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours, as well as the 
spring bus bombings and 
deadly Israeli-Palestinian 
clashes this fall. 

The political uncertainty 
has “'dealt a serious blow" 
to Israel tourism, said Mark 
Feldman of Jerusalem's 
Zion Tours travel agency. 
His company logged 25 per 
cent fewer reservations this 
year than in 1995. 

''The tourism ministry is 
doing its best in a bad situa- 
tion to let people know 
Israel tourism exists."' Mr. 
Feldman said. ’"But we're 
talking about reality. People 
have been killed; bombs 
have blown up. When riots 
take place, they're reported 
worldwide.” 

The ministry of tourism 


expects December figures to 
be between 1 0 to 20 per cent 
lower than Iasi year, spokes- 
woman Orly Doron said 
Tuesday. 

"We just hope this year's 
terrorism will not carry into 
next year,” she said. 

Hotels have suffered a 10 
per cent lag in December 
bookings, according to the 
Jerusalem Hotel 

Association. The American 
Colony Hotel reported a 
sales decline of 20 per cent. 

*'We have to fight bad 
publicity we get free of 
charge,” said Jonathan 
Harpaz. the hotel associa- 
tion director. "The media 
portrays the area as a war 
zone. That's just not true.” 

Airlines have reported 
decreased bookings 

throughout the year. El Al. 
Israel's national airline, 
reported a $100 million 
decrease in ticket sales from 
Iasi year. 

‘‘After the bus bombings, 
many lour operators around 
the world decided not to 
include Israel in their group 
packages.” said Helen 
Gordon, a spokeswoman for 
Air France. 

Meanwhile, Bethlehem 
shop owners, who rely on 
the Christmas holidays to 
sustain them through lean 
months, also said they had 
fewer customers. 

"The t political) .situation 
doesn't encourage tourists,” 
said Jack Giacaman. whose 
family runs an olive wood 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Court upholds ban on headscarves 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey's highest administrative 
tribunal has suspended a ruling allowing female 
lawyers to wear Islamic headscarves in court, the 
Anatolia news agency reported Tuesday. A department 
of the council of state unanimously issued the suspen- 
sion at the request of the Union of Turkish Bars tTBB ) 
as an interim measure pending a definitive ruling. 
Anatolia said. The justice ministry issued a circular in 
November allowing female lawyers to conduct cases 
wearing Islamic headscarves. a practice which had 
been banned by the TBB. Justice Minister Sevke 
Kazan is a close ally of Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmetrin Erbakan. The council of state said the jus- 
tice ministry was “not competent to decide on 
lawyers' dress” during trials, adding that the matter 
fell within the authority of the TBB. 

Leader of Sephardic Jews hospitalised 

TEL AVTV (.AFP) — Rabbi Ovadia Yossef. spiritual 
leader of Israel's Sephardic Jewish community, was 
hospitalised here on Tuesday, suffering from a high 
fever and exhaustion, the national news agency him 
reported. Doctors at Jerusalem's Hadassah hospital 
said Rabbi Yossef, who is in his 70s. would undergo a 
series of medical examinations. As head of the 
Sephardic community of Middle Eastern Jews. Rabbi 
Yossef is also the spiritual guide of the ultra-orthodox 
Shas party, which won an unprecedented 10 seats in 
parliament in Israel's May elections. During the elec- 
tion campaign. Rabbi Yossef supported right-wing 
Likud Party candidate Benyamin Netanyahu for prime 
minister. 


factory that turns out hun- 
dreds of carved angels, 
sheep and baby Jesuses for 
Christian tourists. 

"Economically, it's worse 
than the intifada.” 

Tourists travelling to 
Bethlehem for Christinas 
Eve festivities Tuesday had 
to run a gauntlet of Israeli 
army checkpoints, sniper 
towers and barbed wire 
fences to reach Bethlehem's 
Manger Square, where they 
were greeted by armed 
Palestinian soldiers. 

"It doesn't feel like 
Christmas." said one 
German tourist, who gave 
his name only as Jacob. 

Those who made it to the 
Holy Land said they were 
not afraid for their personal 
safety. 

"You see hundreds of 
police and soldiers in the 
streets. The security here is 
very good." said Lai King 
Wa. a 31 -year-old tourist 
from Hong Kong visiting 
Jerusalem. 

Tourism workers hope 
new movement toward an 
agreement on an Israeli pull- 
out from the West Bank 
town of Hebron will help 
mm tourism around. 

"The only thing you can 
do is tell the prime minister 
to sign the Hebron agree- 
ment." said liana Beradt. 
sales director at Jerusalem's 
Laromme Hotel. "Tourists 
will only come if there is 
peace." 


Mortar 
kills 2 in 
Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU I AFP) — A 
mortar shell killed at least two 
people and wounded three oth- 
ers aL K-4 in south Mogadishu 
on Tuesday, signalling the start 
of renewed fighting for the 
Somali capital, militia sources 
said. 

Three other mortars landed 
in a nearby neighbourhood, but 
caused no casualties or damage 
to property, although it forced 
a few families, who had earlier 
tied the area and had only just 
returned, to flee again. 

The mortar shells were wide- 
ly believed to have been fired 
by militiamen of clan warlord 
Osman Hassan Ali “Aid”, 
based in the former U.S. 
embassy compound in south 
Mogadishu, but the faction has 
continued to deny involve- 
ment 

Observers here believe that it 
was in retaliation to earlier 
heavy shelling of Ato positions 
by forces of Hussein 
Mohammad Aideed. 

The two warlords lead rival 
armed factions in the United 
Somali Congr-ess/Somali 
National Alliance (USC/SNA). 
battling for the control of south 


Arabs devising plan to face Israeli 
nuclear attack, AAEA official says 


ABU DHABI (.AFP) — 
Arab states have drawn up a 
draft emergency plan to face 
a possible Israeli nuclear 
attack in case of a fresh con- 
frontation in the Middle 
East, a senior Arab nuclear 
official said on Tuesday. 

Mahmod Barakat , head of 
the Arab Atomic Energy 
Agency (AAEA), said he 
did not believe reports 
Israel had 200 nuclear war- 
heads but added that the 
Jewish state possesses the 
capability to develop atomic 
weapons. 

“There is a nuclear threat 
to us ... We are moving in 
the direction of what is 
called an Arab emergency 
plan to face any kind of 
nuclear accidents,” he told 


the United Arab Emirates 
daily Al Bayan from his 
Damascus headquarters. 

“Such a plan has been sent 
to Arab countries for study 
and it will be sent back to us 
to put it in its final shape 
and have it officially 
endorsed.” 

Mr. Barakai gave no 
details of the plan but said it 
focused on protection from 
nuclear radiation and teach- 
ing the public how to 
behave in case of a nuclear 
attack. He said they planned 
to hold a pan-Arab confer- 
ence on such an issue. 

"Nuclear weapons are not 
the end of the world... there 
are techniques for resistance 
and protection." he said. 

“Our role (in AAEA) is to 


Nahar journalist held 
over anti-Syria attack 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A 
reporter of an independent 
Lebanese daily has been 
arrested in connection with 
the investigation into an 
anti-Syrian attack last 
week, the newspaper said 
on Tuesday. 

Pierre Atiallah. a reporter 
of Al Nahar. was arrested 
Monday night one of 
scores of people detained, 
mainly among the Christian 
opposition, since gunmen 
opened fire Wednesday on a 
Syrian minibus north of 
Beirut killing the driver 
and injuring a passenger. 

The newspaper said “visi- 
tors of the night” went to 
Mr. AttaJlah's home in 
Ashrafiyeh. a Christian area 
of Beirut without an arrest 
warrant and threatened to 
use weapons to get into the 
apartment before the editor 
agreed to be taken. 

International press free- 
dom group Reporters sans 
Frontteres (Reporters 
Without Borders) said it has 
lodged a protest about Mr. 
Attallah’s arrest with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafic Hariri. 

The Paris-based group 
called on Mr. Hariri “to use 
his influence so the charges 
against Pierre ArtaUab are 
specified and he is freed 
immediately if his arrest is 
linked to his journalistic 
activity or his political 
opinions.” 

Attorney General Adnan 
Addum said on Monday 
that 22 people were still 
being detained over the 
recent anti-Syrian attacks. 

Dory Chamoun, leader of 
the Christian opposition 


National Liberal Party 
(■NLP), condemned - the 
minibus attack. “The oppo- 
sition I represent does not 
shoot against Syrians or 
anyone else,” he said. 

“We are against all vio- 
lence that attacks the secu- 
rity of the life of Lebanese 
or non-Lebanese." he said 
in an interview published in 
Al Nahar. 

He said last week that 
most of the arrested people 
were supporters of the dis- 
banded Lebanese forces 
militia of jailed former war- 
lord Samir Geagea or of 
general Michel Aoun, who 
headed a military govern- 
ment from 19S8 to 1990. 

Some of them were also 
NLP members. 

On the same day as the 
minibus attack, two mem- 
bers of the Syrian intelli- 
gence services were 
wounded in an explosion in 
Tripoli, hospital sources 
said, although a Syrian mil- 
itary spokesman later 
denied any casualties. 

A week earlier, a vehicle 
carrying Syrian workers in 
Antelias in the Christian 
suburbs of Beirut was the 
target of a grenade attack. 

Al Nahar is one of the few 
newspapers in Lebanon to ■ 
have reported on the arrests 
and the subsequent protests 
of Christian opposition 
leaders. 

However. its owner 
Ghassan Tueini said in a 
television broadcast on 
Sunday that Al Nahar, like 
most Lebanese newspapers, 
did not report on Thursday 
the minibus attack al the 
request of the authorities. 


Ocalan calls for dialogue 


DIYABAKIR IR) — Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan 
renewed calls fora lasting solu- 
tion to 12 years of conflict in 
southeast Turkey in a television 
interview broadcast on 
Monday. 

“I want there to be a way for 
dialogue in 1997. Without 
putting forward any pre-condi- 
tions. I invite the Turkish state 
to a solution of the Kurdish 
problem by political means." 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
tPKK) chief said in the inter- 
view broadcast by Belgian- 
based MED -TV. Mr. Ocalan 
said Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan had made 
various initiatives for dialogue 
with the rebels after he came to 
power in June, but that these 
had since been abandoned 

Turkish governments and the 
military' have often refused 
direct negotiations with the 
PKK, which they regard as a 
terrorist group. A unilateral 
rebel ceasefire declared last 
year was ignored by Turkey. 


Mr. Ocalan said the PKK was 
trying to find a piirty leader or 
government official with whom 
they could talk and repeated 
assurances that he had dropped 
demands for a separate Kurdish 
state on Turkish soil. “I want the 
prohlem to be solved by politi- 
cal means, within Turkey's 
national borders” he said. 

Mr. Ocalan. also known as 
“Apo”. threatened more suicide 
bombings in Turkey's major 
cities if what he called the 
repression of the Kurdish peo- 
ple continued. 

"This time we will send hun- 
dreds of guerrillas into the big 
cities. It’s not a difficult thing 
for a guerrilla with a bomb to 
get on a bus or a plane, or infil- 
trate into a crowded place.” he 
said. 

Ten people, mostly members 
of (he security forces, were 
killed in two suicide bombings 
in Turkish cities at the end of 
October and 10 soldiers were 
killed by a human bomb in east- 
ern Turkey in July. 


create awareness and pre- 
paredness... but prepared- 
ness does not mean that we 
prepare for war but to make 
the people understand the 
danger of radiation effects 
and*ways of protection." 

Arab states have repeated- 
ly voiced concern about 
Israel’s atomic capabilities, 
accusing it of possessing 
more than 200 nuclear 
bombs. But Israel has nei- 
ther denied nor confirmed 
such allegations. 

Before the 1991 Middle 
East peace conference in 
Madrid. Israel and its Arab 
neighbours fought five 
major wars bur they did not 
involve atomic weapons. 

"Israel's acquisition of 
nuclear weapons is not the 


end of the road and the Arab 
countries and Israel know 
that." Mr. Barakat said. 
“There have been books and 
studies in Israel saying the 
Arabs can stand a nuclear; 
strike but Israel cannot for a 
clear reason. 

“We can stand that strike 
because we are larger in 
area and population- 
nuclear bombs will not kill 
us all as 80 to 90 per cent of 
us will be left. On the Israeli 
side, the vice versa is true.” 

Mr. Barakat did not say 
whether Arab states could 
develop atomic bombs but 
added that such weapons 
would not provide “the final 
solution to any problem.” 


Beirut to have second 
English-language daily 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Beirut is 
to have a second English- 
language daily newspaper, 
the Beirut Times, in early 
1997. the new paper's 
ow’ner said. 

Financed by lawyer 
Antoine Kehde. the Beirut 
Times is aiming to be a 
“small Financial Times.” 
the owner said. 

On Nov. 19. the English- 
language Daily Star 
appeared on Beirut news- 
stands after closing near 10 
years ago because of the 
country's 1975-1990 civil 
war. 

The Beirut Times, run by 
German editor-in-chief. 
Sylvie Polling and 
American journalist Pamela 
Ann Smith, will reserve an 
important pan of its 12 
pages for economic stories 
— particularly those focus- 
ing on Lebanon and the 
Middle East. 

The daily hopes to start 
publishing in late February 
and is aiming for a print run 
of around 10,000 copies at 
first with the objective of 
reaching 20.000 to 25.000 
copies after a year. 

Later on. the daily will be 
distributed in Syria. Jordan, 
France, Britain and the 
United Stares. * 

‘The Beirut Times hopes 


to serve as a bridge between 
the expatriates and their 
homeland” said an editorial 
in the paper's dummy issue 
printed last Friday. 

‘■Symbolically, our logo is, 
a Phoenician ship. In the 
past, it used to transport 
goods across the oceans, 
now it will circulate infor- 
mation.” explains Mr. 
Kehde. 

The Beirut Tunes is run 
by a team of 30 people, 
including 10 journalists — 
both Lebanese and foreign- 
ers — and a network of cor- 
respondents in Paris, 
London. Washington, New 
York. Sydney, Riyadh. 
Damascus and Amman. 

“It is a newspaper of 
information and analysis. 
AIJ our information will be 
home-made. We do not 
have the intention of pub- 
lishing syndicated news 
from prominent foreign 
newspapers,” said a mem- 
ber of the team. 

The Beirut Times is 
essentially seeking reader- 
ship among the young, 
business and banking deci- 
sion-makers, he added. 

Referring to the Daily 
Star. Mr. Kehde said: 
“There is room for two 
English-language newspa- 
pers in Lebanon." 


2 British nurses charged 
with murder in S. Arabia 


LONDON (AFP) — Two 
British nurses have been 
charged in Saudi Arabia with 
the murder of an Australian 
nurse, the Saudi embassy in 
London said Tuesday. 

The British Press 
Association identified the 
nurses as Deborah Perry, 36. 
from the Midlands, and 
Lucille McLaughlin. 34. from 
Glasgow. 

The foreign office had been 
pressuring Saudi authorities 
for information on the ease 
since the nurses were arrested 
Friday in connection with the 
murder of Yvonne Gilford, 
55. a senior operating room 
nurse at King Fahd military 
medical complex in Dhuhran. 

Gilford was reportedly 
stabbed four times, battered 
with a hammer and smoth- 
ered. Her body was found in 
her dormitory room al the 
hospital on Dec. 1 1 . 

The Saudi embassy here 
said in □ statement that the 
two nurses “are going to meet 
with a representative of the 
British embassy later in the 
day (Tuesday). 

‘There will be a trial which 
will examine the case in 
detail." 

Under Islamic law which 
rules in Saudi Arabia, if the 


two nurses were found guilty; 
of murder, they could be sub- 
ject to public decapitation. 

The embassy statement 
said, “at this point it is prema- 
ture, pointless and counter- 
productive to speculate about 
the possible judgement of the 
court. 

“The Saudi government 
will ensure justice for all con- 
cerned." it said. 

Sources said the Saudi 
police confined the 1,600 
staff members to the hospital 
and confiscated passports 
from foreign nationals. 

Human rights groups say 
that Saudi Arabia has one of 
the world's worst records for 
arbitrary justice. 

Stephen Jakobi. director of 
the British rights group fair 
trials abroad, said. “Saudi 
Arabia is one of those coun- 
tries for which international 
treaty protection does not runJ 

"This is in keeping with the 
Saudi's contempt of foreign- 
ers' rights to rule of law and 
international convention.” 

In Riyadh earlier Tuesday, 
British Consul-General Willi- 
am Betty said Tim Lamb, the 
British consul based in 
Riyadh, had left for Dhahran 
after receiving Saudi permis- 
sion to visit the two nurses. 


Egypt says it is victim of drug-smuggling conspiracy 


CAIRO I AFP) — Egypt has 
been the victim of foreign 
plots to swamp it with 
drugs. Interior Minister 
Hassan Al Alfi said, amid 
reports of Israeli attempts to 
smuggle heroin into the 
country. 

“Foreign conspiracies 
have been hatched to sub- 
merge the country with hal- 
lucinogenic plants." 

General Alfi said at a police 
academy meeting Monday 
evening. 

He said the plots were 
aimed transforming Egypt 
into a drug producing coun- 


try “to destroy its economy 
and its youth.” 

“(Egyptian authorities) 
have prevented a large num- 
ber of attempts to smuggle 
the drugs across the Suez 
Canal and several other 
points." Gen. Alfi said. 

An Egyptian convicted of 
spying for Israel said a 
Mossad secret service offi- 
cer asked him to take 12 
kilogrammes of heroin into 
Egypt in November 1993. 
just before his arrest Al 
Ahram newspaper reported 
on Tuesday. 

“The contraband opera- 


tions took place in the mid- 
dle of the night in a moun- 
tainous region only two 
kilometres from the^ 
Egyptiun-israeli border,” 
said Amer Salman, who was 
sentenced to hard labour for 
life on the spying charges. 

“Israeli intelligence' ser- 
vices are continuing their 
operations to infiltrate the 
drugs into Egypt" the gov- 
ernment newspaper quoted 
him as saying. 

His comments follow a 
report in Britain's Sunday 
Times newspaper that the 
Israeli army sold tonnes of 


Lebanese hashish to 
Egyptian soldiers for nearly 
20 years in an attempt to 
undermine the Egyptian 
army... •’ 

The Israeli army issued a 
statement on Sunday deny- 
ing the allegations and 
claiming that the article was 
both “false and malicious.” 

The Sunday Times said 
the operation, code named 
iahov (“blade in Hebrew) 
started in the 1960s and 
continued until the end of 
the 1 980s. 


Duchess of York 
prefers chocolates 
for gifts 

LONDON (AP) — Let them 
eat chocolates. Deeply 
indebted to the royal bankers^ 
the Duchess of York has 
decided to limit her 
Christmas gifts to hand-made 
chocolates, the Daily Mirror 
reported Monday. Only her 
children. Princesses Beatrice 
and Eugenie, will get other 
presents, the newspaper said. 
The tabloid, which gave no 
source for its story, said that 
Sarah, the ex-wife of Queen 
Elizabeth's son Andrew, is 
expected to stay at 
theQueen's Sandringham 
estate over Christmas but is 
not expected to join the royal 
family. The duchess. 37. was 
divorced from Prince Andrew 
in May. Sbe is said to be con- 
sidering opportunities in tele- 
vision and as a corporate 
spokeswoman. 

Wal-Mart workers 
fired for 
hiding elm os 

SAN ANTONIO I R ) — Two 
employees of a Wal-Mart 
store were tired for hiding 
tickle me elmo dolls from 
customers so they could buy 
them for themselves, the store 
manager said. The two were 
turned in by angry customers 
who saw them buying the 
popular dolls. “They took the 
items that were meant for 
customers, hid them within 
the store and purchased them 
later.” he told Reuters. Wal- 
Mart spokesman said it was 
the fust time any employees 
of the retail giant had been 
fired for an incident related to 
the fuzzy red “Sesame Street” 
character, which says. “Ooh. 
that tickles.'* giggles and 
shakes when its stomach is 
touched. 

Meditating Buddhist 
snubs mountain 
rescue team 

DOLGELLAU (R) — A 
Buddhist who climbed a 
Welsh mountain to spend the 
winter solstice weekend com- 
muning with nature was rude- 
ly interrupted when a heli- 
copter and search team 
arrived to rescue him. Rescue 
workers interrupted their 
Christmas party to scale 
Cader Idris in north Wales 
after another climber told 
police he had seen a man 
there with u head injury. 
When the rescue helicopter 
picked out the man with a 
searchlight and guided ^ 
climbers to him. the 50-year- 
old man told them to go 
away. 

FBI returns 
engagement ring 

from TWA wreckage 

NEW YORK (R) — After 
months of waiting, a 
Connecticut woman Monday 
received the diamond 
engagement ring her fiancee 
was carrying when he was 
killed in the crash of TWA 
flight 800. FBI lead investi- 
gator gave Julie Stuart the 
1. 6-karat diamond ring sal- 
vagers found floating in the 
Atlantic Ocean in its maroon 
box July 18. one day after 
plane went down. “I think it 
was pretty miraculous that it I 
was found at all — it's 
small in a huge ocean — so l*-? ‘ ! 
think it was meant for me to 
have it” Stuart told reporters. 

The 31 -year-old personnel 
manager was going to marry 
Andrew Krukar, one of the 
230 victims of the crash. 

Colombia saint 
stolen, faithful 
threaten to starve 

BOGOTA (R) — Church- 
goers in a northern 
Colombian town threatened 
to stage a mass himgerstnke 
after thieves stole their patron 
saint, television reported. 
Worshippers in San 
Cayctano. the town , named 
ufter the saint, packedfirib (be 
humble parish church and 
said they would starve them- 
selves unless the evitdoers 
returned the stolen stanietie. 
“These bad people must -bring 
San Cayetano back otherwise 
God will certainly punish 
them." one Catholic warship k 
per in the town in Bolivar 
province told the Noticieto 
Nacional news programme. 
’Sixteen churches have been 
robbed in the area in-ieceot 
weeks. . 


